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THE CANADIAN CASKET,

EISTORICAL.

W As Morality Is tho sclonco of human Jife, 80
History may bo dofincd to be morality-tuught by
examplo.”’

Having passed through the period inter-
vening between the deluge and the confa-
sion of tongues, historians lead us to
ancient Egypt, the land which Rollin
snys. ¢‘seemedto place its chief glory in
raising monuments forposterity.” A sin-
gle sketchis here suflicient to’fill. us with
astonishr~~nt. Speaking of Thebes, the
capital of Uppsr Egypt, or Thebais, Dr.
Mavor says, ‘it might indisputably vie
with the most illustrious cities of the uni-
verse, whether considered with respect
to its extent, wealth or population. Pre-
vious to its destruction by Cambyses, its
extent is said to be no less than fifty-two

miles and a half : so great was its wealth,
that after it had been plundered by the
Persians, three hundred talents of gold,
and two thousand three hundred of silvor,
were found among the remains of the
pillage; and Homer, speaking of its pop-
ulation, informs us, that from euach of its
hundred gates :ssued {wo hundred war-
tiors, with their iorses and chariots.” In
1778, Mr. Sonnini visited the ruins of this
once magnificent city. “It would be im-
possible,” he observes, ‘“to describe the
eonsations I expaorienced at the sight of ob-
Jects so truly grand and majestic. It was
nc* simple admiratiop, but an ecstacy
which suspended the use of my faculties :
1 rémained a long time motionless with
rapture, and was more than once inclined
to prostrate myself in veneration before
monuments, the erection of which seem-
ed to surpass the genius and the powers
of man. Colossal and other gigantic sta-
tues, obelisks, avenues, formed by rows
of sphinxes were still visible, tho’ shame-
fully mutilated, porticos of a prodigious
levation,immense colonnades, the pillars
of which are some twer.ty, and some thir-
ty, feet in circumference, paintings which
still retain an incomparable brilliancy s
granite and marble lavished in structures;
stones of astonishing dimeusions forming
the magnificent roofs ; and thousands of
prostrate columns which hterally strew
the ground, combine to strike the behold-
er with equal admiration end amazement.
But among the auntiquities of Egypt
nothing has excited more curiosity, or
created more wonder than the pyramids
which are to'be found in the Lybian de-
gerts, to the largest of which historians al
16w forthe area of its basis more than ele-
ven English acres of ground, while its
height is four hundred and eighty-one feet
perpendicular. It is built as are the oth-
ers, with a white sandy stone, and con.
tains a vast number of apariments embel-
lished with the finest marble. It is as~
setted by PHny and Diodorus, that the

erection of this pyramid affordod employ-
ment forthree hundred and sixty thousand
men for twenty years, and it is said, that
no less a sum than 1600 talents of silver,
equul to 1,836,000 dollars, was expended
in “garlic, loeks, onions. &c. for the work-
men.” The period of their erection is
supposed to be more than three thousand
years ago, and they are conjectured to
have been intended for the receptacles of
the remeins of the Egyptian monarchs.

The lake of Moeris, however, is pro-
nounced by Herodotus to bo the nobiest
and most wonderful of all the works of
the Egyptian kings, It isabout a day’s
journey in length, halfaleague hroad, and
its depth in tho middle, is about fifty fa.
thoms. King Moeris is said to have con.
structed it ““for the purpose of correcting
the irregularities of the Nile, either by
preventing the stagnation of the water in
other places, to the detriment of the lands,
or by preserving an ample supply when
the river failed in its usual prolific innun=~
dations.”

Nor is the attontion of the traveller in
Egypt confined to the stupendous works
of art which, after the lapse of centuries,
remain to astonish the modern world ; the
river Nile presents one of the most extra-
ordinary pheasomena of nature, rising ev-
ery spring to a sufficient height to fill the
numberless oanals in which its fertilizing
watersare conveyed over the laund, “With
_respect to the time of its increase,” says
Dr. Mavor, “it commences in May, yet
no public notice is taken of it (ill the {at.
ter end of June, when it has usually risen
to the height of ten or twelve feet. The
public criets then begin to proclaim it
through all the Egyptian cities, and con-
tinue to publish its daily augmentation till
it rises to the height of twenty-four feet,
when the dam of the great canal at Bu-
lak is opened with great solemnity, and
the day is devoted to feasting, fire-works,
and all other demonstrations of public re-
joicing.” .
“While contemplating,” says the same
author, * the fertility occasioned by this
truly wonderful river, we are naturally
led to observe the two beautiful prospects
which, as the result of its influence, E-
gypt exhibits at two seusona of the year.
It is,indeed, impossible for the most ar-
dent imagination to form a scene more
interesting and delightful than presents
itsslf to the entranced spectator at either
of these periods; for if a man ascends
some lofty mouatain, or one of the great
pyramids of Grand Cairo, in the month
of July or August, he beholds with a-
mazement & spacious sea, spotted with in«
numerable towuns andvillages, intersected

contrasted with groves aud orchards;

while a magaificent display of sylvan and

with several causeys, and occasionally.

mountain scenery bounds the] dolightful
view, and terminales a most exquisite hor«
izon at the utmost distance the eye can
possibly discover. Oua the sontrary. if
the view be taken in winter, that is, in
the months of Junuary and February, the
whole country resembles one extensive
meadow, clothed with the fnest vardure,
and enamelled with an infinite variety of
flowers ; the plains are embellished with
numberless flocks and herds; the mild
zephyrs are litorally impregunated with
the sweotest odors that rise from tho or-
ange and lemon bloszoms, and the air {s
altogether so pure and salubrious, that a
more healthful or agreeable climate caps
not be found in the universe; and, for
this rezson, nature, which scems to droop
andlanguish in every other climate, ap~
pears atthis time to triumph in the dee
lights of her Egyptian abode

BIOGRAPHIOAL.
“"WThe proper study of mankind is Man.”?
NELL GWYNN. .

Ereanor Gwynn was the danghter of a
tradesman in mean circumstances, who
could notafford to bestow on hier much
education, but who took care te introduce
lier to as good company as possible, and
to implant in her mind & sense of virtio
and delicacy. At an early age sha weat
to live with a widow lady, where a coun.
sullor at law seeing her, vas smitten with
her beauty, and made love to her in sa-
ther a violeat manner, but without suc-
cess. This coming tc the knowledgs of
the lady, who hersel{ had a penchant for
the lawyer, she became joalous, and or-
dered Nell to quit the house ; she imme.
diately did so, but met with a cold recep-’
tion from her father, whose ear had been
poisoned rogarding her condust by her
mistress, by whom he was advised to eend
her into the country,to wean hor from
flattery, and cure her of self- concsit, for
which purpose the lady put ten juineas
into his hand.

Her father believing the story, threat:
ened to abandon her for ever, unless she
consented to live with an aunt in York.
shive. Our heroine however would not
consent to go, but direeted her attention
towards the stage, on which, as she was
remarkable for beauty and vivacity, she
imagined her figure alone, without any
:theatrical requisites, would enable lier to
succeed , or, at least, if she could not
wear the buskin with success, she eppré«
kended no objection to her appearing as
a lady in waiting, or one of the maids of
the bed-chamber to the queens of the
stuge. .

Animated with these fancies, she cone
ceived one of the boldést schémed a 5&:-1
of her sducation could possibly imagine.
Sho left hor fathor's bouse, took a gantea¥




