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skilled anl careful brealers a3 in Game, and inno
clazs al any ol shw ean such a good number of
almost faultless birds ho found givin? rise to enlless
disputos over the eorrectiacss of the judging.  After
all that has been said rezarding tho changy of style,
or tho difference between the old fighting and the
nodern exlubntion birdy, the breeders, tho publie,
an Ltho jud 123 have given umnastalzeable preferenco
to tho Ingh-bred, grazeful, finc-boae-l modern stylo ,
aned tho real question s2oms to me to be, *“ Do auy of
us really wane to bring back azam thg old cock fizht-
ingdays 7' 1t wo donot, if our Gamo fowls ara now to
be preserved as exinbition and nos a3 astaally fight-
ing birds, 1t 13 utterly mmposable but that somo
amount ot change should stowly and almost impor-
ceptibly tako place, for the sumplo reason that the
haadzomeat bnrd will naturally bo preferred. Ihave
seen both kinds, and for myself I prefer the modern
Inrd ; thoze who wish to revivo eocking may tiunic
othorwaae, On L wible Lshould bo disposed to say
tans Black Nedsand Dueliwings havo shown the best
dunng the prat season. Why no Sidver-Duaciiwings
are suowa 1 a mytery ©H me, having only l:ttcfy
learned that there are birds of tins beantiful varnety
sull 1 cxustence; surely they wauld seeuro therr fair
suaar> of honoraa the core’t ciassea ab leass, even if
the dall eolor of the rostly tras brad hen disabled
them in pairs.

Amongst the Ilambiurzas T Uinike T have seen better
Stlver-peaeiiitaan tor so n» fimo, several hens having
beea exbubitad with a rieh lastrous black marking
that left ittlo to deanre. Tao other markald varictics
siave Deen mueh as usual, bat Blacks have to my
faney showa rithe= ors of L2 3pamsh than formerly
in contour, Tir+ facos havo been {ree from tho taint,
but the higut and praceral oniiine of the true-bred

ambursis has beea wanting 12 many prize binds,
In Polish fowls, boti ChHld an i Sidver Spangles have
advancal 1n riehiness and acaaraey of markang and on
the wholo L tiunk a popalanity. Lt the pros winte
cresteldd Blacks se.mr dyaz oat; Searcely any have
Deen shown, m fa2d, only one or two really good
pams have appeared.  Delieate a3 they ars, theloss
of ting breed would be regretted by all.  Chamois
have almost disappeared, but aboub them perhaps
fow would carc ma.h. Moreover, they can ahway
be ‘made to order’ if wanted.

Two, b leastof the Trened breeds are hacoming
nore aind more kept.  Houdang reiain their place,
and increnso in sizo and weight. I mny note here o
curious fact. When first imporied the fifth toc was
very uheertain, and many people thought it would be
wellto ‘breedatout.’ 1 wyseli hazarded the prediction
that if this loe was finally “fixed’ intho hreed we
should Lave bumble foob; having long made up my
mind that the affection in Dorkings waszowing to this

auae, and could not pesubly be accounted for by the
accidental ones usuallyslleged.  Maving bad the curi-
osity to watch the result, 1 hear onalmoss ail hands
that bumble foot is nowappearing in the Ioudanraee,
though unlmown at first, when the abnormal too
was less general, and hence wo sce the conneclion
between the weakness of function aad the excess of
growih, o connection co frequent as to be well known
to physiologists. Creve-Caurs havo gained ground
immensely, have improved in freedom from foul
feathers, and according to intormation kinGly furnish-
cd me by various breeders, also in hartiness ; 1a fact
they scem at last to bo becoming aeclimated, winch
at one time appeared very doubtiul iadeed. La
Fleche appears o hopeless case.

Glancing brictly 2t the less popular breeds, Malays
scem to have estabbshed o marited advance.  Morcof
them have been shown, and 2t least one hen has op-

cared on thescenewhichhonestly deserves tobecalled

arge. We may sco the old Malay again yet ! and if
wodo, it will be much more popaiar than the httle
weedy things wineh have Iately passed by that name.
Sultans and Sillues have hoth shown = tendency to
come into fashion.  The white American Legiorn kas
firmly cstablished its footing, and deservesit as one
of the best if not tho very best of Jayers known, It
Iays well as the Ilamburgh, bus & much larger cag,
and is hardier and more adapted to moderate contine-
ment. 1 notice a tendency to breed 1t with pale and
short legs ; this should be guerded against, spoiling
the beauty of the fowl compictcly. Plyrouth Rocks
have also mado ther zppearance on one or two
oceasions, and secem rather hkely to be popalar, I
hardly know why, being infevior in my opinion, to
the Dominique, which is in less favor; imdeed, in
what the Rocits differ from tall smooth legzed Cuckoo
Cochins it would e hard to say.  They are, how-
ever, hardy and generally usefal birds, andaf they
obtain n recognized place no one will gradge it to
them,

