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THE BUSINESS TAX.

E lIAI) hoped to be able tn congratulate thc
Ottawa t ity Council upon their sense of
justice and fair play in substituting the busi.
ness tai fer the obnoxious personalty tax,
thîereby showing a iost worthy exanple for
allber caties to fullow, but sinc.e our last issue
a change seemas to have coine over the spirit
oi their dreamn. The motion for the substitu.
lion of the business tax was finally defeated

.by a vote of nine to thirteen without discus-
mon. One of the nays explained tait although
he lked the tax he found opinion against it
because merchants did not understand it and
lie thouglht a public meeting should have been

held to have it explained. If a public meeting is called-and we be.

lieve il will be sonn-when a full explanation of the matter coutd be
given by the supporters of the tax, we feel sure the City Council
would nlot fai! ta rescind their former resolution. We have en.
deavoured ta excite an interest on the subject in the minds of our

readers and <lo not intend todrop it till some definate steps are taken
ta do away with the present iniquitous system. The principle that the

business tax advocates are contending for is founded upon justice

and common sense. Can any sensible man give a reason why one
clais of nerchauts should be taxed on their capital, another class
on their income derived front capital, and other rch capitalhsts
should pay no personalty tax whatever ? Why should one class of

inerchants be discrminatetd aganst and anocher class favored ?

The substitution of a business tax would clear away ail this injustice
and unf.ir discrinination and mnaugurate a systein of equable taxa
tion for ail classes.

Mr. Paul tainpbell, chairnan of the comitttce appointed by the
Dry Utoods bection of the ro:onto lloard of Trade to deal with this
question, has striven w.-im a devotaon and persistency worthy of a
better cause to show up tht cvis of the personaity tax. le has
sown good seedi whaichi wilt bear . t an abundance at no distant day.
At a meeting of the section on , - 5th.1 M r. Campbell subnitted
the draft of a petiton which be had prepared for prcsentation ta the
Attorney.General,and it was adopted by the meeting Tht petition
reads as follows .

To the lion. Oliver %lowat, Premier and Attorney General of the
Province of Ontario.

"Your petitioners, merchants and manufacturers, represent to
you and your Governmnent that the industrial classes of this province,
viL, those emnploying capital in business andt manufacture, are un.
justly and unfairly taxed in local or municipal taxation.

" Your petitioners respectfully rail your attention ta these facts .
That for municipal taxation a mauniripality can tax realty and per-
sonalty , thtat the mode and rate of assessment on realty is alike to
all classes of citizens, the value of realty being the basis of assess-
ment, and thc rate iust be the same ; but unfortunately when per-
sonalty assesmntaît is dealt with, the Act allows the assessor the op.
tion if taxing cither on incone or capital, a monstrous privilege and
power, antd which is universally issed to the detrinent and persecu-
tion if the said industrial classes; the said industifal classes being
always taxed on capital insttadl of income, the rich and retired
,lasses being only taxed on their incomes derived fron capital n-
vested in bank stocks and other investments, and besides millions
of capital an this province on deposit at interest in chartered banks,
savings banks, etc., is entirely and completely freed from aIl taxa.
lion, contrary to the intention of the Act. Your getitioners desire
to tal your attention to the circumstance that in Great Britain and
all other civilized countries in the world as far as known, except in
certain sections ofthe Lnited States, there as no tax on p.rsor.alty
allowed for loc-al taxation, this prnvilege and poter beng reserved
to the state. Your petationers thterefore pray that the Municipal
Act be so amended that, il the personalty is ta bs continued, it shall
be based on incone to ail citizens alike."

Mayor Sargent, of New Haven, Conn., an the course of bis in-
augurat message to the Counc last lanuary, made the following

remarks which are pertinent to the subject under discussion. le
said : It is claimed by students on the subject of taxation that the
taxation of capital and ail other personal property is unequal and
ur.just ta the conscientious and truthful, because only the few give
truc statements of their personal wealth. One of t.e commissioners
ai taxes in the city of New York has recently tesîiied under oath
that "the taxation of personal property is almost an entire failure :
that it leads ta efforti, and very strenunus efforts, on the part of
capitalsts (ail owners of personal property are capitalists) to renove
their property beyond thejurisdiction of the city and state. It offers
ro encouragement for capita ta come here i that the law as con
strued by the courts enables any one who chooses 1o so dispose of
his personal pruperty that the tax departnent cannot reach it
Those who understand the law and can take advantage of it, do so
in a majonty of cases. Those who are ignorant of the law and do
not understand their rights, pay taxes." The foregoing testimony
was given concerning the present tax laws of New York, which were
made for the express purpose of increasing and equalizing the taxes
on capital or other persnnal property, but resulting as usual in hatm
tu enterprise and labor, and n no corresponding gain to any other
property nor ta the body politic in morals or wealth. It is claimed
that by the taxation of personal property, hbera) expendituyes in
proper articles of use, or art in ail orins, and home adoirnrment, are
discouraged to the injury of labor. That if personal property in a
city were fret fron taxation more people of wealth would perman.
ently reside in that city, and there expend their income and invest,
or lend, their capital for use there, to the great benefit of labor. That
much capital now invested in other states or foreign countries
would corne to the place of securty, and of freedom from taxation,
ta the great benefit of enterprise, labor and permanent wealth. That
ail mechanical, manuifacturng and commercial industries would an-
crease ta the great benefit of labor, the necessary co-partner of capi-
tal in ail such enterprises. Any disadvantage or harmn attempted to
be put upon capital always reacts upon labor, while captal silently
flics away ta a place of securty, if nlot of profit.

HINTS ON BOOKKEEPING.

The success of every merchant depends largely oa the manner
in which his books are kept.

A man nay be a good buyer, a first class salesman, and have a
genal manner that wMU attract custurners to has shop, yet his bus:-
ness may not prosper, because his books are not kept in a methodical
manner and regularly posted up.

Country storekeepers neglect their books more than any other
class of merchants. In the larger towns and cities where extensive
businesses aredone,competent boakkeepers are usuallyemp>yed who
devote the whole of their time ta the work, and an such establish.
ments the bookkeepng is generally well attended to, but the average
country merchant who bas to do bis own bookkeepng or trust it to
incompetent clerks, gets his books so muddled that they are a
heavy lad on bis mmd by day and a nigltmare at nmght.

In order to make his business a success the propnetor should
know at least once every month, how nuch he bas purchased, huw
nuch he has sold for cash, how mirch on credit and how much he
lias collected from bis accotunts, and these facts can only be ascer-
tained by a proper system of bookkeeping.

It as not at ail necessary that the system should be an elaborate
one in which a great many books are used, but it is necessary that
whoever keeps the books should understand thoroughly tht system
on which he is working.

It is always better in business to be practical rather than theore-
tical, therefore any one who has not had experience in a good office
should adopt some simple system that he as likely ta be able ta
master, n place of tryng sone intricate system which may be very
nîce in theory, but not so easily carned out in practice.

Some very pretty theoretical boakkeeping is taught in our high
schools and commercial colleges, but it is (a be feared that a larg e


