204 THE ONITIARIO TEACHZEK.

Men ?”  Are our teachers, ladies and gen-
tlemen, generally of this kind? And, if
not, ought they to be so? To the first I
answer, No ! T'o the second I answer, Yes.
Men do not, as a ruie,lil e to have the truth
spolren concerning themselves, women still
less 80; in fact, we all have our sins and
cherish our little failings. We are willing
enough indeed, to confess in a general way
that we have faults as others have, but be-
yond that we care not to go; we would
rather not descend to particulars. Human
nature is frail and erring, but it is also self-
deceiving, it commits an evil deed and sins
again by drawing a curtair over it to hide
it from the eyes of men. But may not one
of ourselves enter into judgment with us and
open up unto us our failings. He may but
even he must do it tenderly. If he will
apply the knife, he must handle it cautious-
ly.  If he will administer reproof h2 must
Just sweeten the bitter draught by accep-
table words. No argument is required ‘to
prove the great importance of the profes-
sion of teacbing to the highest interests of
the community;and of the high moral stand-
ing which it occupies—the most useful man
being in the long run the greatest man. Of
allmen then, the successful teacher is a
great man. Sull he is but man. He has
faihngs, peculiarities and deficiencies as
oghgr men, and like the rest of his race he
dislikes to have his faults told to him.
There are some, indeed, who hold that this
1s the weakest point of the teacher's charac-
ter. By such men,a schoolmaster has been
looked upon as a little embodinient of self-
sufficiency. “ There struts a perfect man,”
we can hear them say in bitter mockery.
There may in certain cases be truth in the
assertion that teachers are sell important.
Accustomed to rule and bear no rival near
their threne. and finding none cqual wirong

tering of Latin and Greek. These are of great
importance, indispensable as a foundation,
but further than that they do not go. He
only can lay claim to that title who has
acquired a considerabhy extensive know-
le_ge of the literature of his country past
and present. Neither will the mere fact
that he has read a certain number of books
give him the right to a niche, however
humble, in the great temple of letiters. He
cannot be said to know a country who has
merely passed over its surface led by the
swift impulse of almighty steam,but he who
has threaded its intricacies, studied its fea-

tures, examined its prominent beauties— .

and retains a lively intelligent remembrance
of its points of interest. In like manner he
ic the truly literary man who has not only
rexd extensively but who has in some
degr=~ mace himsclf master of what he has
read, who has learned to decide upon the
genius and merits of different anthors and
to appreciate what is best in each. In
short it is not dallying with the muses tlat
will make a mar literary. Wo must have
reaped a harvest, rich,gelden and abundant.
The text must have been ref.ned, the intel-
lect strengthened, the judgment sharpened,
The rude block of nature must have been
polished by contazt with minds of a higher
order and must have beco.ae more graceful
by that contact than it could have been
without it. Let it not be said that we set
up too high a standard. We donot expect
or wish to see teachers become walking
encyclopedias.  We ask no more than what
is within the reach of almost every teacher.
So after all we look to the tendency more
than to the amount of progress,to the direc-
tion of the teat more than to the attainment
made in that direction. The print may be
scanty, Lat if it Le of the right kingd, we
would accept it as sufficient to establish
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