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We clip the followin fronit a United States

g As' the JiitedL States Gôvern-
nent is likely to adopt the post-ar1sYstem,
the varions objections to. it. are being discus-
sed by the papers with some eagerness. With
the viety of doing away> with .the publicity
which now belongs to thei, two plans have
beçu suggested at 'Washington. One invon-
tgr proposes a card whiéh will fold in the
centre,* the edges boing supplied with gun-
arabic. Another suggests a card with a
lappet of brown paper folding over the writ-
ton matter. Either of these plans seem simple
and convenient."

An oli lady from one of the rural disfticts
astonished a clerk in the Pdst-Oflice a few
days ago by inquiring if'he had any "yalley
developments sich as they did up letters in."

Some difference L.. In -Mr. W. P. Brown's
catalogue the market value ofthe Brattleboro
stamp is set down at $20; but Mr. Taylor
can sell the gentuine (?) article for one cent.

We hear that " The American Stamp Mer-
cury" is soon to be revived, under thé main-
agement of*Mr. F. Trifet.

TO OUR CORRESPON1DENTS,
Once upon a time the con'gregation of a

cértain parish church, resolved to presCnt
their minister, with a barrel of cider, in re-
turn for his valuable services. The plan
adopteil was, that eachî memiber should bring
a bottle full, and pour it into the cask. But
one man, being ratier- stingy, thought that
if he bzouglt his bottle frll ofwater, it would
make no difference, among so many bottles
of eider. When the barrel was tapped there
lowed forth a stream of nothing but pure
wat'r, for each man expecting that ail his
neighbours would bring eider, had poured in a
bottle of water.--We relate the above old
$tory, for the beuefit of those of our corres-
pondents vho have decided not to send in
their names until the subscription is reduced
to 35 cents. Reinember that ti wooneryou
subscribe so.mueh the soone4e vill t' i
hé-reduced, and you can always be edii of
having your money returned to you, so don't

ken yourselves te the ceongregation in the
J ible.

e have had a good many enquiries as to
what our stamp lottery will contain. We
have made but few arrangements for ityet,

'--but .will' mention that there will -be 300
tiehetsgtat Ic. eaeh; S0prizes, from25 cents
t.i% aOmouznting in all to abôut..$40; TheL Yewl comsist-of Stamp -albums, collec-
4ie'dbifatt, séfsandrrestamps, fall par-

älars%'êRbe given inenturgissue.
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Althog.nauo has been written on tie
abovgsu6ject, stîil we. think that there is
quite roci enbugh for anothoir artiié, Ébf
the bonefit of those .coj!cctors, who ar'e just
starting on their Philatelic career and have
not haud the opportunity of iea'ding the fo-
reigl magaines. Before begi ngwe woild
say that.eveíything stated in-this article:can
be >erfe(tly depended ipon, as 'nearly, al
is taken from ÓfflciMl documents.

The earliest record we have of àpost offide
is in the year 1750, when the ronowried
Benjamin Franklin was Deputy Postmastér
Genfral of North America. His salard
amounted to £300 a year, but ever this sniall
suni 'vas more than the Department-could
Under the management of this able man the
revenue was soon greatly increased, and :we
find, that in a short tinie ho was able to hand
over £3000 a year to the British Govern-
ient. At this tinie the postal accomodation

was of lie most scanty kind, as will be sèen
by the following advertisement taken from
the Qi obec Gazette.

" Post Office, Québec, August lst. 1764'.
The Post for New York sets oit on theW Îi

and third Monday of every month. Al perónau
are intreated to put théir letters into the Offie
before 10 o'clock, as the bag is:shut nt that hu'r
precisely, and Letters cannot possibly be takèn
in ai moment after.

The Post returns from Montreal every Satur-
day at 11 o'clock ut which hour the Letters will
be dolivered out, and attendance given.till two,
when those remaning will b delivered to the
Penny Post.

Wlen the war of the American independenie
broke out in 1775, Franklin, having tùken sides
with the colonists, was succeeded by Mr, Hugh
,Finlay, who had been formerly postmaster at
Quebec. This,gentlemen seems to have intro-
duced soie iinprovements, as a regular inontiy
mail to England was first started durin lis
term of office.

in 1800, the third Deputy Postmanster Gee-
rai, Mr. ceo. Ileriot catie into office, hé ad
under bis control tho postal service of, rotW1y
Carinada. but also that of the provincestf PÈsice
Edward Tsi'nd, Nova Scotiaand'New.Brmswiék.

Mr. leiriot havin resigped in 1816, was ste-
cecded by mr. D. Sutheriabd, and at -the àfe
tinme, 1%va Seetia an Pnce Edward island
were withdrawn frota bis eontrel; ŽNew Brun-
wick -as alsWithdrawa tu 1824, th Iquing
only Canadt r usdprose admisrrts

made out in45t827, by I


