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"he yecent inguiry at Ottawe into the work-
ing of mercantile agencies in this country has
had the effect of bringing to light the fact, that
Messrs, Murray, Middlemiss & Co,, proprictors
of the agency whose name appenrs at thes
liead of this article, have won for themselves,
by thoir zeal and straight forward actions in
endeavoring  to promote the interests of
wholesale dealers, manufacturers and hankers,
and sccure them as far as possible from pro-
bable loss through granting credit 1o parties'
unable tomeet their just obligations, the con-{
fidence of their patrons genevally. This
aggency commenced  operntions about three
years ago in the faco of great opposition. At
every step the proprictors have met with
prejudice and obstacles of no ordinary mo-
ment: yet, by their indomitable energy and;
persevering  impartinlity, bhave graduaily’
worked their agency up toits present position.

The enterprize is purely & Canadian one,
ulthough having world-wide connections, and
uffords facilities for their purpose, which we
have reason to believe are unsurpassed, if
indeed they are equalled. The head oflice of”
this institution, of which our Dominion tmer-
chants should teel prowd, is located in Mox-
TREAL, with branches at ‘Poronto, Hamilton
Halifax and $t. John.

The Saint John Branch Office was opened
for business in April, 1873, & httle over one’
year ago. Under the superintendence of its,
present manager, Me, Mlen, it has, in this short
spaee of time, assumed propartions far exceed-
ing the most sanguine expectations of the
proprietors,

In order to secure a central location, amd to,
acconmodate their many patrons, sd~alswj
their staff of clerks, the oflices of the com-
pany in this city have been vemoved to the,
rooms lately occupied by the American Con-
sul, Bayant's building, Prince W, street.

Mr. Allen, although coming here from Can-
adn & perfect stranger, hag, by his courtesy
and obliging disposition, made for himself a
Jarge number of friends in Loth husiness and
social circleg, and undonbledly has won the
approbation of his employers, wlo, we trust,
may retain him as their representative in St.
John for many years to conie.

A STonrM-BRATEN Post OvFIck, — The
smallest post oftice in the world is kept ina
barrel, which swings from the outhauging
rock of the mountaius overhianging the Strai‘s
of Magellan, v)'posite Terradel Fuego. Every
passing ship opens it to place lelters in or
take them out. Every ship undertakes te
forward all letters in it that it 3s possible for
them to transmit. It hangs there by its ivon
chain, beaten and battered by the witids and
storm; but no locked and barred office on

Ytand is more secure. 1t is not in the track of|
mail robbers.
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' The lage for Western Extenston Mall Clerk will be
;opcn for letters for places west of Gmnad Bay, untit 9
[NTN

1 After the cloyge of tho mm-uhuz' Railuay  Malls,
i newspapers will be recetied for Car Mails wlito 1ostal
, Gar Bags me open, anl forwarded if brought to the
Oficn sepamte from upers for other rontes, nud ~o
staterd st the window,,

© Nalle for Eatport are forwarded per Intern ational
. i%!uum-n‘, cloxing nt 730 w. nLon the days the It
-l

o,

Mail for England, via Halifay, closo August 10, ut ¢
pom,, d every atternate Monday ;s via Quie'ke, every
Thursday 1t 8w, via United States, every Monday,
Tuoeslay sl Saturday, at 8 n, m,

Corse<pondeive for Bermirda anl Wet Indies will be
sent 1o Halifas every’ day,  Correspondence for British
ant Foregn Wt Inlis, Catw, Porte Rico, Menico,
Contral Smer'as, Ch'i, Jajun and  the Susdwich
© L, forwarded datly,” vin United Stites, If so ad.
idreced and prepald.  Sce Unttel Kivgdonm, Wet Inda

il Fore'gn Miseclany:,

v Corvespondene: for” Newfoundland sent to Walifax
cvery day. Ml teave Halifax once i two woeeky.
Postage « Letters, G ecnity, Newwupers 2 celits; mtst be
pre fattd,

Mails for 8t Vierre ant Miquelon are comeyed hy
suling pachets, after arrival at Hubftx of Steaners
from Englandd, ue follens:=From North Syhiey, in

{630, summer, fortnightly; anl in vinter, from Halfax,

t ouee in four weeks,
- Dominion.

Yo,tage toany pert of thie Dom'nlon, 3 conts whan
prpaiedy 5 cente 3 unpald, Transiend Newsgpeers 2
ant: ewlt. Periodicalt 1 cent per 4 oz, Buohs and
Pampdilets 1 cont per 2ov, Must e pro bl by <tunp,

Nevapipers trom the ofttees of publ catfon fur sa .
scaibers it the United Kingdom, or Neafoundloel, cin
heesent nt the preja’ conimated rrte appliableto papers
for s el it the Dominion,

Postage un Drop Lettes for St. Jolm delivery, 1 oent
gy, 0 b2 prepuid by atunp, 1 ungxeid, will be sent to
. ud Jatter Ulhor, Ottawa,  Pustage to Carleton aml
| Tudiantonn, 2 cents,

Tetters intendod to be registered ** nnst he posted 2
quarter «§ an honr previous o the elodng of the pxartle
cenlae Matls by which they avo forwarded, and the post-
sty a8 wellas the regs stration fee, st be pregaid.

Postage sune ay to pliees o the

The Street and Hotel Letter Boxex at the following
place will be vidited tt 5,00 @, ., and GO0 . ms,, viz:
Cortier Orange and Camnathiem streets: Robertson'
Stabless Purk Ilotel; Railway Station: Cortivr of Unlon
Sand Waterloo atrevte: Ramiey” Hoteld Royat Moty
Inteznational Motels Rool's Pont: Corer of Sydney
s Britain streets: Vietoria Hotel; R, D. Medethur'y,
Charlotte street 3 Waverley louse,

The Box at Marsh Bridge will be visited st 630a. m,
and§ p. mg at To M. Roul's Drug Store at 630 a, i,
and 7 p. m.

The Bornesin Portlaned, at Me. Youny, Maln street,
carillbe visited t 53, and T poma: the Bax uoar St

J. HOWE,
Postimaster.

{ Pust Oftice, St. Jot,
. Julye 31,1574,

Refusal of the Coasting Trade.

(Lrom Le Canudicn)

We concede the use of our canals and other
advantages, to the United States; itis butstrict
justice that they should aceord tous the regis-

j tration of our ships in their ports, This ad-
“vantage will compensate for the concessions
which we make them. We earnestly draw
the attention of our shipbuilders to this fact,
rand we recomuend them to take all the mea-
t sures necessary to prevent the Canadian Gov-

230p . ernment from accepting, withouta word utter-

{ ed, a refusal, so unjust, and let us rdd, so hu-
miliating for Canada. If, from the Awmerican

| point of view, the treaty which they ave en-

259w deavoring to negociate, has only forits end to

favor their comnerce at the expense of ours,
it wonld be much better to stay i statu quo.
Le Journal de Quebec pretends that the draft
intends the registration of our shipping in
American ports. ' We do not know whenco it
draws its information; but the contrary asser-
{ tionis to bo found in the New York Zerald
cand in the Montreal Iferald, who draw their



