126 ‘THE COLONIAL CIIURCIHMAN,

e 4 S

For

November 11,1777,

VENN'S CORRLSPONDCNCE.

the Colonial Churchman.

Messrs, Fditars,
"It is some time since your paper has been embellished’  Figure to yourself a miser, glorying in his riches ; or
by excerpts from the correspondence of the pious Venn. the child of ambition, exnlted to the pinnacle of worldly

. . . te s [P . v s
T'o be sure, it hag not been without much that is particu- honour; the pleasure cannot exceed what your lcuors,‘

larly interesting to churchimen, especially the praccedings. received thisday, givetowme; and it is neither so pure,
during theDiocésan visitation atHalifax ; but as there may 901 so well founded
be nothing more on that subject just now, allow me to re-l Dy joy urises from the glorious hope of your immortal
quest a place for the enclosed extracts from letters to his' happiness, and of your proving the highly favoured instru-
son, which will be highly valued by those who know lhc;mont of spreading the kuowledge of a Saviour nmmongst
peculiar dangers which beset the entrance into life of a-ignorant, guilty, perishing creatures.
young man of religious education, T'o those also, an ad.' My joy arises (rom the delightful consideration, that
ditional interest will be attached, whilst they are regarded - You, in your enrly youth, instead of indulging hase appe-
as the instructions ofa zcalous minister of Christ.intrain. tites, sensual or mental, to till you with bitter reimem-
ing up a son for the service which has long been his owu:brunce of your way¢ and duings at college, are desirous to
delight and glory ; and whilst it is borne in miud,that these:improve a liberal and learned education to quz\li(y your-
instructions were not given in vain, tgelf for the noblcst ofice entrusted to men—the oftice of|
Yours, truly, 'plcach'mg the Gospel, and watching over souls in love to
' them, and to God theirmoker.
October 30, 177 1 iinmediately, therefore, takemy pen,and comply with
1 have now to congratulate my dear son, on his new your acceptable request in sending you the largest shect
room, and entrance on his college studies ; amost impor- [ have, of advice ff.(’m the most affectionate heatt of a pa-
tant persod in your lite—a geed tine, from which, duly jm- 700 who has reccived so nuch comfurt from you, ever
proved, yourself, and many iminortal souls, for whomSHI'C you were my sun. .
Chnist died, will receive everlasting advantage. My tiest advice is, that you wouh.l 1‘0\\':\1"0 of.lho dc\.'we
Now is put into your hands an admirable oppor- Satan lo:)succcs‘sfully practises ngainst novices in religion
tuity of improving your mental faculties—of acquiring a'}\’l‘e" be perceives lhcy are na longer to be kept asleep
fund of human learning, which will be of great use to you ' profancness or fornmhly—po longer to be tl(.:lmuched
us long as you live—of habituating yoursell’ 1o study and' W 1th the pleasures of gross sin, or ““" love ol fame or
meditation, and much retizement, the fit preparation ror;\“c-\llll—\VlICll he sces they -are determined to comne out
tne high and spinituat otiice for which you are designed.—
You have heard so many lessons from me (and Ithank my

Pastor,

troy them. Be more sepurate,” he suggestss * distin-
cracions God ! not without effect), that I can only re- swsh yousselt,? unmediately-assume the peeacher’s of-
peat 1o writing what vou have recewved viva vace. ‘fice 3 neglect the peculiar duties of your age wnd station,

yand intrude into what does by no weans beloagto you :—

Fxert as you did at Lancaster, resolution; and rise
o . t ) o . ot \
carly : so will you hase an opportunity to perform mud,lrorcc your statements upon others ; and consider yourself

every day, and with care give {0 your studies and }.m"‘{wnhout experience, without knowledge ohsey\'e
devotions a just proportion of your time.  Be ashatued reformer, authorized to despise your elders, to be impa-
of ziving place to sloth and love of slcep. ticut of submision, to be heady, high winded, and then to

Continue as you have doae for near these two years, toscomplete the whole,

read the Book of books ; und gead it always with pray- have an impulse from heaven, and a Diswe call to jusufy.

er : and before yovopen it recollect what excellent things ] youdo 1 !
are suud 1 1t3 prasse—what good hoe been recened fromy  Thus have 1 seen teligious young men perverted, anc
% oy miliions now in glery, Begitmay work upon your,made insufferably dissgrceable ‘by their false idcas o
mmnd; and be written on your heart. .Shun, as poison,.religion, and a stumbling block in the way of others—they
als disputes and controversies: Infinite hust has Lzen themselvesseldom recovering from the proud spirit.  Un-
done by them ; and very little good to any one. .der the influence of this proud spirit they are always for
1am very glad thas you, with the three friends you men- over doing, and for. needless, nay absued, singularities.—
tion, intend to meet on Sundays—I suppose, by tusns, at ‘They will even court persecution ; and thon sink with the
<ach other’s room. ,idea that they are treated for Christ’s sake, as the prophets

But [ would not have you increase your numnber on seve--and martyrs were of old.
ral accounts. Your knowludge of eachother, and confi-;  Take knowledge, therefore, of the important boundary
dence of friendship, will enable you to speak without fear‘bétween separation from the world and the offensive self-
2r.d freely : but more would be a bar to that freedom, andisufficient excess, in things which our God does not re-
prove a snare,by tempting you tospeak for cmnmcndalion.:quixe,

More would draw uponyou the eyes of cach college,, My second advica is, that you dwell much upon the sub-
and expose you to needless ndicuse, and prove anotfence, stanual pattof a chiristian®s lite; and be assured, 1f'you
which few young people are able to bear. lare not ashamed of this, the fear of the world is not your

