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church except on sone ceremonial occasion of the Sunday-school, till
they are twelve years of age. Are they the losers or the gainera by this ?

For our own partne of the ery deareat niemiories of our childhood
is of the Sabbaths spent in the venerable sanctuary where we, as a family
-for nobody in health eyer stayed at home-ýere used&o worship. Long
before we could undeistana the argument of the preacher, his benignant
face, framed in its silvery hair, his gold-tiniteèd spectaèlés, tria liiatall
figure, had made a picture foi- us çWhich we somehoW mixed lin witfr.our
thouglts. of God and Moses and Davi4 and the dattle. on a thousand hil1s.
Still can we remember how his clear voice wotld announce his favouite
psalm,-

"Sweet is the work, my God, my Kixg,'
To praise Thy. name, give thanks, and sing;"

and we never hear the rapt and accumulative splendour of the aleventh
chapter of Hebrews ithqut hearing the triumphant ring pf tha good
pastor's tone as he would sky, "ßy faith Noah," "y faith .4raham,"its
naturally plaintive cadence rising into s.martiel nd victoriust rain.

The benefits of the old way werg shogn in the fact that as they grew
older, the children, instead of drifting inte n9n-church-going, or roamig
wherever they would, stayed where their patents were.. As,,tie mantle
fell from the fathers, the sons assumed it. As the mothers ceased,from
labour, the daughters were trained to take their places. The boys and
girls, fed on wholesome meat of creed and .catechism, grew up strong in
their convictions, self-poised, able to render a reason intellectually for their
religious belief. And we have yet to see what there is which,,under God,
can make men and women so, strong. sQ able to endure the maifold
temptations of life, as a mental diet of« the Bible, welllearned and
thoroughly assimilatea in the days of their youth.

Little children would consider it no hardship, but,, on the cltrary, a
pleasure, to be permitted to go often, indeed always, to churcrwith; their
parents. They would feel aitogether better, if they were not, reatd dur-
ing so many years as something between heathens and idio., There
would be a sort of moral leverage, a purchase upon them, wlzen.they were
naughty and self-willed, which parents who go to church and leave their
children at home to quarzel or to ..play nover ha.., There goal4 come
nq conflict after a while, when the parents eoncluded; hat thqhildren
we'e old enough, and auddenlyeguired. ±hat w4phi they had. prgyiously
ignored.,, A.nd, as in.the ol4 Jewish times, the fathex of, a aanily ould
say with confidence, es few fathersaunhapply, .inthia perida f jgveile
misrule, can: As for me, I and my house will serve the Lord.

414


