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The Catholie. _

fe AFlions ~ oppr gy

L From tho Truth Teller.)
COTIMON SCHOOLS AND CA-
THOLIC CHILDRFN.
[coxcryntn.]

“Neithor tho number of £.uvols, nor of Schol-
ars, nor any degrea of intelloctual culture is a
sutliciently accurato scilo, by which to measure
the scale of pational morality.~Duatix Review,
No.3,vol. 2.

In this conntry, the idea of Catholiciiy
and Ireland is so biended in the minds of
the American prople, as to be ina man-
aer inseparable.  Whether that s justor
not, is icrelevantto our purpose j—the
fact is incontravertible 5 and so utterly im-
possible is it to divest their minds ol this
identity, that as seon as ever a child’s ha-
tred or distike can be engendered and
cherished against Ireland and Irishmen,
that moment, s respect for the Catholic
Religion and its professors is more or less
weakened,  Then by wnother step in the
inductive process by an association of
ideag,quitc as natural to those of more ma-
wre as well as those of more tender yvears,
the frailties and errors, perhaps the crimes
of the man are attributed to the religion.
aud bath become odious and detestable
alike. The eflects of this identification #

aro more widely extended, mor: perma-
nent, and more pernicious in its cflects

tan can well be imagined : and all flow-
aing from the vicious principles of cduea.
tion imbibed in youth and confirmed i1n
age. They pervale all runls, influence
all minds, and pervert all sentiments of

every ago since the Refarmation ; by various na.
tions ; but especially by all thoso speaking (he
English lingusge: by the Puritans, Crom el
ans and Camcroaians of Gt Britdin as well asby
their descendants in America.  «lhe nwb""
vays tho celebrated Garnet in lus letter to Per.
sons, *“ was futrious, looking for Priests and Lich.
mer ? Oh! yes, «Pricsts, Papists and Insh.
wmen” in modotn timas, as Christiani ad Leones
ol former times, have invariibly constituted the
watchwerds of mobs, and fapatics on cither side
of tho Atlantic. What an unequivocal tostamon
oy to the fidelity of tho Irish Catholics ! Evor
pooonuted ond ever Gaithful 3 ever allied with
alt that is good and great in religion ; over suf,
fering from all that is wilo and wo:thiess in fa-
naticism ! Yot soine Cathohes are found so un.
genzrous, 50 uukind, 20 ulterly foraetful of what
the world at largo owes to Catholic Irelind, as
to ulter sentiments st variance with the finest
virtues of 2 peoplo ro entbusiastic, so davoted in
their fidelity, so Cathol.c beyond most others
similarly circumstanced,—by indirectly insinu.
ting what they h d not tho manbnoss cpenly
ta proclsim,—+'that it was inexpedicnt for lrish.
oo in futuro to defnd themsely s in a Catholie
papar, nolwithstanding they tniglt Le assailod
and mahigned as Irivhmen and Catholics!® an this
forzooth, was a thing altogether unscemly and
untowarl to thoso who could ngither feel for
their misfozlunce, nor appreciato theie incrits !
Woo worth the day, woo worth tho day ¢ and
hae it then como to this, that a Catholic conld

humanitly as to wwish that h:s follow-Catholics
should be precluded from defending thomselves,
or their futhor.dand from tho c.venomed ahaits
of gvesy canting miscroant, privilezed to alande:
tua fellow creatures.  And thisisto avoid ¢na.
tional cxcitoment !"—Must JIrishmen then Lo
down likedumb dogs to ba wotried in silonco by
avery wmongrel, or puppy, wha, liko tho Ass
kicking tho dead Lion, may bLray ovor the victo.
r7 when tho noble animal ;¢ no longor capablo
of rosistanco? ¢ Alas for poor Erin, her pride
fiae gono by ™ &e.—Our readers can find the
sezinder of this bezutiful and expressiva effa

i

honor, of justice aud of charity. Am I still
to bo told by tho ignorant, the vain, the
shallow, and tho interested that these
things nre not so ?