Game Dantams siill advance, being more like
Game, and less ihe other Bantams in shape every
year, indeed, a bird genuine Game in character
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rould now stanl a Diopeless chanee. 1 think the
younzy birds, in fact, can hardly perhaps be bred
better ; bus even the bostin most eages get ‘stumpy’
he seconnd season and lose the gamy leok which is oo
faseinating,  In this dirvection there i3 much to be
done, and it is bzing done ; for moro old kinda were
shown with the requiral points than 1 can cven
remember. I onee thought 1t hopelesa, but [ now
expeet Lo see them so mmproved that tie old birds
shall keop theie shapo and carvlage like the real
Gawne of which they are the ministares.  In other
Bantams we have now o new Dark Jepancse variety,
saud to be very hardy and o good breaden,  Codluns
scem dying oud, which is a pity 29 the queer hittle
exeatures wero alwaya popular.  Why don't tie few
who havo them cross into sowelhing clse amd back
again, aml so restore the prohficaey and vigor of the
strain ?  Blacks havo made giant strides, I have seen
some thirty cnirics in o clacs, and winning hos
beeome difiicnit indeed.  Whites have inereased too,
anl often claim o clozs to themzelves 5 hue tho Rev,
. Tearle, still hite o veritable Comte do Chambord
holds lus *winte flag’ aloft wath prowd defiance.  Dut
Leigh for a breed Lused to love and keep mn doya
gone by, though nover then an  cxhibitor—the
exquisite White-Booted Dantam. I saw it onco aml
only onc2 last §ear. Lot every man have his fancy,
the world i3 wide. Dus to my eye the White-Booted

aninm, with his quaind little waye, i3 the nicest
little ped of the lot, 1Mo will atand and eot’k his head
at you like a canary, and he iz alimost the only bird
you ean trust in o garden,  As to the Sebrights, the
Golds hiave been gotting co largs, that while the
lazing is all that could be, if care be not taken they
will soonnot be Dantammsat ol Silvers, real Siivers,
it iag oiten been said have disappeared. Thisscason
hie average color has been worse than cver, and on
one oxcasion X zaw two pens side by sids, one cxlled
Silver the other Gold with not o shade betwecn them.
It may have been o mistake, bud it was ab worst not
a vory exaggemated statement of the case. Onthe
other hand, some half dozan times there have been
suown pens of Silvers really startlieg in their clear
whito ground, and also with more blus ia the car-lobe
than I can remember seeing for o longiime. Lot us
only hope they may increase and multiply !

Prizo Disb—=wovincial Dxuibition, 1573,
PoTimar.—We notice in this class that
to Le shown in peirs instead of trios, & decided step
in advance of the courso adopied for several years
past, =nd in accerdance with tha views of the best
breeders end fanciers in the Province.  Ixhibitors
find it ditlicnit cven o mateh pairs for the show pen,
muci more so trios, and wiil therefore hail this change
with pleasure.  Other alterations might also be made
with zavantage ; wo cannod sce why the Association
suould continue to ofier a prize for ““the hest collection
of pouitry owned and exhibited by one person, &e.,”
except it be for the special benefit of those whose
private meaws enable them to purchase largely from
other breeders, and then exiibit in this class.  If it
were made o condition that Lhe fowls thus exhibited,
shoull also have been bred by the exhibitor, it might
afiord grounds for tho advocacy of ihe continuauce
of this prize; bub no such condition is appended.
We regret also that the names of the judges do nob
appear; nolhing gives greater confidence to the
<hibitor then to knowwho ave to be the judgesof his
birds.  In couneclion with this we may mention a
very remarkable case of partishty in judging, which
occurred at the lost Dxhibition. A gentleman fancier
was requesled o aet o3 one of the judges, bui
declined ; he howewer, suggeated the name of lus son
—amere lad, to actin Ins stead, the suggestion was
adopted and his son appointed.  Previously the son
had become pozsessed of = number of fowls of Qif-
ferent breeds, given to him by his father, thereupon
e sold these fowls to o third party, who, aware of
the appontment, entered them in their respective
classes for exhibition, thus cnrabling him to adju-
dicato upon hisownfowls. Need wesay e wasbiassed
in his judgment. Happily, however, the associato
judges oul-ruled ¢“the 1ad,” and but few prizes were
awarded to tho nominal exhibitor. Ilad the names
of the judges appcared in the prize list, this would
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not have occurred.

Whe Aptary.

Samson's Lion.

