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arnmanient of modern tinies. Bult. gloriouis
as it %vould liave beeni liad %ve Iived in any
of thiese tinies. we have bcen reserv-ed for
a still ighler glrto be miembers of the
grandest: Emnpire ii thic history of the
wvorld and in an age the iost gloriauis
silice agcs began to be iiuniibercd.

It lias been w'ell said of our age tluai it is
thirobbiiag witl ilie inipulses, of povcrful

forces." l'lie hieir of sixty centuries. it.
contains %vithin jîseif aIl the impulses ani(
forces thiat thrilled the nîinds and stirred
to action the mcn of former generations-
that, inv incible courage that so, often lias
batled against the oppressor iii defense of
hionic and kindred and country. thlat love
of knowledge and tliat spirit of cnquliry
tlhat broke tbroughi the (larkness of thle
iniddle ages and brouglit llne to mien ail
tliose treasur-es of learning and %visdoni
tliat WvC now enjoy: tlîat religious fervor.
tliat arising ia the sixteenth century. and
being re-kindled il,. the eighîteentb. lias car-
ried to aIl lands tie blessings of liberty
anti truîli. Civilizationl is spreading rapid-
ly on ail sides. On thic w~est wve se it lay-
îag liol(lof japan and transforiingii it fron
an insignificant group of islands inito Otie
of tie for-Cllo.st-latiolns of thie tinie: on
thîe east wve sec it laving liold of Palestine.
wvith aIl its antique modes of life. andI
transfornîing it inito a nmodemn comnîunîiiity;
of Africa andi raising it to its place anîoang
the contincxit:. Ili ibis age nman is inîng-
ling aniong luis fcllows as neyer liefore.
J-l e is jostling against mien of evcry color
rand crced. antI is feeling. as nin neyer
felt liefore. thic truilu of Paul's declaration
to the Athienians: God bîath inade of onle
blood ail nations of miea for to tlWcil on ail
the fac-c of thic cairtli."

li sucli anl age as tluis it is %vliollyv nui-
piossible fiat a conîiuniiiitv can separate it-
.self froni contact wvith ftic rest of niani-
kind. Years ago a sectionî of people iii the
UT nitcd States believeci it in lm- possible.
Accordingly. turingi tlieir backs ulpon civ-
ilization aidtl teir faces towards the un-
kniowui WeT st. thecv set mit. Thev niarclîed
for luindrcds of miles. Thlev cndur-ed
luar<islips, andi encomntered dlangers inde-
scrihablc. At lcnigtlh tliey reaclied tlheir
chioscen aliode w'lier-c tllcv fondlv liopiec
tluev could live iii tlîcîr, owMi NvaI' iin-
îuîolcec liv the external wvorl(l. Vain
%vas fîicir liope. Tule inarcbi of civilization
drove ilueni ont. Ini nmore recmnt vrsw'c
have secal the saine experiniient lueincr tried
in Southi Africa. A conîuîînniiitv of Ditcli

farmiers hiave attenjipted to s-ecilude tieilu-
selves froin contact wv1 th tlicir fellovs of
otlher nationalities. But iii vain. Tliougli
tily have iiade repeated nmigrations, civili-
zation lias followved luein unltil to-day we
see tlîciîî forced to turn anid attenipt to
%vitlistaîid tlîeir relcntless pursuer. 1 ain
pe.rfectly Nvell aware tiat thec dispute be-
twccn Great Britain and the Transvaal lias
beii coluil icated îy a, great nuniiiber of un-
fortunate incidents-flic d-esire of the Afri-
cander to recover lus lost prestige. the dis-
covery of gold in the Transvaal, thîe Janue-
s;on raid, the l-success tlîat lias lîcreto-
fore attended B ritishî expeditioîis against
thue Boers ; but. niotîithistzaîidiîig,, 1 confi-
dently inaintain tlîat if wve wcere to, strip
aav ail thîe sitie questions andi issues tîlat
surrotiid it. w"e wvould find that thîe real
cause of thîe trouîble is not a question be-
îtveen nations or bctwecn dlifferent policies.
but wlictlier ia tlîis age of tie wvorld's
j)rogress a coiiiîy cani separate itself
froin contact %vith ftic rest of inankiiîd. andI
say to thec onlconihng tide of civilization.
-TIiuis far sliah tlhoi conie antI no fartdier.-

It is bot ily intention, tlîis eveaîing to
consider %vluetlrcr thue situation Ilins raised
w'arrantetl recourse 10 ai-ais or not. Tliere
are soie vio, ]lîo(dit the limiit of diplo-
nîacy liad îuot vet l)eci reaclicd- tliere are
olliers. equally sincere. %vlîo aiîtaîin thiat.
iii view of thîe tleep)-seateti lîostility of t.ie
Boer to everytlîing Britisli. %var wvas iii-
evîtable. I dIo not prctend to decide. But
taling iuatters as 1 find tlîeîî. 1 prop)ose 10
shiow ia the short tinlie left at nîly disposaI
tliat thec cloiud of devastation uîowv bursting
ulpoî the Transvaal ]las; ct a silver lhiilîng.
andI tluat over thîe arca wvlîcre desolation is
îuOw ramplant grecat goofi will cornle as a
restIlt of thuis wvar.

The first stîrcakz of silver thaït 1 sec il. thec
liing of lus clould is thîe establishmeint be-
vond onlestiou of B3ritishî suprciacy n
Southi Africa. Thîis imans thîe suppression
of aIl] internai sgtrifC and( thîe guiaraîîtecîng
to cvery min of cvery race and creecî tlîat
cinual justice to lie founid under Britishî iii-
stitutions alonle.

l'lie second sireak, of silver is thue cstab-
lislunucent of a iinifonii systeni; of goveria-
ient for aIl the l3rilisl possessions ii
Sontli Africa. Thîis is Iv no icans the
dr1ea.î11 of aur idcalisf. A study of the
plîysical conditions of the counltry war-
raîits stucli a conclusion. uuaV. nliakzer it
nlccess;,arv. cape Colnny. Oirangie Fre
State. Natal. tie Transvaal. Rioei.andi


