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ESSAY V.-METH-ODISM THE PIONEER 0F CIVIL AND
RELIGIQUS LIBERTY IN UPPER CANADA; COMMENCE-
MENT OF THE CLERGY RESERVES CONTROVERSY.

IF Metbodism, was the first miuistry of religious inbtraction and
spiritual freedoma to the first Canadian settiers; if, under its
rainistrations, men were freed from the slaveryv of vice in every
form, aild, made virtuous, moral, religious citizens-were turned
from darkness unto light, and made partakers of the glorious
liberty of the sous of God; so also was Methodism. the precursor,
the pioneer, the first and most effective prom.'oter of civil and
religious liberty for the entire country. The early Methodist
pî'eachers did not inteifere with politics; I cari find no0 instance
of it in the whole of tlheir history; but they taught doctrines
which ]ay at the foundation of a counti:y's freedom, and without
Which no COUntry bas ever been free. They preached the Gospel

of Christ in its plarity, fulness, and power; and a late writer bus
Wel observed, le Christ's Gospel did not promise Ëo]itical freedoin,
yet it gave it : more surely than conqueror, reformer, patriot, that
Gospel il bring about true liberty at last. .This, not by theories,
nor by schemes of constitutions, but by the revelations of truth.'.
(F. W. Robertson.)

There is a fourfold truth which lies at the foundation of
ail other truths of the Bible, and which, involves the llrst
elements of civil freedom.

First, God is a Spirit, the Creator and IPreserver of all man-
kind; and the counterpart of that truth, each human being is the
child of God by creation. et Thre ricir and tire poor meet together;
the Lord is the Maker of them. ail." le We are also Ris offspring."
"God, that made the world, and ail things therein, seeing that He

ie Lord of heaven and earth, dwelleth not i temples mnade with
band, .. and bath made of one biood ail nations of men, for to dwel
on ail the face of the earth."' In thre sunlight of these inspired
words (words not found iu thre philosophy or any writings of the


