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tion, in regard to that dread day, that
deserves to be seriously pondered by
us, for we must all bear our part in
it :--1. The name given to this judi-
cial transaction. 2. The certainty of
its taking place. 8. The manner of
its coming. 4. The changes caused
by it in the framework of nature.
5. The home into which it ushers the
saints. And, 6. The prison into which
it sends the wicked.

I. THE NAME GIVEN TO THIS GREAT AND
.CLOSING EVENT OF THE WORLD'S HISTORY.
" The day of the lord." The event
amongst ourselves likest to this great
day is the sitting of the Court of
Assizes, for the trial of criminals.
'Those who were out on bail, aud those
who are lying in jail, must answer for
their crimes,-must be tried in open
.court, and condemned or acquitted,
according to the evidence. We cal
that the day or time of assizes. The
day of the Lord is such a day for the
whole world, when small and great
imust appear before the Judge of all
the earth for trial, nnd to receive sen-
tence. The length of the dayit is im-
-possible for us to know. It is within
the power of God to hasten through the
business in a day of twenty-four hours;
or it may be necessary to lengthen out
the trial for many days and many
years ; for " one day is with the Lord
zs a thousand years, and a thousand
years as one day." It is enough for
us to know that the court will sit,
whether that sitting be short or pro-
-.racted, till its business is fully, fairly,
finally done; -not simply to the satis-
faction of Cod, but to the satisf!ction
of all holy beings, and to the dolxvic-
tion and silencing of al ths wicked
for ever an ever. It is can*d "The
day of tha Loi«d," for reason's sifniar
té those for which the Sabath üä caff-
ed " the Lord's day." It is -th day
-ef the Lord béeefre our Egyr s the
highest and cèntral figute Id 6he gret
gathering, the Father com hitti

judgment to the Son on that day.
" And be hath given him authority to
execute judgment also, because he is
the Son of man."-John v. 27. It is
the day of the Lord, for on that day
Christ finishes the work of redemp-
tion, that consists in converting sin-
ners to the knowlelge and love of the
truth, in carrying them in the way of
holiness through life, in raising their
bodies, in openly acknowledging and
acquitting them, and in crowning
them with glory and honour in thé
sight of angels and men. It is the
day of the Lord, for on this day our
Lord vindicates from all charges, an&.
clears from all mists of doubt and
darkness, his illiing with the children
of men, from the first day to the last.
And if in heaven, where there is neither
day nor night, nor temple nor Sab-
bath, the saints in the long ages of
eternity commemorate any day, or
event in the history of redemiption,
the day of ali days, the evean of al
events to accupy their thoughts, will
be the Lord's day,-the day which it
at once the evening of time and the
morning f eternity.

II. Tm CERTAINTY oF Tis EvEl.
TAMING PLACE, is the neit thought tl
meets us in this passage. Ths ma
ter of certainty is contained in ong
word: " Wil came." " It is more,'
as Dean Alford 'remarks on this pas-
sage, " than meieely ' shall come
though no one word will giye the
exact force in Enliesh,-' Shail behere;
shal be ufnyou.'» Thispecifliar way
of stating the doctrine is in opposition
to the doubts of the scoffers referre4
to in the third. verse, who sgid,
"Where is the pronmsea of his coma-
ing?" This stro way of puttinc
thé future is, ohere ore, laecessàry, fý
confotin and. silened unbelievers, ý4
to sfýengthen he weaalitah of God'
people. " Hoga d4eerrea leaveth the
heart sick." Wheànen see 'thinge.
-uöÔsing on in the saine unchanged


