THE, CATHOLIC.

hetbee the Reformation?—"The followers of that
seet, will, themselves, inform him, that, from the
tourth century until the sixteenth, the world has
heen totally unacquainted with any such  religion,
and, thatan individual, by name, Murtin Luther,
s been the founder thercof.
Marvellous presumption of mortal man'-—-belmld’
that Church, which has been founded by our Sav-
ur—-propagated by the Apostles—cemented by
tiie blood of martyrs, and adorned by 'the writings
ot so many enlightened divines—in-an ajre, whose
«haracteristics swere firmness of Taith, purity of mor-
-ix, and sanctity oflife—that church has, according
" Protestants, totally failed—plunged herself into
every species of superstition and idolatry, aftera
a reign of three centurices: while we behold, still in
u flourishing state—in the vigour of its pristine
hloom,~—2a miscrable sect, which derives its origin
troir: the ontrageous declaiming of a perjured monk
- -owes its propagation, to crime, plunder, and
«nassacre; and hasbeen patched togethier by a mul-
titude of fanatics, whom their worthy prince, Fox,
wonld fain vepresent assomany martyrs!!! What?
T: Luther a more solid loundation thanJesus Christ
1Tis ribaldry more powerful than the preaching of|
the Apostles?  And the _blood of Fox’s martyrs
~anze efficacions than that of the fiest Christians?
Shame, shame on thase who would even think of'so
hlasphemons a parados!
Anather motive, which has caused me to aban-
lon the Protestants, is this;in all their writings
sernons, tracls meetings and conversations, I have
aoticed  the most glaring contradictions, und the
height of ignorance.  Alas! inconsistency and -
uoranceare the very cssence of I’mtcstanusm, nor
s this amatter of surprise, when we reflect, that
tucy havenothiug fixed—nothing determmed n))
iiciz erced—no vule of foith to be guided by~—et-
«inally changing frum onc maxim to another,
accordingtotime and circumstances—what they
‘.ach now-a-days is widely dificrent from what
Tather establishied in the commencement of the
Recformation, anul equally.so from what they will
teach thirty years hence, (suppesing that God ke
pleased tosuffer thaicexistence unul then.) Thus
s, Rev. sir, that ce .ain thundering blunder-
makers of the Freemas..as, Hally with tract 1n hand,
will, at one time, graciously condecend to callus
idolators—worse than the Hindoos— while, at
another time, we are raised to the digmty of)
Christians! Thus, St.Bernard receives the title
of “canunized blasphemer from -one- of their
)rcachc's, and that ot “the holy. Father, St. Ber-
ward,” from an ex-Catholic Priest, the anthor of a

T
i the Catholic faith, which, it any one doth not
faithfully acd firmly beliove, he cannot be saved.
Thusjt is, in like mannes, that the respected head
of vur Christian church g callal the Amichrist;
aud yet, this is the Antichist, or one of his pre-
decessors, (evary Pope isan Awtichrist,) who has
converted Ingland to Christianily ; aud yet, thisis
tho Antichrist, who, afler tho battle of Waterleo,
has been restored fo his former dignity, and repla-
ccd onghis throno, by this identical people!  Thus
tgo, your Rev. n¢ighbourin Somers-Tawn, by pro-
hibiting to read a newspaper on. Sunday, has cut-
stripped the soverity of Pricsts, Jesuits, and Monks,
all put together ; and this, because he is permitted
to preach whatever strikes his would-be poetical
imagination,

In a word, the inconsistancies; with which Pro-
testant divines every where abound, are so obvious
that, unable to stand the test of proper investiga-
tion, they start before the penetrating eye of every
individual acquainted with the doctrircs of both re-
ligions, and, at the same time, so mukiform so un-
numbered, that the simple detail therereof would
form a handsome littlc volume. There is one, in
parlicular, stamped with so scandalousa character,
that I cannot pass it over in silence. I mean the
union which exsts between Prutestants and Cavi-
nists.  The latter, besides a number of blasphe-
mous doctrines, teach the horrid paradox, that they
who from a state of grace, fall into mortal sin, la-
bour under an absolute nmpossxbluy of returning to
God. The former deny it. Here is one of lhc
most essential points of christian belicf, on which

