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L ‘,-there an’ attempt at a flower. garden.

-7 morning it was all covered with a soft.white -

.- enowfall .that ‘made it a little better to look
:'-‘j.at than-usual, -

B morning,

¢ Ohristla.n Advocate Y

; Hel stood. rather. djsoonsola.tely looking out
of. the ole - window his room:-afforded. - Not:

.that there.was much of  interest to see- from

~a.:long: TOW. of ba.ck yards: adorned ‘with"
‘elothes-hnes and .ash. barrels, with here and”
-This~

. But‘a.lmost a.nythlng was better than the
'Vlew indoors Such a poor, unhomelike .
room ‘in’ this unhomehke ‘hoarding-houss, -

: ' one o{.’ a type sadly too common in our large
-.,.5ake; a,nd for. my ‘servant David’s sake.

. citles. R B
.- Ernest Holmes looked, a.s he stood in ‘the .

: Vdusty, ill-kept room, decidedly ‘out of "place, .-
- He was a fine specimen’ of young manhood,

nlth an honest face and clear good .eyes, .
even though this morning they. looked from

~under. a clouded brow. He was .on the verge
«of temptatlon, .and, though he, did not realize.

Jt, his ylelding Would mean" a downwa.rd ten-
dene:y possibly to his whole life. . He: would
not " mknowledge ‘to hlmsc-lf that he was
troublmg over- the ngiht or’ wrong “of the
" question. at all. Rather he insisted if it
were not for the expense, wluch he knew he
ought not to incur, he would have settled the '
whole thing long ago.- It was only 2 sleigh-.
ride arranged, by some young fo‘ks ‘Two of

- .. the young men were his fellow-Loarders, and |
had inv1ted th to make one of their num-"

They were to leave town at elght o clock m

" _thie evening, take a two. ‘hours’ ride to a vil-,.
lage, ha.ve supper: and a dance then home ‘s

aga.i.n
The’ desu'e to go was very great

“in & Targs city and he. had tingled to his yery
finger tips every time a slexgh w1th trnglmg
bells had passed him, .
"To do him justice it was the slelgh-nde,
-and not the .wine supper and da.nce, that had
* been the temptation. _ ‘
.How badly he wanted to ‘820 nobody but -
himself could ‘quite understand... He felt
his lonehness in ‘this great crowded city so
keenly The young men who had. mvrted
him had been the first to- .Show him any
friendliness. If he refused to go, they would
. be offended and.though they were not very
choxce friends, they were better than.none.
.Of course, he reasoned with hlmself he -will
* not touch their wine. In the quiet v1llage
llfe he had led, he had not learned to dance,’
80 he wou.ld not enjoy that part of it.
“‘Why in the name of sense,” he burst out -
. to himself, ‘can’t they leave off the last? The
sleigh-ride is all that’s really good about it
Just think!’ they say it'is full two hours ride °
out there and back homs, in this_beautiful
moonhght. ‘O'yes, I think I wzll go It was”
courteous in the boys to invrte me I’m such
- a stranger, and I can’t do less than a.ccept r
. ~So it was decided that he—would let the™
-young men know at their dmner hour that
he would go.
It wanted but a few minules of belng time:

verls

: "r': Sometimes he had a feehng that the dear,-

dead “father” knew- about it and was pleased
= Not :that- hé often ‘thought:about it at all.:
The chain.s ‘of hablt ‘were: strong, -and this
Was- one of’ thof*e ‘things: the wise. father and
mother bad. helped grow into a habit

+This" morning he. turned the. leaves with -

unusua.l~ carelessness .His. mind was not
wholly1 at.ease, though he-thought his deci-
sion’ was mads, There would creep .in-a
littlé something like regret, which Ernest
fancled was on.account of the expense,

" At last he opened- to a-chapter, and gla.nc-

ed over a few verses without knowing what

-he read;. Suddenly the next. words -seemed
to read themselves into his very  heart: ‘I
will defend this city to save.it, for my own

. Just m .an 1nstant it fiashed over him that
‘thls city,’ meant, not the one the word had
.been writlen-. ahout years .ago,. but the one
‘God. meant this mornmg ‘This city,’ that
was hlmself—he . Ernest- Holme*—-God was,
pledging himself ‘to ‘defend.’ = Could it be
true" :
Thoughts came throngmg fast. . D1d he need

_defence . Was hi§-life .a precious thing to

God? ‘Fo'r mme own sake.! Ah, the tender-
ness of it, the mﬁnite love! hig eyes . were
fastened on the. words. Such strength for
such weakness.

_ing each moment. .‘This city'—his heart —

‘the’ place where thine ‘honor- dwelleh God~

‘was pledged to defend,

Had he really been in’ such danger" Dxd
th15 apparently harmless pleasure mean a
strategy ‘of Satan to overcome ‘this- city"’

He stood’ still, lookmg at the words, a.lm.ost:

appvalled ‘at the msxght he was ga_ming int
his own hea.rt
's~ o_ a.nd a meosag s there was a’ gentle—

‘ oountry Jbred and this. was his, first v;rmter i down hardly carmg who, it m.lght bs, though

a visitor was a ra.re_vthmg w1th ‘him.  He -

was still thmk.ing of the clea.r, dxrect message
he had read when ‘He' entered the shabby lit-

hands to the young man

“The v01ce was cordial a.nd wmning ‘So
It is my old'friend’s boy! ' T helieve I should
" have known you. - The eyes a.re the same
though ‘the last time I saw you I held you
on my knees. I only last night heard that
you were in town, and your father and I

were such old friends that I took the first -

chance I had of seeing you. W’hy did you
-not let me know of your whercabouts before?
Did you not think I'wanted to know Henry’s
boy. You should have let me know as soon

" as you came. By the way,’ and there wa.s a

little laugh, ‘I wonder if you know who it is
who has-taken you by storm this wa.y" My
-name ig Grey, Dr, Grey, Do you remember
your father s old friend?

