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,strikes nie Iliat mîodlern ilîograpis futr-
ni.sheý îincidents platîly letokenintg the

titiitiiietk v oif aiîtercstei lut iiiikîiovii
pot Ur iilttieitig, if niit actitally origini
'uttig atii Ci iirdîiiatitig, specil ex ents,
so as t>, le speu. alls adapi e to iiect ex-

t raordinary exigeticies iii the> lives oif

earitest pitre nîiided riieti.

Tliere are titose tif us wiîo, iii a îîiiiur
degree,iiaveexperieîîced jîîst sîîch stratige
happenings, But the litîgraphies of Mliii-
1er, I.ivitîgstoîî aîîd Patoit fîtrii ttotulie
instances, and I amn happy iii ieing et-
aliled iîy bis critics to add to the lîst the
illnstriotns namne of the laite Herbert Spen-
cer. That great and good mani passed
iînietly fi oin eartb a few days ago, exe-
craîed iy the Christian world asatt Agntos-
tic ; and aitbougb adcîittet 1 be one of
Engiand's few great titinkers and writers
witb nol a lilot to bis moral charadte,,
yel tbe cocsecrated Dean and Citapter of
WVestminster denied to lis few caiciiîed
asites sepuiture by the side of bis friecd
aîîd co-worker, D)arwin,. Wiîere sbonid
sîîcb a maci rest but witb Ettgiatd's
illustrionis dead ie bis couctry's great
Vaibalia ? Posterity and alieti couctries
tvili do bici deserved bonor. How s'ery
utîlike te narrow bigotry of tbe sects is
the al wise aii.comprebecdicg P<rovid-
ecce tbat reads tbe bearts of iten and
confers ils fas'ors accordicgiy. Friend-
iess, wilhout fortune, itealtit impaired,
and for years bis own pniiiisber at serions
ioss, liad Heas'ec col iclerposed in its
owe effective bttt rnssterioîts way bis
great iife svork muîst bave been alian-
doced.

Mac's cecessity is said 10 iîe God's
opportunity. Eaciî of those great mec

-great in tbe sphere assigced bim
-was doicg a great meritoriotis work.
To me il is qute scificiet tîo read Spen-
cer's "First Priccipies' let see tbe great

tii»eriiig intellect expîliniig labirieuisiy

atltotg l'eaps of îîearls aiîd i îîiislî , try-
iîg to iearîî soiitig relialîle of tue

great intaccessibile lte Palae oif lthe

( ,ýat King, aitd of ils ocuptanit. \\'on-

der if i Jti
t sticit a case as Spiencer aîîd

tliosee ciiiietit cleticais tiiere sliiiiild onie
to lie exeiniiifie<l tic Niaster's reported
sas iîg, - iait titat are first shal lie

last. atid thte iast filrst.- 1'ilsa(terie,

anîl cartît powver stîli avati littie whIere

Spenlcer lias entereil. Cliaracter, îlot
crecîl ; orks, îlot failli, are <ited a-, lthe
criterta for juîdging aitî separatîîîg tbe
siîeep iron tbe goats. Therefore, let us
ail lie earîîest attî persevering iii our
speciai spîlere, lthe nioble cause of safe-
gnardieg lte widow and lthe orpbaîî fromn
lte cruel pacgs of petitry.

Witb that tbougbt in îîîind let us take
aîîotber good look at Sunsitie for i)ecenî
ber,' witb ils groups of bappy innocent
faces of litIle unes. 1)oeselt il pain you
to lbick of tbe ncterotîs iîy-patbs thal
are ail gaping wide opee to allture îîîst
sîîcb inniocent crealures 10 vice and ulti-
muate degradalion ? Tbe great prevett
alive is a pitre, bappy, weii provideil
bonte. And iife assurance is perhaps tbe
surest and safest and easiest way 10

guarautee Ibat itoonti Ial is kcowc 10 ns

Tbese brigbt hîappy faces take no ltougbl
for tbe nîorrow ;il is eeougb for Ibenitü
know Ibat ''faîber's at lthe hlr.''
Teacb faîbers, tberefore, Ibis pressing
duty, 10 provide eariy for Ibeir off spricg.
Witb you I joie in wisbing al ltost
bappy cbildree 'a fond God-speed foi
the coming year,'' aîîd for every other
year of Ibeir life.

Negiect cf so greal and urgent a dut%
early ie life may, and toc ofueut is, fol
iowed laler witb utler inabiily eiibei
piîysicaiiy or financiaiiy t0 accomplish
il. Witb tbe resîîltiîîg self reproaci
cornes îîp tbe soienin words : - h is iini


