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THE FRENCH EXPOSITION.

MPHE great Exposition at I'aris wiil bo vne of tho
hasing Leen mado on the bianches of chivt events of the present year. Tho preparm-

tits Bank in tlamultun and lTuronte was ancorrect | rations wiich have been in process therefor during
The Hamiltun *pectator gisesthio fulluwing explavs- the past ughteen munths, were nearing complotivn at
tivs of the alfme—a svery diccredsiabio uny o thie ) the latest accounty, and the bxpusiuvn was opened
parties who gave curroncy to the stury of the lgnk s | ot the Ist of Aprl, tho thmo agreed upen. A
unsoundness., — report got abroad some tinmoe ago that the Emperor had
« A story was arculated yesterday that o run had | cxpressed foars that it woald prove o failure, There
taken place on the Cutntieraial Bank m this ¢uy | scems to havo been no guod grounds tor such a report,
Upon enquiry we learned that the statement was | yut, on tho contrary, the be.t of reasons for be-

quite Incorrect.  Somn thoughtless person sarted &1 0 Lo it the Faposition will bo entirely suceessful
c—all Fool's Day—by way of practis | '®VIUR ) ¥ :
stury on Monday—all Foo Tty sorks Ihe Lnlding fn which the world 8 to exhibit ita

cal joke, at the Great Western Raitway works, tha
the Company had withdrawn their account from the | wares 1s said not to exceed the Sydenham Crystal
Palaco for symetry and beauty. But it i3, neverthe.

bank and thut it was unsound. Tho story coming to

tho cars of the Treasurer, Mr. Price, he took meansat

oneo to contradict it, butin the meantime some fow | less, & very tine specimen of architecturo, and las the

persons holding emall amounts of bills, presented | merit of being large and commodious. Recent jetters
from correspondenta in I'arls, indicato that nearly all
the natiuns sre represented, and that the palace i3

them for gold  Assoon as tho story was comradicted,

the momentary want of contidence ceased, nothing at
cruwded withh goods. The Canadizn department, in
which we are moro particularly interested, was found

alf appruachiug to & run ligsiug takea pirco.  Tho cir-
at first {ar tou emaull to display all the articles sent

culation of such storics, however, i3 a_most unwar-
rantable act, and subjects the parties guilty of it to a
criminal prosccution. Lhe Commercinl Bank of
Canoda stands deservedly touv hugh in tho public con.
fidence to justity even a suspiclan of ‘it perfect | frum thus country. I urther spaco was obtatned after
:lt;%bé:;::’:fx::tﬁ&gso\lgl{'ié;:)lgl;gt;ll!gen;‘;‘ll:‘;‘at alltostato | Lo v represontations had been made, but oven the
increased space is eaid to bo scarcely sufficient. Under
the onergetic management of Dr. Taché, our depart~
ment was nea-ly finished woeks ago—being, in fact,
rather abead of any of the others in this respect. The
desizn is said to be very haudsome, snd toretlect much
credit on those who have taken part in its execution.
The grounds about the expositivn will be exceeding-
1y beautiful by tho middlo of May, and, with tho dis-
p'ay within, and the thousands of visitors from all
parts of the globe, will make up & most exciting and
enchanting scens, H
Y'aris occupies a better position in somo respects
than London does, for a gathering of tuiskind. Taking
Euroje generally, it 18 quito come-at-a-ble. The jam
of sight-sceps i3, therefore, expected to be something
prodigious. This expectation will most certainly be
realized  l'rom America, from Fagland, from the
Urivat —frum all parts of tho wurld—they will come
and come, until Paris fs crammed. The Parisians are
auticipating *°a golden harvest,” and aro trimming
their sails accordingly. Rents are said to hiaso nsen
in the city - Lotels are adupting exposition rates—and
prices gencrally are rapidly becoming inflated. Thero
is always alittle ** fleecing™ of the public on snch oc-
casians, and if all reports be trug, Paris is not likely to
prove an exce ption whilst the exposition continues.
Canada 18 already well represented at the exposition
regards its productious, manufactures, arts, &c.,
is every likelihood that we will also contiibuto
share of vieitors. Many throughout tlio coun-

THE COMMERCIAL BANK.
) TF aro glad tu learn that the statemont of & run

OPENING OF NAVIGATION.

