
zbt g-inem ai ffcttvefti Utccrb,

The follotving recommendations of tho
Committee were accepteti:

1. TIrît the Synod rccommends Presby-
teries nt tlwir tirst meetings ini 1872 to
laold a Coulcrcnce on the state of religion
iii their congregations, anti forward the re-
sirts nt once to the Convener, in order that
they lie eii' odied in the Annuni Report of
the Comrnittee.

2. That in conncction with the Report
for next year one or more brief', pointeti
atnd praclical atidresses be delivered on
suliJects bearing definitely on ehurcl i ork

j anti the promotion of spiritual lufe.

A Deputy te Sister Churghles.
The Clcrk movcd that a Deputy ho ap.

pointeti ta wait upon the General Assembly
of tise Preslhyterian Churcli of the United
States,on the GeneralSynod of cte Reformeti
Preshyterian Clitrch of North Am2rica,
andi on the General Assembly of the Unitedi
Prcshyter*an churth to convey to these
Blodies the fraternal greetings of this
Synoti. The motion having passeti, the
Rev. Dr. McTRod was appointcd.

Rteports to be Printed ini .Advanco.
The following motion, ailter notice given,

was moveti by Mr-. Robert Murray andi
secondeti by Rey. J. Parrest, That the
Synoti instruct thefBoard of HameMissions,
rioreiga Missions, anai Superintendence of
Theological Hall, and Committees on
Acadia Mission, Temperance, Sabbarlx
Sehools, Sabbathi Observance, and Colpor-
tage, ta have their reports ready by the last
of May, that such Reports ay bc printeti
in a copy of the Record, to be placeti in the
bands of members, of Synoti ane wcek be-
fore the ncxt mneeting of Synoti.

M1oveti in auwndment 1y Rev. T. Sedg-
wick andi scondect by Rev. G. Fatterson,
That the consideration of this motion bc
deferreti iili next meeting of Synod, wvhea
the original motion passed, anti it iras de-
cideti accordingly.

SABBATES OBSERVAN~CE.

liev. 'R. Laird read the, Report on this
subject, as folloirs;

Report on Sabbath Observance.
The huly Sabhath can rightly be re-

Farded az: anc of God'a best gifts to mnan.
fhonili bestoiwed unask-ed, man>s use of
the eit is ceosely iratcheti by the all-ivise

benefactor. In titis resyect the lioly day
resemnbles the talcnts wlsîci the Lord of ail
bestaws on man, as ht i.,, in uffeet, accom-
panlieti w.ith the injunction, Oceupy tili I
corne. IThe Lord's day is a gift of inesti-
niable value, anti as sucs, andi flr the rea-
son jtst statcd, ht otiglit tu lie highiy es-
teemeti, andi sacrcdly ob.*s-'.d. Ilence,
tisose who occupy the positioni af overseers
the Lord's people, shoulti jeaiousiy guard
the Lord's portion of tinte both fa-arn a re-
gard ta the %% iii of thu Gi'. er, and tise benefit
af tise receiver.

Your Cotnittec, appointeti ta bo your
watclîmen an this subject, again appear
before yott with sucli notices af pragress,
and references ta existing Sab bath desecra-
tien as theýy deesn proper ta submit.-
Thougis little ai a very mnarketi cisaracter
cau bc reporteti, yet progress lias been madie.
This is nsobt apparent in borne of the west-
ern parts ai Nova Scotia, aund in the city of
St. Jolin'. lu the city af Halifax, evange-
listie efforts on die Lord's day, consisting
in part ai tract distnribution, andi open air
services andi addrve,.es, are upheld as for-
meriy. P.ublic sentiment on the subject

appears alse, ta, bc coinpara'.ively beal tay in
thecity, and is rendl, ta ha cailed fort]' by
any -lrn -e a %dsertien. A membor
ai Coniunittee residing in St. John, reports
that lie lias, ta some extent, succeeded in
reducing the amuti driving and visiting
on the Sssbbath. lie also reports that the
Branch af the E vangelical Alliance ia the
city, suceeeded during tise last session ai
the Legisiature, in securing the passing of
an îlet relatin& ta, tise Sunday L'.quor traf-
fic. The happtest resuits are expecteifrom
the operation et this Act, anti are alrendy,
in somne tiegace, manifi3st. At Presbytersal
visitations the fiset has been ascertaiti that,,
pastors do nsuch to proinote the proper ai>.
servance af the Sabba'th, and in inany cases
witli no littie suzeess. Information of this
tiefinite and pleasing character lias nothbeen
obtitacti f-rnt otiser ]?resbyterics; but the
Synoi ay t-est assurcd that pastors gene-
rally enticavor faithfully ta disclirg tlieir
duty relating to the Lors' day.

In advcrting ta existinz formis ai Sabbath
desecratien, those noticed i n previons reports
nndcninhly prevail with nearly ail their
force. laIn aif laxity is prevalenl.
Drinking shanties. andi ehops are open on
the Las-d'a dey. A nuniber ai shops are
also apen an the afternoun ai tise Sabbsuli
for tise sae af grocrits anti such articles.
Tbese are painful indications ofinodifférence

to te Lord's day on tht, pnrt ai thse iutho-
miiesoaithe ch-y. Yeur Coxnmitteesuggest
tisat a respectfitl application bu m-rade ta the
City Council by the inembers of Haliiam
Presbytery residing in tise city, ta check
those open aets ai Sabb)ats teseeration. ln
St John, ane of thse most glaring profana-
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