’ son"’ ‘said he: T il speak‘with”you there;

The' two men vsa.ii down facing each’ “other,’

,_Allison gra,spmg thex ams of _hls chalr
_,1£ ‘to, steady himself.~

: strong, masterful fa,ce were dra.wn,
F drops stood on his forehead '

: ‘Ma.y I ventire to ask-. you a del'ca.te ques- *
‘Ca,ni,
it be th'u{: some secret gzief or. a.nxiety 1s N

S tion; Mr. Allison? said the phy:zcxa,n.

' prcying upon y'our Wlfes mind"’
s oret grxe:f-—anxiety"" Certaxnly not'

i My dear doctor how could;; you
o _such a thmg"' : :

to' aronse her "There’scems. to;:be not'
-no phy<xnal response to .the remedies €

slightest. interest in’ 'mything, includlng her-
2. jrocovory Unless this cond1t10n be speedlly
cha.nged——wluch appears altogo.hor unhkely

o ==I ean no Iom«er ofter any hope ‘I‘he pati..
"ent Is evidently drlfung away’ from us, while - e st

‘We ctand po\verless to hold her back.” -

- ‘face in his hands..

S ‘after: a few sympa.thehc expresﬁions leﬂt hlm' :

a.lone.

. blbnsicd nerself with. cconscientious care about’
“her eharge l‘here was no perceptible move-

‘ment jn the ‘outlings of the.quiet form lying N
;.upon ‘the bed and ‘the gkilled Watche1 had™

Ao~ suspwion Lmt behmd the: shut eyehds

' ‘still-active. - ¥

slow current of the sick womans thou.ght

somehOW, artar so ma.n'y yea,rs
swoet Jjust_to stop trying, a.nd—let gol . I

do, bnt—-the Lord underetands'

‘young’ people
Sas T was: when they - were little,

n-ow—it is: dmereut I-Ielen has her- lover-—

her friends must~ comfort ‘her. And the

eomehow they soem to have grown

‘;-It muet be.
men

.The . lines of ‘his |
and'

1magme Z

ployed, “but she ‘apparently: lacks” even: the

.

Mr. Allison gronned aloud and’ faid his : —he is . driven at the omce—-%necia.lly
The physician Tose,” and, * "since he went into politics—that he can't .
: have. time {6 mourn-as he would have mourn- °

-~ ed.years ago—when -we were first, married,
Mea.nwhne, in the sick room tho nurse . Hmir ha,ppg we. werev—vsov';ong-——eo long ago -
’,—m the little bouse on Carlton street, whers .
Henry has. been rising;
man A.ny Woma.n might he proud to:be his-
Somehow I’ve hardly kept pace’ wlth .

“him, but I've loved him~—loved him?’:.
and a,pathetxc features m:nd and Spirlt wero m, b

‘It is* .easjer t‘nan to live. One gmws tired e
o It scetms -

" liaVe accomplished so little of all I meant to: self
s “The’ children - mll miss me- for a: whxle-—
- poor, -dears’— 'Diit sorrow “isn’t natural: to’

‘away from me a bit, I oughtn’t to mind it ¢
) ;I,suppoao as. I)OYa grow in.to B
It wxll be harder for their fmther, ‘rmt .
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o jf-While words of. lear

knew him well,
,ethewaskind s
~The love he bore. io. Iearnmg was in fault,”

ing sound

ﬁmazed the gazing rustics ranged around' w
‘A.nd stﬂl they gazed and snll the wonder R

. The' vxllage all declaréd how much he knew,_" B PR
"A’Twa.s certain he could wrxte a.nd cipher t00; .

grew, A
That one small head. oould“
‘The Deserted Vﬂlaﬁe Gol

"mith

Helen Was bom' :

3'w1[e

~'She hears nothing

:wate" 4n: a ‘cave,

A sound of
,‘suppxes:ed ‘yolces rea.ched her ear, and she .
:glanced anxjously towards the-bed; but. the*
sxck woman showed no mgn of oonscioue-"

. sister. :
says. - O Dorothy’ 0. boys!' “she: said ina ...
Alow,” intense voice, ‘we. haven’t any of us. "

5 looked a&ter mother as we ought. -We bhave -
always been.so used to. having ber do for us.. v .
Re ha.ve oeen m1serab1y selﬁsh\ si.nco—-smoe T

i need no cloeethe door, ehe sald to her

- more skill 404" tra,ming wére o ,ﬂlaul 2 all 'mow™
,That whioa in the nurse’s .ears;. was ‘only’ an .’

: 'mdxstxnct murmur ‘to.the nerve se'nse ‘sharp=:
T not necessa.ry to them -‘

- would Ty

’have ‘been dr%ﬂf\ﬂ o’ Ioave ‘my babies, but " 3'onsness 'a,w'tke and a,lert m ‘the weak: fra.me,!'

] ;.88 if spoken along some invisible‘ telepho
Roger i8-2 good man; and. they will bo going - PN

irito 4 home: of their ownl be[ore long. And. - ’
Dorothy—so beautiﬁul and such a fa.vorite-»a Tk

. !}sobbed Dorothy
';ﬁillness%slowly separated itself 1nto‘ E
- _ghe often eltting by herself
“been.out.of my mind!
;‘v_and conoerts in- the" world were wort‘h,_so .

“

: ’But she was. behter yesterday" I‘hat was

‘Rob, -the’ handsome ' young . collegian, who o

had heen summoned .homnie 'when' his mo- -
ther' 'S illness begaz to cause.apprehension,
“So. it seemed., But she does not raIly—-‘

.she takos no notzce

: ‘But she ean’t. be going—‘oo die~—~and Ieave .

She wouldn’t do'such 'z thmg—Mother" o
_ 'l‘he ‘tones ‘of s:xteen-year-old ‘Rupert  were
. smxtten through ‘with. incredulous hornor B
: The axr of the room ‘had’ grow-n hmvy ‘and

: “ . nu !
“Jt:isn't £6. hard -to die, a.ttorvall’ ran the n - tho.murse set the door ajar.:

I don't understand it ; ‘answered the older
‘She is “dnftmg away,” -the- doct,or'

1 aldn't mean’ 1t;” but 1 see it

here' and” there ‘eve ; evening, and

As ff all zhe parties

rynll he knew, ‘_ i

You' havent ‘been one-hau as. selﬁsh ‘as: I’ ‘
‘Here have I been rushing ' -



