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(4) Titi itew wbich IIow prevatis weitit
rueceL ctholar4 jeq thalut he îtem se-ts fortt te
fidelity of a htumblhe Sittulainite inaiden te
ber sheplierd loev*r iu epite of thte flattering
offersI of Kinîg 'S.,iteî te teake bier orie cf
lie wives, and je itteided te xait te ttuý
bility cf truc affe-ction ns te bases of the
inarriage tic. There are 11o serions difficul-
tien in explainîîîg the teres of the dialogue
on titis vitw, and iL furiiie a worthv
object f.tr the comtposition. Titere was cr-
taiil v rotu and iteed fer sttch u lessen je ail
Etere eut:tries, itîclutding Palestine.

AlTilitawtiit-Tnie tiLle @eente te ouggest
Solonttet as the author, but there is no good
reasce te suppose that tbis ennemis enytiting
mocre Ltae titat Sulornonit l represented as
tce irin-ipal speaker iii the dialogue, whicha

te thertfere eaîeed after him. Wsfl epeak cf
tie play c! Julins Cksar witbuut mening
duit it was written bY bien, but onlv tat lie
in the ceuitrid figure. Stone iccuiarities te
thi language aîîd thte tose cf a few Persian

îted Greek wurds buve led must medert
seltelars tbiplace tbe Compositiont fretît six We
neveu hundred yezursaiter Solemon'e Limte.

LISSON ]MI.
TE OFFICE 0t' THE JUttcE

li te Bible, as elsewltere, a jtîdge je cite
wltc admiiiterti jumtice. Soiemoti, fer ex-
amiple, "judged" Ltetweet te twc wcmneî
wlîc went te biten te have a dIifficuit case
decided, 1 Kgs. 3 : 28.

But in te Bible te werd je sometites
utppiied iii tite larger selise cf t" mier." Tii
is particulariy su ii te Book cf Judges.
Witit te exception cf Debirub iJutiges 4:-
5), tbcse wlîc heur Luis ,,auîe are raLlier
rul,'r i Lte people, tai jitdges proper.
Tltib meaning i8 aleci fouîd it later tintes.
lii 2 Kge. 15 : 5, Jotîtatî te said Lu bave
1, udged " te pteople, wiîere te ieeatîiig

nmuât be, thaL lie acted as regeitt.
Tue Lwo meaniege are enure cloeely con-

iectced thun we iniglit stuppose. lii times of
peuce, cite cf the eltief functions cf Lhe ru er
would bie ttt adn.itiisve-rjuetice, or te 'Judge.
Agmiti, the word " judge " easiiy paeses into
tue iieanittg ' te geL justice donc," liait te,
to give cie whIt lie deaerves : su that tse
word naturally conntes te ineat, ii soute

cases, te chtamîpionî or defeîîd a pemon'a
cause; antt iii otîter cases, te puitisitfilm.
Fer exuieple, ii l's. 43 : 1, "judge nie"
reall]y iteatt " ltt jusetice lie don ii'te,'" and
ln practically equivulettt te " defeîîd tue. "

Titat iLte ii thin setîse tieat te wort ist
used ii te Bock ci Jtidges je bowît bY sucli
a phtrase as "Lte jiidges, who deiivt'red " or
"esaved thent " (Cht. 2: 16) ; tue jttdges ar-
teir "euviuurs" frein te ensuinv. BuL iL

je siîuwî stili furtiter sied etil mtue ciearl v
b% the @tories reiated cf Lhe judges, in par-
Licular cf Ehud, Debcrah, Barak, Gideoti,
Jepîtiîuh and Sainson. We Lbiîîk cf theee-
primttrily as warriurs.

Maîîy tiitremLitîg tîiîtgg are suggestedl b.%
the @tory cf te judges. For cie Lbing, Lt-e
office wa et iiemeditaril. Wtîen leaders
were iteeded, Lbîy viere sent. (iod's Spirit
was tiet cetîflîtet te places ; He raieied tilt
tîen Le deliver lereel et Lte Ltte wtîen amd
at te poinit where te attack wu@ made.
'rTe " judge " je utot a jttdge beceuse he le
hie fatiter's soit, but because te Spirit of
(led uins toucbed ii.

Agaiti, it ie very plate titat the Lunes cf
the jutiges were tierce and rude. Tbe re-
iigius tttaitituente cf the tige were anythiîtg
but itigli. Ebud, witî itis " message frtn
led " (Judg. 3: 20), atîd Saitîson witiî lu,

eeesalit, brave atîd patriotie ats these men
wert, atîd stirriîtg as wes tîteir iitcry, were
tiot exactly moedela of lioiîtes.

But tes, weme te fatîlte of te Ltteis
ratiter tian uf te tîeit ; eîd thev did itot
prevet.te mec froeit beitg instruments iii
te teigitty haîîd cf (sud. Ttuey loiret teir

cuntry wiîh a love tat roe teea passiont,
and tes were pmepared Lu face danger sited
deatît iii ber beiaif. Sometimes, mie, as iii
te ase of Jepbtiîab, Lbey were men witb a
biigit Lough ttisgiided eene flitoor. (led
tcok terr as ttey weme, titted thbeu for their
work, and eupportedl teiu Liii Liey bail
carried iL titrougit. God loves te men cf
single heart aied coneecrated purpoee, and
uses thetît Lu do Hie great work.

Nvna-I.,eon XVII., being the filtî leseon
for Janîîary, wii be given ie te TzAceses
MONcTHLY for Febmuary, wbiciî is mailid le
Lime for the lagt Sabbatin t JanuarY.


