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13..ALLEN TO A. CAMPJiý:Bl-LL,

AGAINST RECEIVING M-NEMBERS TO BAPTISM% MERELY ON~
A PROFESSION 0F TIIEIR FAITH.

Bi-other Carnpbell,
1 READ,, with a g-reat deal -of pleasure, your Christicin Bapîist.

Your April îîumber Nvas truly pleasing. 0O1 some topics, howvcvr,
initroduced into that ivvrk, 1l have doubtcd iilîcther the e.ditoi basl)ot,
in.oppusingcrror, sometimes gone to an extreine I will specify one case
-hal. of receiving niembers into the chuîrch, on t le bare expression or
(leclaratioil made by the euîîuclî to Plîilip, the cvangelist. 'N o w,
thiat, aniongst the I3aptists, there are sorme tiniies mîany unnecessary
questions asked, and many, very xnany, unnicecssary and -.ithusiastic
things told, is adînitted and lamiented. It is also admnitted. that iii
the New Testament, there is 11o example of any being received into
the chureli or churches by the relation of a christiani experience.
But, brother, you admit on sonie other cases, (and that of divine
command ton) that a change of circunistances and custoîns rnay
justify a change of practice, wvhere the uiianifest design and spirit of
the practice or conmand of Christ and bis al)ostles are not viotated ;
as in the case of the - holy kiss," five tunes enjoined. by the apostles,
being strictly obeyed by the chrisliau shalze-lùtnds, aîîd this 's argncd
fri-n the change oU custoin and circunistances. Now that there is a
change in the circuinstances of the people iii chî-istùaîî couintries, w'licn
cornpared w'ith those of apostolie ag s i anifcst. Mhen tie grent
question tras, Is .Jcsus of N azareth. the Christ, or is ho not ?-Did.
Ihe really risc fromn the dead, or did. hoe îot? The aposties and
diisciples of Christ, on thc one part, ailirmed ; the uîibelieving- Jews
and Gentiles, on the other part, denicd. and contradicted-and. so
unpopular wvas, tic bare confession, tiiat Jesus Nvas "the Chr-ist," that
it subjected the person to iay and reproach, if îîot to death.
Lnder these circuinistances, a bai-e declaration that they did believe
-Jesus %vas thie Christ, anîd a desire publicly to obey hua, wvas a suffi-
cient evidence to the aposties and brethren that there was a change.,-
of Iîeart. -Add to, this, also, the notable case of A nanias and Sap)-
phira, luiswife, wvho, for deception, wverc struck dead, producing fear
on ail the people, "land of Uic i-est durst none join. themiselvcs unto
them."?-But iiowv circumistances are vcry different, (at toast in somçý
of these things) it is now no great disgraee to profess that Jésus is Mie
CJhrist: -. o great dishionor to obey kini; no great fear of scourgiugs,
imprisonients, -ind toi-turing deatlis; no signal judgnicnts on hypo-
crites and impostors, to, nakec otheis fear. If, therefore, the aposties
reqnired the strunrgest e% idence tliat ilcit could be giveni of sincerity oU,
lieart, is it not rcasoîîable that we slîoul<l requtirc Uic strongest evidenice
that eau nw bc given of a i-cal change of hicart iii those whloni wve
invite jîxto our Union and f,;llowsliii> as nieniers of tic ki]ng(olln of
oui- Lord Jesus Christ. Yoit uill îîot med ~aîî as supposilng
that thc strongýc,-t cv-àdence oU a çli;aîîg of llICtI t c0niiSiýs ini a s(sCJi1ll

131