Whenco then, may I ask, tho undying
hatred ever manifested by the apostate
children of Irish Catholics against the
creed and country of their futhers 17—
whence the numerous inlermarringes with
sectarinns—that foul blotch on the virgin
purity of Catholicity 2 Whence the con-
sequent henst-burnings, domestic brawls,
divorces, indifferentism, and final aposta-
ey 7 Whenee the virvlence, intolerance,
the bigotry and savage ferocity so often
exhibited in various sections of the Union
against Trishmen and Catholics ¥ Whence
ithe many partial verdicts of jurors even
under the solemnity ol anoath 1 Wherce
the iniquitous decrees of judges T Whence
the unblushing slanders of legislative ora-
tors ! Whence the atvocious mendaci-
ties of Rev.[!] sermonizers?  Whence,
the tyrannous violation of liberty of con-'
science in compelling American soldiers |
and seameén who may be Catholics to at-
tend the service or sermons of seclarian
ministers* 7 Whence the evidentinjustice
of giving one clergyman who happens to
be of the fuvored creed, 1000 a ycar for
altertding to the spiritual duties of a moic-
tv of 12 or 1500 persons, while the Catho-
lic clergyman who attends 1o the spiritual
wants of 12 or 1500 Catholics receives—
nothing 1+ Whence the Vandulic burning

+This identification of Catholics and Irishn.en ;:\l.\d sack of Convents tecanted by reli-

has, however, been recognized and acted upon in i

givus communities of unprotected females?
Whence the ruthless warfare a'most in-
ces~antly waged in different guises throu’
various paris of the Union against I1ishe

American press 2 All, all those and num-
berless other evils, injurious alike to social

can be clearly traced as springing from
the erroncous, uncharitable, and anti-Ca-
tholic educational systems predominant
in city and state.

1lave Catholics up tothis, been entirely
recognizant of, or totally reckless respect-
ing the consequences,whereas for the last
ten years, there has not been a single good
Catholic School for boys—nor for girls
prior to the establishment of+*Tho Sisters’®

& ‘The wnter of courso cannot mean toinsina-
ate, that this outrageousintorfercnce i mattera
altozether bevand thn sphero of any temporal
power, haubern introducod by the preseat admi-
nistration ; but he ineans to assert, that no steps
have been takento abolish it,  “Qui facit per ali.
um facit perso,’*1sa maxim assound in civil asat
15 in cthical and ccclesiastical jurisprodenco.—
I¥uat can havo indaced Catholic parents lo send
therr children in so groat numbers into tho Ame-
rican navy, where they will not only have no

opportunity of prictising the duties of their reh.

_gun, but will nost assaredly boperverio1? How
ba found. so loat to cvery nobler sontiment of |
! 0¢ tha Nurthy Carolina atthe Navy Yard 2

many Catholic bays, ot this moment, are on board
Do
thir parents and friends really believo theCatho-
lic religion tho only frue onc ;—for twa true reli-
gions, cach teaching opposito doctrines, invalvo o
manifest abeurdity 2.—or do thoy regard the loss
of it, in comparisn o theie children becoming
Americin sailors, as no great matter alter all 72—
Such, alas, is the progress of cis-Atlanticized Ca-
tholics in the bmad hizhways of Liberaliem,Indif.
ferentism, and All.religions.ism.  Such are some
of tye blossings of modorn cducation !

“Plos longe nocet falsus Catholicus, quam si
vems appareat hareticus,” says St Bernard.

ason 1o Mcorc’s Mclodics,

+ Exompli gratia—2Bellvue,

'men and Catholics by the majority of the

order, sound morality and truo religion,

—in the city of NewYork : that is, exclu-
cively Cathalie : whero Catholic children
could be educated not only intellectualty
but religiously ! In no city in tho world
containing 70 or 80,000 Catholics could
so disgraceful an nstance be recorded.
On a topic so cheerloss and disheartening
toevery sincere Catholic,and lover of lite-
rature, I cannot bear to dwell: for like the
degencrate Romans in the declineof their
glory, too many Catholic parents seem to
regard the acquisition ol wealth as the'one
thing necdiul.

st animus tibi, sunt moreas, est lingua fidosque;
Sed quadringentis sex soptem mwillia desunt,

P’obs oris.

Let not the writer be misunderstood, as
if intending to prove, that Catholics should
nat, in the common und general intercourse
of mankind associate with those of other
denominations :—This would be at once
impossible, nbsurd, and unchristinn.—
What he means to assert is this, that Ca-
tholic children should be kept aloof from
all possibility of contamination cither from
school-mates, or play-fellows, or others,
such as apprentices, until by a reguiar
lcourse of sound cducation, moral, intellec-
.tual and religious, they will, under Hea-
‘ven, be rendered impervious to any thing
‘harmful of their religion or morals;
“whether in jest or in carnest, in scason or
out of season ; at school ; in company,&e.;
‘—until they will have been rendered ca-
"pable by an accurate knowledge of their
“rehigious principles to be at all times ready
‘1o account for their faith ; and still more,
‘until they will have been confirmed in

these principles, by a practical compliance
fwith ail their esseatinl duties by frequent-
ly and piously participating of the sacra-
mental graces only to be found in the Ca-
tholic Church, then may they be consier-
ed as fitted for the warlure : then will they
on all occasinns, instead of blushing at
the scandal of the Cross, glory in the
'name and profession of Catholic. When
;thcir minds are thus formed to virtue, ma-
tured in knowledge. and well trained in
the princicles and practice of our holy: reli-
gion, then indeed thus strengihened, thus
lortified, thus* protected with armor of

