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TIIE GOSPEL TRIBUNE.

crror i3 unknown on carth, it follows, that perfect evidence of
christian character §s never witnessed under Leaven ; the evi-
dence cven fn the case of the most devoted, being simply an ap-
proxiination to what it should be; fts value belug untversally fn
strict proportion (o the constancy and fidelhty of the splrit of truc
and holy obedience mantfested, taking a comprehensive view of
the whole conduct.

'ror. X1V, That as {u an carthly family, the child is constdered
tealy good and faithful, the -vhole general tenor of whose con-
duct and spirit is obviouxly devoted to obedience, notwithstanding
occasionat faults ; 80 also In the family of God, is the fudividual
to be naccredited a truly-good and obedicnt christian, ¢ though
crring whiles,” whose whole conduct §n its gencral tone and spi-
sit, i3 clearly warked by devotion to the wil} of God.

Prur. XV, ‘I'tiat God has been plensed to addecss his com
mands, and to make them applicable to each person singly, hold.
fng all men so individually, wholly and coi pletely amenable to
hitself alene, in every particular, as to reheve every one from
all responsibitity in relation to the perloninance or non-perform-
ance of another’s dutivs ; nothing belng required of any indivi-
duat beyond the fitithful discharge of by own personal obligations,

Proz. XVI. ‘T'hat the individual respousibility of each be-
liever, extends 1o the ascertaining of what his duties are, and
how they are 1o be performed 3 precluding the propriety of every
thing like dictation in such matters, on the part of his fellow-
christiang, and also proving at the sawe time every thing bordering
on inditference, in relation thereto, on bis own part, utterly un-

Justifiable, . .
Pror. XVII. That as Chrisiians (even limiting the view to

those who readily admnit each other to be really such) are known
1o disagree, both in sentiment and practice, as to the nature o1
certain duties, and the manner of their reyuired observance ; and
as however uncertaln it may be, that any oue of the multisude
thus diflfering is perfectly right, it is nevertheless, known that they
cannotall be so ; it follows, that some Christians are absolutely
wrong In their views and proctices, in relation to cenain religious
doties. ¢

Pror. XVIII. That itisnever the duty of an individual, to ob-
serve or attend o a religious requiresent in a mauner that may
be even ab-olutely right, white he firmly believes that God re-
quires it to be obeerved or attended to in sowme other way ; so
that, if he, hicing a Christian, attempts to attend to the duty under
these circumstiances, he must observe it in the wrong manper, or
Jorfeil his Christian character.

Pror. XIX. Tnatwhen two Christinns meet, holding opposite
views on a given quustion, all dognatisn must be carefully
avoided by both ; for, if the one party bhas a right to say to his
brother, you are uroang, the other party has an equal right to
Teply, you are wrong,—aund thus we should have a divinely-given
right legitimately exercised, involving two Christians in positive
countradiction.

Pror. XX. That when one Christian, havnz dognatically de-
clared his equal brother wrong, and himeelf right, on a divputed
potut, finds himself In a dilemina by a direst return of his own
dogmatisin, and attempts 1o escape by the declaration, # O ! 1
<o ti0t pronounce you wrong on my own authority, but on that
of the Bible !"* he not only does not thereby escape, but proves
himself,capable of disreputable dising usness, f ¢h as,
if he, in thus using the Bible. has not overstepped the legitimate
Yimits of hls own rights, then it follows as certainly as that the
righta of all Christians are equal, that his brother may make pre-
cisely the same use of Bible anthotity 3 which, o being doue.
wmust convince bimn that his subterfuge, while it shified the vomi.
nat grounds of his dogmatism, only increased the awkward un-
pleasnutness of his ditemmn, as from it he cannot now escape,
but by proving himnsclf possessed of sume kind of infallability in
#blical interpretalion 10 which his hrother cannot lay claim,

