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“Do lodges,” Lasked, “all depend
upon such a derivation of their au-
thority? Can there be mo good
masons otherwise #”

“Most certainly not. Our oxder
goes away back to remote ages; it
has been handed down through a
succession of generations, by a
strict observance of its rules, and
» delegation of its powers only to
proper authorities. So, 1 -vever
worthy a set of men might be who
should establish an independent
lodgze of masons, they would have
10 encouragement from the regular
order, and could never be counten-
anced by them.”

“Now see, Mr. Bradleigh,” T re-
marked, ‘“what a wonderful dif-
ference you make hetween masen-
ry and the Church. Here we h:ve
a Divine . institution, » Church
founded by ovr blessed Saviour,
handed down to us, as we Church-
men say, by a regular and neces-
sary succession. Yet we find a
class of people, like yourself, claim-
ing the right to establish a Church
outside of the regular oxganization.
And yet, at the same time, another
ingtitution, founded by man, you
think, should not be attacked in
such a manner. Is this consist-
ent? Isit right? Believeme, my
dear sir, it is nomere sentimentali-
ty which seeks to prove, and hold
on by, the apostolic sucecssion. It
isa right ; itis a duty ; the apos-
tolic succession is the great safe-
guard of the Church. If weo ad-
mit that any body of men, atany
time, may institute a Church, and
ordain a ministry with no othex au-
thority than such as they naturally
possess, we have no barrier against
error, no safety from monstrous
institutions, eyen though they
might go to an excess equal to that
of Mormonism.”

As wo arrived near our homes. T
parted from my componion, as he
was expressing his opinion that we
had talked of something which he
had not previously thought much
about.—.Selected.

————— —

SHEEP GONE ASTRAY.

THERE are a great many com-
municants of the Churech who are
not envolled on the Church Register
of any Parish whatever. By re-
moval from their Church to another
part of the city, they have dropped
out of sight. Others have moved
into some suburban village, and
been lost sight of. A few years
ago the writer of this went out on
the line of one of our railroads,
and stopping at the different sta-
tions to enquire for communicants
of the Church, by the time he had
reached to the tenth mile station,
he had found over forty communi-
cants, who, for many years, had
not been to Communion, or: inside
a- Church, or been visited by a
clergyman. No notice had hcen
given to their Rector on re-
moval, and for years they had been
lost to him. "We need missionaries
to hunt up these scattered and
straying sheep, and bring them
once more into the fold. One of
our strongest suburban parishes
owes its existence to such a house-
to-house-going visitation. There
were not enough Church-people in
the town, it was asserted, to form
the nusleus of a congregation, when
lo ! a canvass of the town gathered
up nearly seventy persons who
would attend the services and help
to support them, and the result is
palpable to the eye to-day.in a
large, elegant Chuxch, a Chapel,
and. a Rectory.—Seected, *



