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THE POLICY OF THE PATRONS OF INDUSTRY.

N thei Toronto Saturday Night of

{ "\ugust Ith, " .tark "lscore the

i" pn" potlicy% in the cilowitng t

terms :

sI40ek T-vo weeks in the country has e
ctanîvinc.td tme that the newspars
o the various cittes in Ontario, and
the politicians by their speeches and

miano:uverngs, have put an injury
upoi this province that will lot b

S *asiily remedied. 1 )uring the recent cleetitans

the pîapers and the politicians discussed the

Patrons of Industry nias moeet as soimCthig

that was purely political, and whenlever a Conservative paper

had the opportunity to annoiunce that a Patroni had takeln the

iield against a i.iberal with hig chances of defieating himi, it
dweit upon the fact witlh great rclish. Vhenever a Reforim

pâaer could state that a Patron had cole out in opposition to

a t 'tanservative with chances of tlooring hini, il alsu nanifestcd

jo>. Thle fact thait the Patrons were commercial revolutinoists

werc quite igiored. 'l'le niovenent wvas regarded sinply as

one that lent a new interest to the canpaign, and the politicians

vied with each other in extending courtesies to the inew.comiers

where any sniall advantage could bc gainîed. Ini a ccn:tituencic

wiere a L.iberal and a Patron were in oppositioi the Conser-

vatkies thought it good politics and very cunîning to put up no

candidate, but to plug straiglt for the Patron and elect imiii.

Where the conditions were reversed the Reformers cv;nced the

sanie cunning and elected the Patron. Ncarly every Patron in

the Ilouse aies his election tu the remarkable cunning of one

or other party machine im his constitucncy. And the busi-

ness depression that vill now sweep over the towns of Westeri

ontario will bc due to the sanie remarkalble cunning. Up in

H-luron Mr. M. Y. Mi.eain was a L.iberal nomince, opposed by

Mr. Wicisniller, a Patron, and while the litter found the organ-
ized farm vote at his back, Mr. Nelcan was soon niade aware

that in Seafo.tih and the other towns or villages of the conîstitu-

ency, lie could not count upon an% nore votes thian if it were

an ordinary party contest. Conservative townspeople thought

sucli an opportunity of defeating a Reformer was a great political

joke. They did not pause to rellect that in defeating one main

another nust bc elected, and that Mr. Weismiller was sworn to

a dry goods and grocery policy that would, if triumphant, empty
seventy per cent. of the residences of Seaforth and other towns,

and leave no business solvent but that of liquor selling. Thc

towaanspeople, infatuated with piolitîical cunning, did nlot panse to
consider that every vote they casit for a Patron candidate added
length of days and gave succor and strengtlh to an organization
that would have cows pasture in the market sqluares and have
bats fly about in every shop at present occupied by a local re-
tailer of iierchandise.

In South Grcy the situation was the sanie. *

This language [of mine] can only be called exaggerated on

th.: ground thai the Patrons are too huiman to stick together
long enough to accomplislh the ends thev have in view. Tie
town of Seaforth and the town of Durham and the town of

Kincardine and ail other towns and villages, are coisidered
unnecessary in the Patron schiene of political economy. If we
nay assume that thicîr logic is imdicated by their comniercial

chemle, we muîust eoanclutde that they consider the e ostce oifa

twn in the centre of i farmng district as contlusiv evidenCe

af their being rtlled . and wheni, bay dit erting their trade, they

uceed in drying up the channels i businiess it ha e kept

he town alive, and cause it to languisi and ils buildings to

dec ay and fall into the stretLs, thei oil can the- test assured

lhat that rollberi has ceased. ie idea that all men whl do

not grow grain or produce fond tr manufacture implements used

upon the farmî are nuddlemen and useless drones in the hive of

life, is a favonte dogia with a prel alent tariety of farnier who

is mor gien to argument Im the village bar than to cultivating

his ields. l'ie attempt to organile ail these theorists into a

compact body and to gatier round theni ail those hard-headed

and lotnest ien who aloind in agricultural )ntario, was not to

l>e feared until the cause was enginered througli a generail

election withtt coisiderallte success. lut now, vittin 19) or i7

relîreseiitaties in the i.cgislature and the prosiect of further

gaîins shouild other constituencies he otened up, there is reason

to fcar that th noveient will im -i sotme districts emlbrace the

entire farmmng commuit, and Icave retail ltsiiesses olit option

but to go out of existence. And this is the charge against

politicians and local party papers, that thiey baie, in iliir lind

cagerness to discomiit an old tine opi.nent, fostered a new

antagonist, who will turn out to be not ouni politically adverse

but who is bent upon iinancial rcprisals that extend to the

Iitterest limit and cease only whUen its strength fails.

suppose that the attempt ta organie the farniers sliauld suc-
ceed the nioveient has been assisted invery unxnected

luiarter and they should bccone a compact body for bulsmus

purposes. 'l'he pitl of Patron ga paiel is that the iiddleman

is an excrescence, and that the farimler can aind shall deal direct

with the factory, the retincrv, the Iirst producer of wiatever lie

needs. Thils sounids very sinmple. (,oods, however, require to

be stored and insured and parcelled and shipped whether the

distributing point be in a -ouîntrN town or in the wholesale

quarter of ic metropolis. 'l'ie starviig-otit of retail storcs

would resuit im fattenmng a host of so.called wholesale houses.

.l'hey could nlot handle the trade of the country without in-

creascd premises and a multiplication of clerks. The man who

fornerly conducted a little buîsmiecss in a westernî village and

supplied a hundred farmicrs with necessaries, woald now hustle

bchind a counter in a Toronto supply house and ill tUe needs

of his ild customers. But there would bc maniy points iof dif-

ference )ctweci the lirst an the last condition. For one thing,

there would be a littie building, a conbined house and store.

standing idie i lKiniroot. It would yield no taxcs for school pur-

p<oses, contribute no sum to church support, ami into its kitchein

there wouldnot dail> disappeara basket ai vegetables, meat, poultiy
or dary produce. l'e local mîarkets that (lot the country would

disappcar, excepat in so far as they arc shipyping points. Thle

large cities would grow larger, and tUe towns and tillagCs w ould

shrvel aup, i allfariers becaie latrosi. There would bc no

gradations bctwuel inctropolitan and bucolie life. Those who

could not ind employment in tUe cues as - niddlerren - (after

the location of middlemien had thus aecen traiisiferrd fromt a

thousand points to one central point where aIl such hnes of

business could bc organizcd into monopolistic strength) would

bc forced to take ui land and s astyi increase the bulk of grain,

routs and meats produccd withait widening the presenît market

hy an inch. In fact, all these people thlus ,forced inta the lausi-

ness of agriculture would not, as at present, bc consuners, but

would become producers, so that for a reduced deiand there