Pror. XXI. That to admit the Christian character of any party
or pattics, and to deny, at the same thine, or.even to speak doubt
ingly of the houesty of their souls in the odbedience tr ey offer 10

God, falls nothing short of crued mockery,—as a hypocrite 3s no
Christiar, but the basest of mortala,

Parop. XX11. Thatitis just as easy for true Christians, uniler
every possible varlety of circumstances, to walk together in alt
the gracious relations of fellowship and communion, in the siveet-
est harmony and love, notwithstanding-the nuinber and magni-
wnde of all thsir possitle errors, as it is for them constantly to

honour and exemplify, as in duty bound, the simple, sublime, god-
like injJunction contatued In these five words, * FORBEARING
ONE ANOTHER IN LOVEM

Pror. XXIIL. That as no Christian s so beclouded in Judg-
ment as 10 Jungine that he forbears another u those parts of his
sentiments or conduct which he approbates 3 all should kuow
that the maintaining of fellowship and communion whese  ror—
BEARING ONE ANOTHER IN LOVk" i3 called into action, neces
sarily linplies the discovery of sentiments or practices which are
not approbated.

Pror. XXIV. Thatas it is fmpossible to sanction or approbate
any crroncous sentiment of a fellow Christian, by uniiiug with
him In the belicf of a thousand truthy, 80 also it is fimpossibie 10
sanctlon or approbate an error u his practice, by umting whl
hitn fn ten thousand cuscrvances, fn themselves corret,

In the light of the preceding propositions, the Pros-
pectus published sixteen months ago, set forth the
bearings of this journal as follows :—

DISTINCTIVR OBJECT.

To enlarge the Mimjts of Comununion and Church-Membership,
among Christians, to the greatest possible extent ; and to circum=
scribe those bounds to the excluston, If possible, of all other cha-
racters, without otherwise disturbing the fembership of existing
Churches ; 1ill acknoxledged Christian character shall constitute
the only passport, at any time, and the perfec? passport at al
times, to every Communion and Church worthy of the Christian
name ; * thas the world mnay believe™ in Chrlst, even as lie prayed.

. OENERAL OBJBCTS.
The promotion of Religious, Moral, Rutellectual, and Sogiat
Improvewent, under the guidance of Divine Revelation, subwmit-~
ting every movement and weasure to the test of Gospel principles..
Having thus re-asserted the principles which wilt
impress the general features of the work, and having
sketéhed those that will give tone to its more minute
characteristics, it is only necessary to add, thatinrela-
tion to all other matters the conclusion is still acted
upon that the Gosper TrisuNE will best represent itself.

a The Topic foy the Hlonth,

The letter of the Rev. Mr. Ure, of Strectsville,
viewed in connection with the following reply, must,
it i3 thought, satisfy all who are not blinded by \he
dust of partizan bickerings, that it is impossible .o
find any thing like a reasonable ‘pretext for the con-
tinued separation of the Free and United Presby-
terians of Canada.

From the U, P, Magazine.

UNION OF THE FREE AND UNITED PRESBY-
TERIANS.

To the Editor of the C. United Presbyterian Magazine,

Sir,—Seldom have any of ourFree Church brethren
conc forward with a lucid statement of their peculiar
views. They have generally shut themseclves up in
vague and ambiguous langoage, from which it was
next to impossible to understand what they would be
at. Whether this might be from design, or from the
rather gloomy nature of their peculiar sentiments,
we shall not determine. But .certain it is that they
have dealt in obscure and doubtful phraseology which,
like heathen oracles, might be interpreted, in
whatever way might serve their purpose. Andin
general too, when they have come forward at all,
cither to explain or defend their cause, it has heen
done in a style of haughtiness and virulence which
did not deserve reply. It is not so, however, with
the letter of the Rev. Robert Ure, whick you have
very scagonably introduced into your pages, and
which we thank you for giving us. It is written in
a clear, connected and argumentative strain, and, on

the whole, with becoming dignity, as well as chrig-
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