they differ, and stil, they unite in tho same cause,

have sprung up from the frbitfulaess of Ler sced,
and the instability of hér .principles—cvery
year she brings fortha new one, and the num
ber will soon be so great {hat I fear, lest for want
of room,-they fall upon and devour their cotnmon
parent. Itis true, indeed, there havo started up
different sects, from time to time, in the Church ot
Christ, (one, perhaps, every century) and this re-
proach, taken in itself, were unjust. But here we
hehold a sect alinost for cvery year, these three
centuries past, caressedand byzged by Protestants,
sccording as thoy shew their faces ;3 while dke
Church of Rome, ks, at uli times, andin the ve-
ry instant of their birth, strangled the noxicus
creatures, and cut them offi—totully severcl them
from her communion. To this, Protestants an-
swer, by retorting, that, in the present Church of
Romne, there are  various sects, under thie names of
Bencdictine, Dominican, Franciscan, Jesuit, §'c.
O the blinduess ! the unparalicled ignorance of sucl:
wretched divines ! who will not, who cannot see,
that these aro so many religious orders; professiug
the same fuith, in.every poiut ; living in perfect sub-
mission to the laws, decrees and ceremonies of
Rome’s universal Church, aud beanng -theso -
ferent namea, from certain circumstances, but
chiefly, from the institutors of their sespective or-
ders.

Another strong motive, in consxdcraixon of which
Thave been induced to abandon the Protestant eause
is, the hurror that has-filled my soul, -upon- serious
reflection, on the conduct of our first reformers.—
Gan any one pericdof the history of ages furnidh
such perfect examples of humun depravity; -as a

and still they meet tegether for the purpose of pro- | Luther,a Cranmer, a Henry the Eighth? . A Lu-
moting the’ Rqﬁ;rmalwn and still they live injither,.who hasopenly rebelled against his.lawful su-

commumon one with the other ; and still they jorm

periors—preached sedition; massacre, blasphemy,

the samie Church ! O strange! —but exclamations/iand a thousand: otber impicties—brgken vows of

are unnecessary. Prolcslan(s themselves, arefully
aware of these horrors ; and Ihave frequently had
oteasion to remark theu total dnso'ust thereat, by
the grimaces, contortions, not fo cay the grunting,

with which they salute such doctrines from thcxr
pulpits. But, it may be asked, if Protestants hold
these tenets in such ulter abhoirénce, why do they
live in this close,]ong -cherished union with Calvi-
nists 2 The reason is obvioas—it is, in the first
place, because,one wilhout the other were tooweak
to -oppose the mcs:stnble influence of the Catliolic
Chutch ; while a numbm' of wonderful' thmgs must
be ihe necessary effects of their mutual assistance,
and united, praise~worlhiy operations. Scco:zdl) ,in
ordez toput ona more Catholic face, by ‘being
motic wulcly dlﬁ'us..d 1t is for these motives, also,
that the¥ shelter undcr the wings of parental afiec~

riscrable pamphlet, lately pubiished. . .London.

Thus, they maintain, that the'church has fulen in-
to crror, ahaut the fourth centurys-andsstill: there
are persons canonized by.the Ghuroh of <Rome,
since that period, whbm they vencrate .ag" sairits—
persons, who have been natorious for heir atiach~
ment o tthe,prcteﬁ“ ded errors. Thus, they.ageuse
us of intalerance, when we say, that salvation: can-
not be obtained out-of our-Churchs and -yet, they

rapeat, in the xvords of St Athamsxm, that theirs

lion, so many miscrable dissenturs of every shape,
and of evéry denBimination, frbm the Méthedist to
the Jumper. - “Hefe, as we are upon Jumpcrs, “1et
usmake a littde juimp from ‘the prcsent point,: and
say-a word or {woy en passant, as we jump along,
about'these dxﬁ'ex‘ent sects.

Therbds nothing'sb scandalots in the Profestant
religion—nothing that fills'ihe mind with such dis-
gusty-upon reflectipn, < the numberless tribes of

self-crected, selfiguided, little rcligions, ‘which

325

the moust sacred and binding .nature, and caused
another to .do the same~beld constant, intercoutsc
with infernal visitors, and disgraced.human nature
by drunkenness, and every species of dehauchery.
A Crapmer! the cause, the instigator of .so.many
seditious plots and machinations—he, who Las
sanctioned the adultery of lus brutal master—scan-
dalized the Church of God, by bis own sacrilegious
fornication, and afler sending innocent thousands
to the stake, bas-at- length, been brought to the
block himself, to receive the mete reward-of kis
numberlesshorrors. A Harry the -Eighth! -that
exccrablo. compound of unprecedented abomina-
{ions—that heartless oppressor of the;poor and: wid-
oys—-that disturber of the dead—tbat sacrilegious
plunderer of Churches and Monasteries——and ; the
murderer of five different wives!. Ina -word,..thay
second Nero—Nera? No—this fatker of the- re-
formation stands sithont- an equal-on. tho page of
bxstory, and Nerp, himself; wercan honorto buman
Bature, in comparison. -

Such, Rev, Sir, such are tbenaun(ed [oundcrs of
Protestantism, & Such the characters who haxe
presumed to gcform the Cburch of Christ,. withont
any authority or mission whatever. The 3onk,
becausehe was refused permission to preach xndul-

'm:nccs. The King, lecause he could not obtain

.
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