60 VOX WESLEYANA

armament of modern times. But, glorious
as it would have been had we lived in any
of these times, we have been reserved for
a still higher glory, to be members of the
grandest Empire in the history of the
world and in an age the most glorious
since ages began to be numbered.

It has been well said of our age that it is
““throbbing with the impulses of powerful
forces.”  The heir of sixty centuries. it
contains within itself all the impulses and
forces that thrilled the minds and stirred
to action the men of former generations—
that invincible courage that so often has
hattled against the oppressor in defense of
home and kindred and country. that love
of knowledge and that spirit of enquiry
that broke through the darkness of the
middle ages and brought home to men all
those treasures of learning and wisdom
that we now enjoy: that religious fervor.
that arising in the sixteenth century. and
being re-kindled in the eighteenth, has car-
ried to all lands the Dblessings of liberty
and truth. Civilization is spreading rapid-
ly on all sides. On the west we sce it lay-
ing holdof Japan and transforming it from
an insignificant group of islands into one
of the foremost nations of the time: on
the east we see it laying hold of Palestine.
with all its antique modes of life. and
transforming it into a modern community;
of Africa and raising it to its place among
the continents. Tn this age man is ming-
ling among his fellows as never before.
He is jostling against men of cvery color
and creed. and is feeling. as man never
felt before, the truth of Paul's declaration
to the Athenians: * God hath made of one
blood all nations of men for to dwell on all
the face of the carth.”

In such an age as this it is wholly im-
possible that a community can scparate it-
self from contact with the rest of man-
kind. Years ago a section of peoplein the
United States believed it to be possible.
Accordingly. turning their backs upon civ-
tlization and their faces towards the un-
known West. thev set out. They marched
for hundreds of miles. They endured
hardships and encountered dangers inde-
scribable. At length they reached their
chosen abode .awhere they fondlv hoped
they could live in their own way un-
molested by the external world.,  Vain
was their hope. The march of civilization
drove them out. In more recent vears we
have seen the same experiment being tried
in South Africa. A community of Dutch

farmers have attempted to seclude them-
selves from contact with their fellows of
other nationalitics. But in vain. Though
they have made repeated migrations, civili-
zation has followed them until to-day we
see them forced to turn and attempt to
withstand their relentless pursuer. I am
perfectly well aware that the dispute be-
tween Great Britain and the Transvaal has
been complicated by a great number of un-
fortunate incidents—the desire of the Afri-
cander to recover his lost prestige. the dis-
covery of gold in the Transvaal, the Jame-
son raid, the ill-success that has hercto-
fore attended British expeditions against
the Boers; but. notwithstanding, 1 confi-
demty maintain that if we were to strip
away all the side questions and issues that
surround it we would find that the real
cause of the trouble is not a question be-
tween nations or between different policies,
but whether in this age of the world's
progress a community can separate itself
from contact with the rest of mankind. and
say to the onconving tide of civilization,
*Thus far shalt thou come and no farther.”

It is fiot my intention this evening to
consider whetlrer the situation thus raised
warranted recourse to arms or not. There
arce some who hold that the limit of diplo-
macy had not vet been reached? there are
others. equally sincere, who maintain that,
in view of the decp-seated hostility of the
Boer to everything British. war was in-
evitable. I do not pretend to decide. But
taking matters as 1 find them, 1 proposeto
show in the short time left at my disposal
that the cloud of devastation now bursting
upon the Transvaal has yet a silver lining,
and that over the arca where desolation is
now rampant great good will come as a
result of this war.

The first streak of silver that I sce in the
lining of his cloud is the establishment be-
yond aquestion of British supremacy in
South Africa. This means the suppression
of all internal strife and the guaranteeing
to every man of every race and creed that
caual justice to he found under British in-
stitutions alone.

The second streak of silver is the estab-
lishment of a uniform _systeny of govern-
wment for all the British possessions  in
South Africa.  This is by no means the
dream of an idealist. A study of the
physical conditions of the country war-
rants such a conclusion. nav. makes it
necessarv.  Cape  Colony. Qranee  Free
State. Natal. the Transvaal. Rhndesia. and



