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TIIE GOSPEL TRIBUXE.

sinners, we ought not to love Christ for it, hecause In
did it as a creature, in obedience to the commands of
God, aud was not sclf-moved nor musitorious in the
wark 3 and we caunet love God fov it, for the laber
and self-deninl was not borne by him.  And further:
if' one being, by an act of his authority, should canse
another innocent being to suflfer, in order that he
might he loved vho had imposed the suftering, iint not
borne it, it would render him unworthy of love. if
God bad caused Jesus Christ, being 1's creature, to
sufier, that he might be loved himself’ for Christ's sut-
ferings, while hie had no connection with themn, instead
of such an exhibition, on the part of God, prodneing
love to bim. it would produce pity for Christ. and aver-
sjon towards God. So that neither God, nor Christ.
nor any other being, can he loved for merey extended,
by self-denials to the needy, unless those selt-denials
were produced by & voluntary act of mrey npon the
part of the being who suflers them. And no being, but
the one who made the sacrifices, could he meritorious
in the case. It follows, therefore, wi.controvertibly,
that if Christ was a creature—no matter of how ex-
alted worth—and not God; and if God approved of
his work in saving sinners, he approved of treason
against his own government ; heeause, in that ease, the
work of Chriat was adapted to draw, and did neces-
sarily draw the atfections of the human soul to him-
self, as its spiritual Saviour, and thus alienate them
from God. their rightful objret. Aud Jesus Christ him-
gelf had the design of drawing man’s afiections to
himeelf in view, by his erneifixion : say=z he, *and L if
I be lifted up from the earth, will dvaw all men wnte
me”? This he said, signifying what death he should
dic: thus distinctly stating that it was the self-deninls
and merey exhibited in the crucifixion that would
draw out the affections of the human soul, and that
those affi ctions wonld be drawn to himself as the suf-
fering Saviour, But that God would sanetion a
gchien ¢ which would involve treason against Himsell.
and that Christ should participate in it, i= absurd and
impu sible, and therefore cannot be trie.

But if the divine nature was united with the human.
in the teaching and work of Christ—if * God was in
Christ. (drawing the affections of men, or) reconciling
the world to himself "—if, when Christ was Lifted up.
as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, he
drew, as he said he would, the atfectious of all believ-
ors to himself; and then, if he accended, as the
second percon of the Trinily, into the hocom of the
eternal Godhead—1I1e, thereby, after he had engaged.
by his work on carth, the affections of the human soul.
bore them up to the bosom of the Fatber, from whence
they had fallen, Thus the ruins of the fall were re-
built, and the affections of the human soul agiin
restored to God, the Creator, and proper ohject of su-
preme love. O the length, and the breadth, and the
depth, and the height, of the divine wisdom and good-
ness, as manifested in the wonderful plan of salvation.
“Great is the mystery of godliness: Ged was mani-
fest in the flesh—justitied in the spirit—secen of anguls
—preached unto the Gentiles—believed on in the
world—received up into Glory “"—amen: blessing and
honor, dominion and power, be unto Him that sitteth
upon the throne, and unto the Lamb, for ever and
ever : Amen and amen.

“ THE WORD OF RECONCILIATION.”

It isaremarkable feature in the exporiance of all who
become reconcilud to Gud through faith, that they im-
neliately desire the reconcilation of ethers. Person-
ally, they krow that though the knowlege of the truth
and its full and hearty reeeption, they have been led

from death unto life ; and hence infer, that the same
cause will produce the like cffcet in the case of every
wretched sinner of the human race.  And therefore to

have such made acquainted with the truth asit is in
Jeens that they might be saved, is the desive, which
of all othera redating to man's welfare. reigns predo-
minant in their souls. But whatare they do? Isthe
*word of reconcilation in any way committed to
them?  Are they authorized to preach the gospel of
the Son of God to those ignorant of its puwer *—In
answer to these inquiries, as well asfo earry the reader
forward in the contemplation of * God reconciling
man,” in the great work of its extension through all
the nations of the enrth, and of its perpetuation
theough all periods of time, the folloning as most sat-
isfactory and conelusive is presented from the pen
of Franeis Wayland, D. D. as found in a sermon preach-
ed by him before the University of Rochester in
1853 :—

II. Let us in the next place inquire what is meant
by preaching the gospel.

The word preach, in the new testament, bas & mean-
ing different from that which at present eommonly
attaches to it. We understand by it the delivery ot
an oratien, or discourse, on a particular theme, con-
nected more or less closelx with religion. It may be
the disoussion of a duetirne, an exegetienl essay, a dis-
scrtation on soeial virtues or viees, as well as a por-
cyasive unfolding of the teaching of the Holy Ghost.
No sueh general idea was intended by the wordias it
is used by the writers of the New Testament. The
words translated preachin our version aretwo. Theone
signifies simply to herald, to announce, to proelaim.
to publish ; the other, with thisgeneral idea* combines
the notion of good tidings ; and means, to publish, or
be the messemer of gooid news, From what 1 have

already said of the nature of the gospel message, it is

evident that no other idea would ro well have corres-
ponded with the faets of the case. A great and un-

expeeted change had been wrought in the condition of |

Jmmanity. Our whole racg bad deen, by a most as-
tonishing act of graee, redeemed from inconceivable
misery. They, hewever, remained ignorant both of
their dunger aud of their deliverance. The knowledge
of this act of infinite love had been communicated to
a few men who had availed themselves of the gra-
cious counditions of the new covenant, and had con-
centrated their whole being henceforth to thoir
Redvemer.  The rest of the world way wrapt in
Egyptian darkenss. Mankind still continned under
the curse of the law, and were passing by millions
to receive in everlasting despair the just demerit
of their trangressions.  The eommand was, go abroad
every where, proclaim to cvery creature the news of
redemption ; tell them of the love of Gnd in Christ
Jesus. Al things are now ready, bid them come and
welcome to the marriage supper of the Lamb, .

When the Israclites were bitten by the firey fying
serpents, and the bite was inevitably .fz\tal. Moses was
divected to set np » brazen serpent, with the assuranee
that whosoever that had been bitten, looked ngon it,
should be healed. You canimagine how the first mas
who bhad felt its saving eflicacy, fluw to communicaty
the news to kis brethern, and urge them to avail
themselves of the remedy which had delivered him
from death. Every man who was healed became in.
mediately s herald of the glad tidings to others,
Every ote wlo was saved become a publisher of the
galvution, or in other words, o preacher, until in a few
minutes the news spread throughout the encampment,
and in this sence every tribe was avangelized.

Allow me to illustrate the mesning of this term, as
used by our Lord, by an occurcnce of which I was an
eye-witness. It so chanced, that at the close of the
last war with Great Britain, I was temporally a res

ident of the city of New York. The prospects of thd
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