‘I remember-you perfectly, Doctor, Ernest
~replied quickly, then Le stopped a moment,
-as/the’memory "of 'the ‘old hero worshipping
- days came back to him,-when he had ranked
this. same .doctor- only:second to his father.
: “There was the slighlest suspiclon of a quiver

.in his voice as he went on, ‘Mother was not.
certam\of your address, and we thought may k

“to start*for his work down town, so he left be .you. had. forgotten: us..-We: were Dpoor.

-the ‘window and turned to open his bible -
that lay on the dust-covered s*and for his
mormng reading. It was an old custom
“that had grown up: with him and ‘somehow’
-etill clung-—-this readmg 4 bit of God’s worcl
before the work of the day. - -

He was, after a sort, trying to be a Chms- :

tian. There had not much help been. ‘given.’
to him since he left the quiet home and mo-
.ther, and he knew when he stopped-to think:
. of it, .he was not makmg much. progress in-
“that life.- Still,"he read the little bible every -
‘More than often it was some part
“of: the great book that did not touoh his life, -
.something forgottcn almos:. as soon a3 read

.o

We.did not want to be a.trouble to you.’
Two strong hands were laid on the boy's
.shoulders,-as. his friend turned-him so the
light fell full in his face., No sort of an ans-
wer +was made; to the last words. -~ -
Yes, -you havo your -father's eyes,’ He
' talked rapidly to hide the young man’s ‘em-

barrassment ‘I -hope you are trying to be.

the man he was. I am glad I met you; I

_have half a dozen: th.ings I waat to ta.lk with-

_you.about.” .
~ The doctor. glanced at his wateh, 'I have an
engagcment to .set a slcll ma.n in- half an
. hour., That will give me time to_drive you
down.town and [ can say =ome of the thinzs

His bram was wholly awake norw,_'

It came with added mea.n-v

Then there sounded a rap at :

. wonderfully )
“wiio" stepped  forward and held out both v ’

Iwant to say:om. the way down' SRR

-~ And before - the astonished young person
had time to think of the pleasure in store -

for him-he was- ‘tucked -in the fur: robes and
skimming down the broad avenue 1n Dr,
" Grey’s handsome’ sleigh, -
Meanwhlle the doctor was busy talkmg.
He was one of thoze men wise.in the skill of

catching souls for his Mastér, and somethmg.

in the‘young man’s faco had spoken to- his

-heart that some sort of a struggle was going’ '
_.onin the life, possxbly he was in danger; he

must put out a hand to help. "He asked 1o
questions! It was hardly advice he offered.
Just a suggestion here, a hint there,
helpful words, that were cheery and bright
with the. real sympathy -that- lay behmd
them,

‘Plans were laid and engagements made, so

skrllfully, S0 as 2 matter of course, that Er- -

‘nest had no choice but to accept. He was ta
come. to the doctors house that evening to
help in addressmg some circulars that had
to be sent out. The next mght he was in-
Vited again,

A subdued excla.matlon escaped the young
man as he heard this plan. _To-morrow
night ! The very night that but a short
hour ago -he fancied he wanted to spend in
that sleigh-ride. How " distasteful it all
-seemed now' " How much more attractive
“this other way A pew life was opened to
“him. He had found a friend; that was about
"what it meant. No, one had been sent to
him. Something of awe stole in his heart.

It seemed £0 plain. God had done it, ‘T will .

defend this city.’

- He had but llttle time during the busy day
b0 thrnk about it, but when he reaohed his

; "00m that night, he walked straight’ over to
“the - little half-opened bible and’ found the
mormng’s verse. He read it aloud this time,
each’:word nngmg .out a dlrect message to
him: ; Hxs heart-was. full, God was good to
him, “Why. should he care- 50 much? * ~‘For
. mine -own sa.ke’ The last words read so

‘And for my scrvant David’s

‘sake.”

There came g glad smlle over, the boys
fa.ce ‘I suppose that- means-- father, I
know God loved him, and father was his ser-
vant. Maybe it was for father's sake, Dr,

Grey. was sent to me this morning, that ‘thig '

city,’ mlg'ht be ‘defended.’

Those Glrls Dld it.

In a small village in Pennsylvania, says
‘The Presbyterian,’ lives a clergyman’s wite,
whose ‘gentle and - unfailing ministrations
are devoted to an aged father, a mother,
and an invalid child. She cannot afford a
servant so is a- good deal confined to her
- house, To her surprlse she >_was told that
she had been chosen a delegnte to the Wo-
man’s Synodical Meeting for Home Missions..

She said ‘she could not go, she could not

be spared. ‘But the young girls of the par- ~

.ish declared ‘she must, so like an avalanche
they descended on the barsonage. They
-brought new silk to make ‘the rmportant
- sleeves for the old silk dress, they renogvated
her wardrobe generally,-and pledged them-
.selves to take turns in the housework dur-
ing her absence. Then they wrote to the
Reception Committee, -that their minister's
w1fe was coming-to the meeting, and to take
good. care. of her,
" She was sent to one of the most dehghtful
homes in the place, given the = best. guest
ohambe1 taken to ride by her hostess, who
devoted herself to giving her a good time. In
‘betore-going— -bed talk’ the visitor told a

fellow-guest the story, addmg .
‘And to think that I have met the Presi-

dent of the ‘Executive 'Committee, besides -

all my enjoyment of the meeting. She has
been a phantom, read of, and heard of, but
now ‘I have really seen her and talked to.
her, I shall go home to my auxiliay and
-tell them all about these meatinegs’ . -

P

Strong -




