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}Iere is inspired precedont for audlible responses to ettempore
prayers offered to God in tho public congregation. We are re-
]ninded of 'the hearty exclamations for wvbich our Methodistie
fathers wvere pre-eminently noted, thoug11 we wvould flot build
upon this analogy the argument of thie child, who, finding in the
Old Test 'ament the staterment, thiat Il ail the people said Amen,"
iliformn-ed hier mother that, -se biad found the place in the Bible
where ail the people were Methodists.

Blut Paul's idea of prayer, as a- part of Divine wo-rship, is snch
.an expression of praise and thiankcsgiving, and eairnest-request, as
reaches every understanding and calls forth from every wvorshipper

Ahe-artfelt responses. The single voice heard, is accepted as the
voice of every onie, and awakzens iii himn an interest similar to
that whvlichi would be evoked if lie himaself were leading the
devotions of the congegation. Now, how eau the individuals of

.conggTe<?ation best excînde irrelevant thought anid ce, tre their
attention uponl the solemn wvorkc at baud ? What position best
becomes the suppliants?

Whien Solomion prayed at the dedication of the magnificent
temnple, of w1hose erection lie wvas the bionoured instrument, "lhe
luîeeled dowu unpon 1îi- knees before ail tlue congregation of Israel
-and spread forth bis bauds towards hieaven.» That the people
on whose behiaîf this earnest prayer was offered were krneeling at
the sanie time, we are noV told, thougli it %vas probably so. For,
i-xnediately 8after, when, in answer to the praýrer; the lire came
down frorn beaven and consumed the burut offeringys and the
sacrifices, and the glory of the Lord filled the house, "lail the
echildren of Israel bowed thetnselves with their faces to the
gyround upon the pavement, and worshipped and praised the.
Lord." Whien Ezra, mourning over the ungodliness of Ilis people
and anxious for their salvation, approachied with the... cuîîgregation
the place wvhere the evening sacrifice wvas offered, he says, el I fell
uponl iny knees, and spread out my bauds unto the Lord my God."
When the disciples of Tyre. with their wives and cbildren,
followed Paul ont of the city to the pl 'ace where lie'was Vo emibark
on ship-board, the historian says, Ilwe kneeled down on the sbore
and prayed." This posture in prayer is also sanctioned by our
Saviour's example. lu Getbsenuàne,-when eitreme mental angus