Our friend I M. Argo, of Low 1, Ky, haswsiii
us a brief disrertation on the above subject, willi o
view of corrceting the crroncous ileas many read.o
of the Dible have, a3 (o a swarm of boos being for =}
in the careazs of adcad lion.  Some, he g0y, Lol
the languoge inits litersl meaning, ond bulicve thid
thare vore reaily bees amld honey in the dend caraas
before the flesh had heen destroyed by degs cad
birds of prey, which were numerous in thal country.
Mr. Argo states his own viewa a3 fullowa s T
bees, necording to Kitto's Bible Ilstory, must Lave
been ideutical with the Doyptin of the  resent oy s
and, a3 they were very yumerond in Cunnan o thiad
time, and koilow wood was reavee, Ly were apt O
taite up their abode in any hollow cavity they could
find, and 23 only a fow daya would sufiice for fiezh of
the liva to Lecome duiounad by dogs sndd Lin's of
prey, and e bones fo become dry, it is naturnl
and  reaunnible to suppore the swarm of bees
catabiivhe U themeely 1 in the cavity of the Hen's
skull, wiich is amply larze enongh for o swarm of
bees.”  ITe aclds, ¢ Tf there is o betler explenation,
plesse give it.”

While Yiere are sume crcinious pocyle who are
quite willing to believe thint these hees, contrary Lo
their useal instinets, soluslly teok up their abode
in the deeaying and pairid floh of the defunct lion,
there are otlens, v.l‘w, Luowing tist s will ned
even aliglt en o dewl caceany, find o diffenlty ia
reconciling the Meripinre narmative with the well
known facts of Ratarad Listory in vegord to-the habts
of bees,  Mr Arg hinsno doubt indieated {he right
way of removing this diiaity, thorgh we tink Lo
i3 wrong in suppusing thot the Loes “oaiablizhed
themehves ia the ety of the Hun'sskwll”  That
would Le toosmall & Live fur nnaveragd swarm of
bees, as cven Mr. Argoinnt almib i he reflecla
carcinily cn tho point. ~ $here i3 nto reacen o think
the lion was ene of vancnal rize, It is deseribed o3
a “young lien,” bus this does nob imply that the
ereature Veas immature or helf-grown. as the original
rather conveys the idea of a Jion in his youthfel
prizze and vigor.  Ib was Lhien, anaverage adult Iion.
wow how much of o eavity would there bein the
situll of such 2 lion?  We have looked up this gues-
tion in some natural-lustory books, in the hope of
nmiceling with aetual syasurcmments that might help
vs out, but have not suceceded in finding them.
Frem an engraving of o lien’s skeleton, contained in
ene of these books, we are convineed thst the shull-
cavity is quite limited in capreity.  The head hones
are very massive, to give that sirength of jaw for
which the lonis remarkable, while the brain isgmall,
and fizltehed out broad aud shaliow, o8 in 2l crea-
turcs of the eat tribe.  The cavity in question might
hold one of Mr. Hosmer's quart stocks, but certainiy
would ot secommodate a good, natwal swaran

There is, we think, “‘aheller explanation.” Itis
that the bees took up their abode in the body of the
dead lion. Inzcets are very abundang in the vast,
aad they  iil, ino very shord space of time, com-
Fletcly clear oud all the cuft parts of any carcoss,

eaving the skeletun cntize, covered by the shin, Tt
is not necessary to suppose that ““dogs and birds of
prey ” ravaged the lien's romaine.  In o place far
crouz from towns and villages fura ¢ young lion™
to be prowling about, it is not likely that dogs, ol
any rate, would bo numerous.  \Wohaveonly to sup-
pose the skin left comparatively whole, and the flesh
caten and picked out by iuscels—cspecially ante,
which are very numerous in Cricntal countrics—and,
he eofter parts beinyg removed, the benes and skin
Yreavniye, Y g > ~ »
deprived of their moidture by thie Ireat of the sun ;
and we have a hive v liich fewr swarms of hees would
vefuso {o occupy.  Lhe sheleten would be covered
with a cort of dry parciiment, and, the interior, clean,
sweet, reomy and eonvenient, Srunld Le a likely place
for a swarm of bees to cater and take possesiion of,
especially in o secluded cpot, ninong the grape-vinca.

This is the view iaken by Kitto, who coys, “In
the Iast, hees establish themselvesn situations little
thonght of by us; meaay wild swarms being left to
find Liomes for themsclves, fix in any hollow which
scems to them suited to their wants,  Often in the
clefts of the rock, wheuce thie menlicn of ‘honcy
out of tho roclk,” (Deut. §9:13); often in_trees,
whence the mention of the drepping of tho.lioney-
comb, —o singular instance of whick we Liave in hie
casc of Jonathan, who found honcy dropping frein
the trees to the ground, on his way through a forest.”
(1 Sam. 14:25, 26.)

Whether the bees were ¢ identical with the Egyp-
tian of the present day ™ or not, is a point it is not
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