UR correspondents at tho West inform us that
preparativns for the opemng of Navigation are
being rapidly effected.  The iceon therivers, baysand
canals has almost disappeared, and shippersand others
fnterested in lake navigation, are louking forward to
an early T ption of busi Neavigation can
hardly be considercd open until the Welland Canal js
free from ice, but tins result was expected in a week
or ten days from the time our advices left.

Tho steamers winch usuatly pty between Ioronto,
{Iamilton and Montreal, are bang rapidly put an
order, and are expected to commence their regular
trips immediately. 1he stcamers of the Koyal Mait
line, the Kingston, Passport, Grecian, Spartan, Ban.
shice and Champion, wilt form a daily fine between
Toronto and Montreal, and the excellent boats of )
Messrs. Jaques, Pracy & Co., will also make a daily |
tine between tho two cities as formerly. l1he latter |
hoe has seven steamers, the Indiuan, St Lawrence, |
Huron, Avon, Uttawa, Magnet and finstol,  lhe
steamers America, Usprey and prantford, wil aiso |
ply on the lakes, and there will be communication | as
between Hamitton, Foronto and Yort Lnathuusie each there
day. Teurnsts will begiad to fcam that the Algoma | a fair

will run from Colnngwood to dault Ste. Mane aud to § .try are preparing to set out for L’aris a3 soon 28 spring
Fort Wilham as tormerly. .Judglng trom PRt |4 cirty hogun  During the summer monthis the nam-
appearances, tho sprrkung waters of Lahe UMANO |y i 1o’ oroatly augmented—although, should tho
will 1ot remain unused dunng the approaclung sums § eloctions then take plece, not & few of our principal
mer months. - ’ i ¥
men may bo compelled to remain at home. Tho
1he restrictions enforced by the American Govern- “Great i'hswrn" \I:ill bo tho most popular modo of
ment with regard to Canadian shipping, WilNodoubt |y o0 204 targe a3 is the leviathan ship, she wil bo

¢ : k or 1567. Att
bave some effect on the Jake trade for 1867, At tho crowded ot every passage. Lot us hope that nothing

same time, we are glad to notice signs that a good e
k X : may occur to mar the success of the exposition, and
$3 W s : Iy n in- ’
busniness will be done.  There will certamly be an in thot all may go

crease of our direct trade with the castern part of our . i . "
Dowinion, and several new lines of steamers are pro- ¢ Merry as 3 marriage bell.
Jected to xupply the demand for transportation which
fs likely to arise. At Hamilton, Toronto, and other
ports largo quantities of grain, lumber, staves, &e,
are awsiting transhipment, aud there are other indi-
cations that our lake commerce during 1867 will bo
more activo than .or some seasons past.  We trust ‘
these expectations may be realized

flie Province hias spent much in wmproving our
water communication, and during the sumnier scasan
we would like to see our 1akes and rivera covered with
ruls.

Tho * Dominion of { anadg* is already the fourth

CONFEDERATION IN NOVA E£C07IA,

T has been with mingled surprise and pain that wo
l have perused the specches of many of the anti-
Union members of the Nova Scotia Legislature, now
in Sexsivii We hoped that, with whateverreluctance,
they would have submitted to the verdict pronounced
on the question of Confedcration, by an immenso
majority of their fcllow-colomsts, backed by the al.
most unanimous decision of the Government, Parlia-
ment, and peoplo of the mother country. Nor was it
Maritime power in the world.  But there is noreason | at all extraorainary that we and others sliould havein-
why we should not take still higher rank in this | duiged in such an expectation  While the matter was
respect  Thix can bo done by increasing our foreign | undecided, while the alternative of Union or no Union
trade with Great Biitain, the West Indics, Brazil, and | admitted of discuasion and debate, the honest oppo-
otlier furcign countries. But our internal slupping | nents of the measure could not be blamed for their
trade might also bo largely iucreased  The develop- | antagonism to It, beyond charging them with lack of
ment of our trade with Nouva Scotia and Now Bruns- | knowsedge and judgment; butnosw that Confederation
wick must necessitate the employment of 2 !argorl has Leen consummated, we can gcarcely conceive an
number, and a botter class « f veseels, than have here- | excues tor the course they are pursuing  They cannot
tofore been epgaged. This wall not only be tho caso | ando what has been dono, and perseverance in a use-
between Montreal and the east, butalso advancesing- | less and meaningless opposition will only render them
ping intercsts between tins port and the West  1his ! liabloto the accusation of creating mischief for mis-
will be ono of tho sweetest fruits of Confederation, , chicf's sake. No ove denjes them the right of froo
and one which cvery friend ot Canada must look for- | opinion, or tho free expression of it: but freedom
ward 10 with much gratifieation ‘bpgﬂgyg license when it 1s oxercised to tho general {n-

