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BOOK NOTICES.,'-

The Book-Lover. A Guide Io the
Best..Reading. By JAMES BALD-
wiN, Phi.D. Pp. 201. Chicago:
jansen McClurg,& Co. Toronto:
William Briggs.

Dr. Baldwin's compreihensive
studies evinced: in his volume on
£c.English Literaturé an' Literary
Cfiticisrn," are a guarantet of his
qualifications for the difficultand deli-
cate task undertaken in this book.
It is Dlot nerely a catalogue- of good
books. It is a series cf admirable
essays 'on the choire of books; the
sort of books tp avoid and the
best way tostudy even the best
books; t'ie value and use of .ibraLries;
books for ýcholars ; books for young
folk; bintb i'or the formation of
libraries; courses ot reading.in bis-
tory, science, philosophy, religion,
politics, and the practical study of
Eriglish literature. Parents. and
yôung people.will find.these sugges-
tions of the greatest value in select-

ing fromf the bewilderinàg resources
ot literature- the )x>pks that will best
repay ;study.. Itispainful to see the
_Way. ini whîch thousands waste, an-d
worse than waste thei 'r time. over
boq4ý which are useless or positively
perniciouE, to the- neglect -of the
pricelesstreasureswi.thin their reach.
1It rerninds one o f the Ilmuck-rake »
in Pilgrims, Pr àgress, groping in the
dirt while an, angel holds above bis
headý pw crown of life.

Even many of our best furnished
houses, where everything speaks of
wealth and luxury, are often most
meagrely spipplied with the best of
all firnshing-7ýgood books;. and.our
Sundgy-ýschool- and village libraries,
wvhich mould the-taste and chai-acter
of so many yeung people,. are often
burdened with the veriest tr ash-
weak,wishy-washy,ski.m-mnilk stories,
of which one rmight read a thousand
without being one whit the better.
Vet purch aserswill-spurn the advice
of IlWinnowed Lists " and wrise

suggestions in order to gratify the
appetite of young readers for the ex-
citi ng story-books 'on whfich, it de-
ligîts to feed.

One of the finest features of this
dainty volume is its copious cita-
tions from thé best authôr 'n the
subjects di scussed. To theprelude
on the pr4ise ,f books might. le
added the follc-wing tribute by Lord
Bacon which the present irriter
endeavours to translate into-a sonnet:-

IlIf the invention of the ship was
thought so noble, which, carrieth
riches' and comtntdities fromn place tô
place, aind cons tocîateth the aô%t remote
régions ini the pa.rticipation of their
fruits, how maucli more are letters to be
magnified, which, as ships, pass.
through vast seas of time, and make
ages so, distant participaté in. the
wisdomn, illumination, and inventions,
theoneof theother. »-Bco,-Intau-
ratio. Scientiarun.

As richly-freighted ships sail o'er the
seas,

Bearing the products of remotest
lands,

And link by strongest ties inost
distant àtranda,

'In spite of stormy waves and bluster-
ing breeze ;

So sail wise books across the deepa of
Timi

Freigzhtedl with precious pearis. of
hurnan thought-.Z.

Sucli pricelesa treasure riches
n Leyer bought,-

The garnered wealth of ancient -lore
sublime.

Mauy, alas, -have sunk beneath the.
deep,

Dark waters of oblivion; -but some
Their treasurea on'tho Present's strand

do. heap .
Aecss the boisterous centuries.

they corne
Uponý the sireil end dash of troubled.

ages,
And bless the world with wisdom from

their pages.


