Theit converts were sery pomesons 10 China , 1t wasonly by anelenung
pereccutions that the tracen of therr Jsbors wese blosted out 1n that country.
One of the adhetenms of theit faith, the celebrated Prester John, founded
& Chnstisn emjure n Tantary.  This actinity presaled for neatly 8 thou-
rand years, though in different degrees at different perronde; and at one
ume thete were nutabered no less than tweenty-five mettopotian Secs of
the Nestonan farh.

Tn what maaner they hecame reduced by the all-conquenng Mosem
aword, ull the fechle remnant of them were indebied, probatug, 1o dheir
mouniain fastnestes for theit preservation, (hete 1s ant epace here 10 de-
ectibe, Previons 10 the vaot to them of Messra, Smuih and Dweght in
1630, they had become atinost lost to the Chnetian worid.  They were
shen about 340,000 1n number, of whom 40,000 resided on the plam, and
he test among the mountains.  No images or pictutes weie foumd in thess
churches, few cf superstinious tites prevaled among them than among any
of the oricntal sects, the Bible was regarded hy thein se the numatic ap-

Al in all inattera of faith, (hough coprea of 1t were very rate, and conld
e tead atill more rarely with undersianding.  Except in a few inttances,
none but the eccleriantica could read, and such a thing as o weman being
tavght was unknown. ‘Fhe language of the Neatonians is a modern diae
fect of the ancieny Syriac. Their eacred books atc nearly oll weitten in
he auciemt Sytine, the Janguage, it ta2upposed, which waein use in Syna
n the time of Chnet ; and it istn pars on the fact that they use a language
as clusely connceted with this os the tmodern Greek is with the ancient,
that they rest their clalm of being the descendants of the Jewe,

Statsons.—Ms, Petkina teceived his appointment to the Nestonana in
1833, but diil not 1ake up his abode among them till two years later,
What welcome was given m and fns fellow-labouzers who liave smce
gone thete, how greatly God hae blessed thete labote, how debghefully chat
ame y ¢h which distinguished tlns people in fornies smes
m manifesting itself, what eimplicity thete 1« to their faath, what fessency
in their prayers, what love they hnve for the Ihible, must be learned trom
* Dr, Perking’s Reasdence in Pernia,! and from the « Heeald.?

Qroomnah is a city of about 2000 inhatutants, Tt s snnated on a
elight clevation about ten miles west of the lake and within two niies of
the tnountains,  Among the Persiane ft 13 cenoswned ar beng the bigthe
place of Zoroaster. Gardens of vast extent suriourd the eny on cvery
aide. The missionsry etanion i a hittle out of the city,  eir is five ilee
back from the cuy, at an elevanon of ncarly onc thoueandd foet above the
plain, in a situanon at once grand and Leautiful, commanding a view of
the city, lake and plain, and indced of the whole province.

Welcome to a seturmng Missionarg.—\When, three years 320, ill
health obliged e, Stoddasd 10 leave Jus labors for & seaton, inany of the
Nestorians accompamied them out of the cuy, holdng their horrea by the
bndle, and begging them wih tearr not 1o leave them.  On fus return,
in Junc, these same petsone went forth 10 meet lim, eome of them ns far
as Gavalan, thuty males from Qreonnah, and eull greater numbers as the
distarce grew less, Uil the sway wos almost blocked up by them,—some on
honeback, some on toot ; bishops, prieate, deacons, teachers, pupils, all
cagerly pressang forward to take him and his compamons by the haud and
bid them welconie.

< Contrast.—Six years ago, when the eeminary at Seir waa placed na-
der the care o Mr. Stoddard, he found very much to excite lus fears that
the enterpnse would be unsucceasful.  Not one of the students was pious :
nosee, and hotd 7 d ; habuts of lying oud theft
wete afinost unnereal; and there was an indifference to relgions truth.
What a change has God wrought ! Nota few have gone forth as preache
cte, and delives the messages of ealvation in geaphic language and wah
an uaaifected unction, and they are eager to travesse the plain and pence
1ate the mobntains that they may make full proof of their rmaistry
Sull othera are teachers of common schools, many of them being povs.
“I'hurty of the present members of the schoul (about three-fourths of the
whote number) comtort the hearts of ther teachers by their consistent and
prayezful deportment ; and order, sobniety, diligence and a thirst for learn-
g ate stnkingly mamfest an them all.  Although there is only the ordi
nasy rebgious interestin the echool, a stranger who should happen in at
he pray ing and more Ity who should stand near the range
of prayererooms as they were retring, would be likely to think lie was in
the midat of a revival, so * fervent and effectual® would he find the sup-
pheations of these youth, many of whoni were brought up aniong thieves,
hars and murdeters.  Every Sabbath some of then go out to the adjocent
villagea to sell the story of sedeemng love,

A New Station.—About reventy miles northwert from Oroomiah, in
the mountains, 1s the ¢ graat and beautiful plam of Gawar, hemmed in and
ovethung by some of the wildest and boldest Koordish rangea’ ‘This
disttict contatas only twenty willages, but within a day’s nde from any
central point are sixty-mine more.  On the south-west side of the plain,
ut the bate of the great Jeloo and on the th ghiare to the
wountains beyond, 13 Memikan, the village of Deacon Tomo and of the
patents of Guwergis, It has but fifty or sixty inhabitants, but these have
reccaived much religious 1nstruction from Deacon Tamo, and look with
favor on having missionanics dwell among them.  In this village Mr. Coan
and hig family and Mr. Rhiea took up their abode, November 22, and
have thus formed & station among * the mountnins’ ‘Their first accome
modatians les Mr. C. describe.  The houses of Gawar are burrows in the
carth, with 2 hole over head to admut the hght and aflow the escape of
unoke, where horses, cattle, sheep, goats, hens, vermn, men, women and
children are.the disputants for the territory.  YWe have tucceeded 1n ohe
1aining a place under Deacon Tamo's roof, shut off fron the other occu-
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pants of the houte, Qur chests hare thus fat served for a bedstead at
nmight and a table by day, but we never slept mote soundly of ate with
more cheerfol hearts than now.  Qut floor is the eazth and ouf carpeting
ie hay, but we hepe ere long to be more comlortable in some of these
sespecte.’

