HAPPY DAYS.
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one all dav. Theyv had played
|

cobs and waad, and still their father
and mather did not come. Thev went
down the lane nd into the road to
look for them agsin and again. bnt
no one was in sight. Then they ran down
to the barn to play “ blacksmith ™ with a
hammer and a hatehet which they found in

|
the woodshed. In the barn they found a

big iron kettle that their father used to
eook the “??10‘ potatoes m to feed the ]‘if_'~_
They turned it upside down, and stood
one on each side and pounded on it, as they
had seen the men pound on the anvil at
the blacksmith’s shop on the corner.
Bang! Bang! Bang! Bang! went the
little hammers amin, and the children
langhed and shomted as ﬂu-}' tried to see
whe eculd make the most noise. Theyv
langh: 4 londer than ever when Rabhbie's
hammer went throngh the kettle and made
biz hole. Thev pounded awav ami¢l it

: ?'T";

inte hits. By this time they

were warm and tired. and sat down to
rest.  Then thev beean to wonder what

their father wonld think when he saw that

thev had broken the kettle. Theyv talked |

wnt it awhile. and then what do von |

think those nanehty children did 7 Thev

th _"'--“. un :l‘! ';.l‘ I'i'w"\ "{ 11]1 :\'l"'.."‘,
threw them under the barn, awav
. one eomld  see  them.
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B e They did

fee! very happy, and it cseemed a

e, But when

caw them eoming thev did not
to meet them as usual. Thc-_\

re very quiet all the evening, and

' ‘ hat was the
or sl nothing, think
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] ' ftell her Iu ore

ent to bed. Bedtime eame, and &

ev knelt at their maother's knee to

pravers. . how naunghty

felt! but «till they did not sav
what thev had done.

Katie lav awake a long time after

her mother had gone down-stairs and

! them in the dark. She was a

| she

i tucked them in bed, and they were s
{ sound asleep, even though the thunde

brave little wirl. aud was not afraid of the
lark, but tonight she felt as if some one
as zoing to eatel her. She was afraia to

S the wind began 1o blow. Then the

nHyY de the rom as f.:?:‘n as -LI.\ b
het eans hunder!  Presently
hatie heard a sol. “0 Roblie?!” she

i=pered, T are vou awake !
*Yes! Isu't it awful dark ¢ answered
Robbie, * and the thunder makes sueh o

O Robbie! what if the lightning
should strike us like it did that tree in the
vard last summer.”

“ Or if the house should blow over like
ie, I'm SOrrv we hid
the kettle under the barn.”

“Yes, and that we didn’t tell mother
about it.”

They were both erving by this time.
'”:o-.\‘ crept close together and hid thei
heads under the covers to shut out th
awful noise, bat they conld not shut on
their guilty feelings.

Presently Katie whispered, “ Let's g
and tell mother now.”

So two little white fizures stole out «
the bed, and erept dowa the stairs. The;
knocked at their mother’s door, then crej
up to her bed. “ What's the matter?
asked. * are vou sick 77
“ No,” sobbed Robbie, “but we can’
sleep because we are so naughty, and it’
so dark up there.”

Then they told her all about it. Theig
parents kissed them and forgave them
Then they knelt down by the bed, ar
asked God to forgive them too. Thei
mother took them upstairs again, a:

Unele John's! O Ka

was still making a loud noise, for, as Xat4
said, it was “all quiet inside.”

When God is satisfied with us we sha
be satisfied with God.




