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MR. ECKLEY B. COXE.
{N connection with the outline of proccedings of the appioach.
ing convention ot the American Saciety of Mechameal Engincers
m Montreal, which 1s printed elsewhere m this paper, we have
the pleasure of presenting to our readers i portrait and sketch
of the President of the Saciety, Mr. Lekley B. Coxe, of Drifton,
Pa. For the data employed in this sketch we are largely -
debted to an article by Mr. Wm. Kent, M.E, in Cassiers’
Magazine. )

The newly-clected presiden. of the American  Society of
Mechanical Engincers, Eckley Brintan Coxe, has been for many
years one of the leading spirits in the engincering profession.
In April, 1871, his name was the first signature to a cucular
issued by a commuttee consistng
of R. P. Rothwell, Martin Coryell,

THE LONG DISTANCE TELEPHONE.

A FEW weeks ago a busmess man i New Yok ity tele
graphed to the owaer of a big poultry farm in 4 small towe m
Iinois to go to Chicago and *meet ™ huw at a certam howr on
the long-distance telephone hine that now places New Yok on
speaking terins with Chicago. The Hhnas fanmer kept the
appointnent, and the two conversed together over the wites for
half an hour.

At the end of the conversation, the Hhinos man emerged
from the telephone booth, piuid his $54 with enure satisfaction,
and eaclaimed with great glee . * “ireat Scatt ' I've just sold
bundred thousand chickens !” "Tlus Wttle epasode “ pomnts
moral and adorns a tale.”  Such 2 text needs httle expounding
to a arcle of business wen, such
as compnse the majonty of the

and himself, calling 2 meeting of
mining engineers, to be held at
Wilkesbarre in May, to organize
the Amencan Institute of Mimny
Engineers. At this first meeting of
the Institute he wis elected one of
its vice-presidents and in 1878 and
apain in 1879 he was elected presi-
dent. Beng a dfrequent contribu-
tor to the *Transactions of the
Mining Engineers,” and a constant
attendant at its meetings, and being
head ofthe well-known firm of Coxe
Bros. & Co, the largest pnvate cor-
poration producing anthracite coul,
his name and face are more familiar
to the mining than to the mechani-
cal branch of the profession, but
since his work has been pre-cmi-
nently in the mechanical line, as
in the invention and construction
of machinery for miming, convey-
ing, and separating of coal, and
since the mechanical branch 1s in-
debted to him for the translating
and editing of Part 1. of Weisbach's
Mechanics, the Amcenican Socicty
of Mechanical Engincers has as
much right to claim lim and to
clect him us president as had the
older society.

Eckley Brinton Coxe was born

readers of this magaane.  Lake
the first ponnt,

Correspondent No. 1 telegiaphs
fron. New Yok to Clicago to
correspondent No 2 at some pro
vincial town 1 Hhnos, 1o po to
Chicago m oider tha: he man talk
to hum.  Pomnt the second  Fhey
talk for half an hour at a cost of
$354. I a personal meeting had
had to be ananged, they would
probably bave tatked for severad
hours before tommg 10 a settle
ment, the time spent i travdg
by one of them would have been
from three o foar days at a
nmmitaum and the actual evpense
about $100.

Point the thiad . A sale amount-
ing 1o, say at lcast, $:0,000, was
effected with gream promptness, and
without the wmtervention of any
mid feman,  Surely no better s
trativa of the vusiness poss ! hities
of the long-distanc e telephone could
bedesired.  Engineenng Magasne.

CUTTING MICA.

AT the glass house e mnce s
put nto shape for shipment. he
The blocks vary weatdy wm swe.
One fiom the Wiseman nune, near

in Philadelphia, lune 4th, 1839.
He praduated from the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania in 1838. After completing a course in
the scientific department of that institution, he was cngayed
six months in topog=aphical geological work, in the anthracite
coal segion of Pennsylvania. In 1860 he went abroad to
continue his studies. The next two years were spent at the
Ecoles des Mines, in Paris, and then a year in the Bergakademie
at Freiburg, Saxony. He subsequently spent two years in
visiting and studying the pracucal uperation of the mines of
England and the Continent.  With lus brothers he inhented
large coal estates in Pennsylvania, and his entire cducation
had been directed with the special object of prepanng him for
their management.  Consequently upon his return to the United
States in 18635, Mi. Coxe, in company with his biother, under
the firm name of Coxe Bros. & Co., began the business of
mining anthracite coal in the Lehigh region.  Smce that tme
he has been cngaged in the operation of his company's
collieries.

in the operation of these mines he has won a high reputation
as one of the most progressive, able and honorable representa-
tives of the grreat coal mining industry.

In 1880 Mr. Cox was clected to the Senale of Pennsylvania,

Mr. Coxeisa member of other engineering and scientific
bodies besides the two of which he has been chosen president,
among them the Amecrican Society of Civil Engincers. the
Engincers' Club, and the American Association for the Advance-
ment of Science.  He was one of the vice-presideuts of the
last named at its New York meeting in 1887.

Spruce e, 15 repotted to have

. been six feet long by three wide.
Pieces a yird in dinmeter have been obtamed a2 the Ry mine,
in Yancey county, and sumlarly plates have been found
Siberia, but these are exceprional.  The aserage block i a little
larger than the page of a magaane, and s generally less than
six inches in thickness. It separiies very readily o sheets
parallel to the base of the prism.  Itis estmated, sayvs O L
Henderson, i the Popular Science Monthly, that thes dieavage
may be carnied so fir that it would take three hundrad thousand
of the mica plates to make an inch. It is needless to say, how.
ever, that such z thickness 1s not suntable for service i stoves
and furnices. The mica is generally sphtinto plites varving
from about i to 1-64 of annch m thickness. In prepanng
these plates for market, the first step 15 to cat them mta sutable
sizes.  Women are frequently employed in this work, and doat
as well as, if not bett , :hanthe men. The cutter suus on a
special bench which is provided with a huge pair of shears, one
leg of which is firmly fived to the bench atself, while the movable
legr is within convenient grasp.  [tis requisite that the sheass
shall be sharp and true, for otherwise they will tear the mica

The patterns according to which the maca s cut are arranged
in a case near at hand. They arc made of tn, wood, oy paste
board, according to the preference of the establishment.  Gen
crally they a.c simple rectangies, varymyg i wize from ahout four
square inches to aighty.

A telegraph hine 1510 process of construction by the
Co., from Kingston to Ottawa, via the Ridear Canal route
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