Rcfm weeks Iater Mernea, Stocking and Stoddatd, in making them
visit, encountered snaw of such depth that they wese four hours in sccom=
phshing right miles, and the thesmometer stood one motning at zeto, and
the next, four degrees iower.  Buty M{ they, * It wwas pleasant to find
them #0 happy o0 there remote nnd self.denying muation, and fo ready 10
sing of the loving-hindness of the Jord.

“Thie meagure of forming n new etarion 1 one of great importance.  1f
God ehais prospes the underiaking, the gospel wili ere long be as esten-
sively preached atmong the moamaien sson the plan , aad what has heen
witneezed av Geog Tapa aud other places, a8 it shall be repeated in theee
secluded vulages, will cause joy among the angels m the presence of
God.—=Jour. of Mirs,

PAINS THE HEATHEN TARE TO GET TO HEAVEN.

They ste yery great; they are contlnued nacemittingly duting lite ,
they are rometimes excecdingly painful and expentive, and in most, if
nat all cascs, they are dane with the utmost sincerity  The heathen rx-
pect to reach heaven by their good worke, and as inost of them have an
idea that it is a place of happiness and ftecdom from pain, they take no
little trouble to rccure this sbode of joy, and are wot at all sshamed to
hiave it known that this is their objeet. Inssmuch as the Evil One who
leade these pagans eaprive in his toile knows that alt their efforia to er
cure heaven will f3il a1 last, the impression and Gl convictlon W
Tieaven fe 10 be obrained by good works is not at all distabed in their
minde 1 §s a kind of reproach to Christluna 1o hear of the immenee
sums lavished on idolatrous festivals and temples by the rich_In heathen
tands, nnd compare them h the small contnbutions of those who
“hase been bought with a price;” but i the latter believed 1l ey could
reach ieaven with money, plenty of It would be cxpended  ‘The licathen
duen not give his money, vor afillict himeeld, without an wbject, he doca
not throw his chitd into the Granges, nor hiimself under the wheels o) a
car to e erushed, without an adequate conviction that the price is com-
menwtate with the object  The seties of jdolatrous cezemonies required
by the ritual of paganian is 2o minvte, too, that rehgion mixes fisch vp
in cvery thing, and the presence of idolatrous eyinbols in the house aud
by the way, at the temple and in the shop, everywhere recall this grest
ohyect of hfe.

1¢ is eatimated that about foar hundred millions of dollars ase annually
expended in China for religious purposes, such asthie erection and sepairs
of temples, worship of the dead, and expenses of festivals ; and when the
olyect, the ultimate object ¢f the outlay ‘of this large eum s eought out,
it resolves fteclf into a desire 10 eccure happiness and heaven ofier death
and avoid micety.  In most, the desire to avoid suffeting is perhaps paras
mount, bat cithe side of the motive—to reach heaven, or avoid hell—
amounts to the tame thing  What an impelling motive must that be in
the human breast, which conatautly urges our (ellowmen, in pagan coun-
triea, even on the alight dictum of another oaignorant as they are, to
make the sacsifices they do to reach heaven.  We see, too, when Chrise
tianity loses it vitnlity in mummerics of formalism, the same principle is
exhibited, and good works are piled on each other,—money, time, suffer.
inge, prayings, fonms—all are lavished, in endless vatiety, 1o win the
golden prize The proverb, ** As face answereth 1o face, in water, so
does the hears of man toman,” is herein exemphfied.

As toon os one begins to press home 1o o Clinese nind, for Instance,
the atonement of Christ and belief in hin, o8 the only meane of winning
tlus prize, he batka at there being nothing 16 do, no works to petfonn, no
penal ceremonies to go through. * Confucius taught us,” he eays, “ not
to lie, not to stea), ner to kill, and 0 obey our pasentss and he was a holy
mon ; why do you only say, believe in Jesus?  How shall one believe in
Jeews?™ letc the power of man stops; for God the Spirit can only
teach the poor soul Ao to believe in Jesus.  Few have got so far as to
nsk 1his queation, ond this great mass of human beings, * living without
God and without hope In the world,” are taking so much pains to get to
heaven by performing good works, that it is a tacit reproach to those peo-
ple in Christian lands, who know that this happy land cannot be reached
by this road, and yet hardiy think of the urgeot call there is for them 1o
teflect, to see them thus earnest and paina-taking It is a serious thought,
that of the millions of Chinese who will be found on the left side of the
Judge at the last day, (mose of them than of any other one nation by
far,) almost all of them 100k great pains, apent much money, and thought
much, to get to heaven after death,—and all missed their object for cver,
—Jour. of Miss.

CALABAR.

Extaacr of LrTTEr Frox Rev. Ms. Wabverr.
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The opposite of benevolence, is in_the phrae,
« Every man for himeelf,” and which is one of the great_and universally
prevaleat sins of the humanrace  Selfilove isneceseary, for we must love
oursclves, that we mny love our neighbours as ourselves  But if wholly
confined to oureelves, then it becomes tter and base selfivhnees.  “Fhip