It would have the appea.ance of making a.party, and master. The substantial part i<, modesty and chastily in
lcad to several disagreealle consequences. There is no ypposition to pertness and impurity, confronting the sur-
vccasion that you should mentien your
any one: and if there should be other serivus youny n opposnio" to natural haugb(inesg and angry ])ri(lc_
rueq desirous of sueh improvement on the Sunday, thej, guarded cheerfulness,under a sensc both of the Divine pre-
should make another party. {sence und the mischief of noisy mirth—love to God and his

When you are together, your great temptation will betword expressed by a stern lock when scoffers.
levity of mind, when you should he conversing, with all foolishness—1love of diligent study, serious acquantance,
your attention,upon s \bjects of infinite moment. itseful comversation -with sceret prayer and meditation

But-f you are honest, meckly to reprove thi first ap-.on the word of Christ. éOﬂSCiO'lF that you arc living thus,
pearance of that spint, you will succeed ; and the Lord and that this is your. earnest purpose and your daily pray-
Jesus will, according to His promise, be in the midst ofjer; you need-have no fear that you arc making a comprom-
you. Iappy shail we be to hear you testify He isso: ise with the world, or want that zcal for the Lord which
and that you find yourselves strengthened and animated true faith inspires.
to Iy, s all sobrgty, vilance and gelf-denial, as be.|
cumeth christians.

I o

moment, you will receive the blessing of the Lord; vou

~ . B

trotn the world—he alters his racthod of sceking to des-!

" tobea!

;

meeting 1o fuit or drunhenness of Eptcurus—humility and meekness,

pour outisanctity of this sacred Fite.

W hulst thus you Jay the stress upon matters of utmost,

T —

; - —
ny: you will put to silence the ignorance of foolish iiies,
by well doing. ,

Their idea of your religion is, that it puffs you up—
makes you think yourself better thaw all beside j=-that yoy
are a componnd ot gnorance, enthusiasm, and spirity)
ipridc. Nothing can convince them of their gross mistake,
lor conquer their prejudices but humility, meckness, ivs.
.dom, and soundness of mind, which thuse who are really
,in Christ possess and wanifest: at the same time thee
.conscnenlious attention to their duty, so striking, gives
them no overweening conceit of themsclves; abased ay
they ate from heartfelt conviction, how touch the Lord
has done and sutfered for them=--how much they have re-
ceived from His bounty and grace—~how infinitely worthy
fio is of ail ndozation and love: w very small part of
which they rcturn to Him, at best.

1 will conclude with advising you to study,withmuchat.
tention and exactness, their characiers who have obtained
the immortal honour, that they pleased God—such as
Finoch, Noal, Abraham, Moses, Joshud,Job. ‘There will
‘be much of entertainment, as well as instruction in this
methad,

You may besure nothing is mistepresented here.  You
will seo what manuer of persons the spirit of God docs
forin.  You will perceive that supreme love to Him, and
‘undaunted valour in his cause, and resignation to. His
"will, fully possessed them.

‘ ‘Then, lifting up your eyes and heart to their God and .
‘your God, beg that, under a much more luminous dispen-
;sation, and richer helps for spiritual life and godliness, you
-may be a follower of thein, who are set before you foren~
samplea.

‘Ihere is a great beaaty in scripture characters ; which
‘youare always to consider as exemplifications of scrip-
tnre doctrines, and animating proofs how much.we, by di-
ligent seeking, may reteive from our most gracions and
.bountiful God. ' ‘

HOLY COMMUNION.

We extract from avecent number of the Missionary,

.

abuse learning, and be confident you,the following remarks of the late BisHop White on that

passagein the 1st fpistle to the Corinthians, to which an
erronoous interpretation is not unfrequently given:
S

¢ Fla that eaffth and drinketh unworthily, cateth-
sand drinketh damnation to bhimself.” ‘There sre.
ifrequently misundetstocd the two words ss ussd.m
this place, “ uawoithily’ and * damnation:” which how,
ever may be made clear, by othr~ expressions in the
passage: ‘The ‘eating and drink. 2 unwortbily;’ or
in a manner unworthy of the occasion, was the eating
jand drinking 28 at an ordinary meal.  And this is
what is called; the-not discerning of th:e Lord’s body,.
that is the mot noting of. tho. difference- beween the'
appointed sign of ‘it-and commen food,

It is the more surprising, that there should. be so.
often mistaken the sense of the word * unworthily,’
as it utterly inconsistent- with humiiity in th:c best
of Christians, to ‘suppose themselves worthy of the
(benefits assuted to them in the Lord'sSujper.  But’
et the idea of worthiness lie transfcrred from the pers
»son, tothe demeanour durirg the celcbration; and
understood as expressing no more than its suitableness’
ito the occasion ; and immiediately a different senseis
{sisible on the: passagc.. That thisis the trué senss.
the connexion shuws, The *damnation,’ thst is the
icondemn-tion or judgn.cnt spoken of, is the being
subjected to certain tymperal punishmest, by which,
'God, in the infancy of his Church, vindicated the’
For that reference is bal,
‘not to judgment in  ancther werld, but to temporel’
ipunishmeut- in this, appears from what is said,. * fer,
this cause many are weak and s.ckly among sou, snd
many sleep;’ And ¢ we sre chasteced of the Lord thit,
we sbould not be cordemaed with theworld.” Inshot’
the precise fault of the Corinthizns is svoided,ty,
the merely recollecting with reverence, that the
bread und wine which are the objecis of our seisty
jave representations of the body nud birod of Chrid,
which were offered as a sacnfice for our sins. Doubte
iless in wddition to- such .recollections the occusiv

t

‘H. Vesx.  [will win and atiract both esteem and affection from ma-'siLOUId be an excitement of pious affectiors afd holy,