Sury. Tho Nova Scotinn orators cannot rall tho real
fiom off the bund which now cunnects them with thegr
brethren of the other Provinces, they cannot repeal or
nullily tho tmperial Act which has catled into cxist.
ence the * Duminiun of Canada, but thoy can, by
thur cotnplatots and protests, sow tho seeds of future
ovih. Now, wo are curious to know in what lght g
i3 that they view themeelves, what they consider to
Loy the actual status of Nurva Scutia among tho com.
muties of the carth. Arcwe to regard that Province
ns an independent State ackunowledging no extoror
intlueuce, or aro wo to look upoun it as a member of the
Brtish Empire? If the formor, it is, of course, entitled
to wander thr ugh space liko other **lono stars,” at
ita own aweet will, but if tho latter, it must submit to
tho interests, observe the conditiong, and perform the
duties inseparable from that position. When Nova
Scotia rejects Confederation, wo might viow the act as
that ot a minority opposing the veico of the Empire;
when we know that it is only o small fraction of ity
Legislature whicli is arraycd against the scheme, wo
can only view it as tho opposition of a minority of a
minonty. Wo do not goeo far as to asscrt that tho
assumptions of tho anti-Confederato party thero are
altogether baseless, or their erguments wholly worth.
less, when detached from the great general quostion at
issuo; yot at best tho disputo is only tho old one of the
relativo righits of tho individual and of tho community
whercof he forms a part,  But as tho wishes of the few,
in that case, must succumb to those of the many, so,
too, it is with the states constituting one empire or di-
minjon, when they conte in contlict.  The rule is aliko
applicable to both: in short, tho majority mustalways
govern ‘The mivority cannot be allowed to do so,
even when it happens to have justico on {ts side, much
less when it i8 in the wrong, as now happens with the
Nova Scotia anti-Unionists.

It wero o wasto of timo to discuss, at tins late day,
the objections urged by our Maritimo friends against
Confederation; but wo cannot hielp wondering what
will be thought some twenty years hence of many of
the opinions now expressed on the subject. Such pri.
poaitions ag that, in tho special instavce of tho Br.
tish North American Proviuces, Union 1s not strength,
but weakness, that their commercial Intercoune
would not be simplified and increased, and that thewr
defonce from foreign aggression rendered casier by
having one united government instead of many - these
propositions seem utterly untenable at any time, bal
we are much mistaken if, after a short experionco of
thie new career upon which tho country is about to
enter, they will not he regarded by everybody as the
utterances of sheer folly. For ourselves, theyappearso
wholly extravagant to us, that we are often inclined
to parody Napoleon's axiom, and declare that if you
serateh the anti Un onist you will find the Annexi-
tionist In saying so, however, we aro aware that we
would be acting unjustly, for thero arc undoubtediy
many good men in the antf-Confederate ranks again:t
whom the charge cannot with truth bo preferred.
e shall not, therefore, speak of suyme indistinet mui-
terings and covert allusions on that head, which are,
indeed, of infiequent occurrence.

But whilo the arguments against the Union of the
Provinces may safely be consigned to the great limbo
o the past, i is somowhatdifferent with the utterances
of tho same parties on the subject of the Intercolonis)
Railway, which chicfly concerns the future. Their
ideas in connection with it are not a little confused
and contradictory, as i3 not unusual when men's rea.
eon is under the guidanco of their passions. They
would not object to tho raunay per se, but they con-
tend that the money to bo expended on it might be
applicd to more useful purposcs, that it will not pay*
and that it will be unavailable as a channel of com-
merce, owing to tho great distanco over which goods
would have to be carried to the scabuard, ascompared
with American routes Now, we might casily show
that tho commercial value of the road will be far
greater than what it is thus described and that,
especually for the supply of tho rich valloy of the St.
John and other sections of the Lower Provinces, even
with respect to length of route. it can compete with
Unitod Sates railroads, with undoubted advantagesin
its favor. But let us tako the caso as stated by tbe
anti Union objectors thomselves, and sce how matters
would stand as to tho probabla increaso of internation
al trado after Confederation.

Direct communication by the St. Lawrence with
Upper and Lower Canada closes in the end of Novem-
ber of each year, to re-open in May Tt is well known
that moch lossand damago aro Incurred by shakeage
and other causes In conveying flour, whoat, provisons