> celestial kind,” they canbe entrusted to

meet and associate with their equals in
'nge, rauk, and breeding, without any fear
‘ofthe result : but under no other circum-
‘stancesare parents, Catholic parents, war-
!ranted m exposing their children unform-
cd, uncducated, and unpracticed in the
performance of their religious duties. to
the pestiferous atmosphere, ot only of the
Common Schools, but of ail those conduct-
ed by sectarians.

Ere we propose our remedial plan, let
us see what number of Catholic children
we have of an age fit to go to school.—
According to the most moderate calcula.
tion, the Catholics of N. Y. may be [airly
estimated at 80,000 souls + some accounts
swell tho number to 100.000: others again
diminish it t0 70,000, Iadced Le Cour-
rier des ElatsUnis, a very well informed
paper, estimates the French population
aloncat 20,000, In this case, the ontire
Catholic population of tho city—from all
nations—must be fully 120,000, Tuking
the lowest average, we give 60,000.—

Now thp celebrated Cousin in his elabo-

rata “lieport of Education in Prussia,”
saysthat out ol a’population of 12,726,613
thiere were 4,767,072 of an oge to go to
school, and allowing 7 years as the initi-
ative term, uhout 336 to every 1000 or
nearly § of the whole : then again out of"
every 100 fr.m 1 day to 14 vears ald, he
allows 37, i. ¢. 43 are of aze to go to
school. Assuming theso data with 80,000
as our population, we have 28,225 as the
entire juvenile portion ; then by taking
11-30 of the emire, wo have nearly
10,000 children which should actually be
atschool.  For the better elucidation of
this important subjeet, we shall for educa-
tional purposes class the gross populaion
into six departments ; by which means it
can at once be scen how many of each
department are sent to school, to what
schools, and how many are not sent atall,
First, those who send their children to the
Common or Public schools— average
2000 :* Those who send their children
to Catholic Free Schools or those in con-
neetion therewith—average2,500 children
3rdly., those who send theis childien to
the cheaper pay schools conducted by Sec-
tarians, may average 1000 pupils ; 4thly.,
those who sendtheir children to pay schools
taught by Catholics may possibly avernge
300 1! Sthly those who sezd their children
to the more respectable Sectarinn pay
schools, Academies and colleges cannot
average fewer than 800 :—amounting to
about 6,600—while Gthly.theso who ci-

ther do not send their children to any
school, or do actually seod them to Secta-

rian schools number f'rom 3 to 4060 !!—
or nearly 10,000 in all. Tt cannot fuil 1o
strike the most careless, how few out of
the-wholo are sent to schools exclusively
Catholic,—2500 ; and_ still more must it
have been o cause of astonishment to find
how small a fraction of the whole is found
at Catholic pay schools [for boys],—tho
paltry number of 300 !!! From this syuop-
sis prepared with no litde care, it is evi-
dent thatthe state of learning and I fear
of religion among the rising Catholic gen-
crauon must be truly deplorable.  Even
if all were frequenting schools conducted
by sectarians, the case would not be much,
if atall the better ; as then their religion,
by fur the more important part. would be
in danges of shipwreck : moreover it has
been often shewn, that a people may bo
atonce highly educated and intellectual,
and sunk in the depths of depravity,
wickedness and immorality In one of
the carly numbers of The Dublin Review
[No.3, vol.21.] is a most intercsting and
instructive article on this subjact: where
1t is demonstrated, by tho stutisticnl Inbours
of Balbi and Guery, that in the depart-
ment of Marne, the proportion of scholars
to population was 1 to every 10, while
that of criminalswas 1 to 6296, In the de-

partmentof Haute Luire, there was but 1

pupit to every 268 while the criminals were

only 1 to every 26,000. In the depart-
ment of HautRhin, the number of children
at school was 1 out of every 13, and yet

with other criminals, thero was one assas-

sin for every 94,000. Sco also Dublin

Review, No.'s 1, 3, 11, &c. &c. on this

ali ongrossing topic.

® This is somcthung hizher than o former caleu-
Iation, but nearor tha truth,
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