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union of the two Grand Lodges in 1813,
and once in eacli year for rnany years they
were rehearsed in a lodge ini London as a
inatter of curiosity. A\fter the union of
the two Grand Lodges, a new system. was
devised by the Rev. Dr. Hemming, who
was delegated by the Grand Lodge for
this purpose, and these are said to be the
lectures in use at the present time,
though they may have undergone changes.

Amnerica received a great deal of its
work through Thomas Smith Webb, whco
visitea England and received the work
froni Preston, hence the phrase, the
"Webb-Preston woik or lectures."
Jeremy L. Cross was a pupil of Webb,
and his lectures were considered the
standard for inany years, and in Connecti-
cut at one time were the recognized forai,
lie beinz Grand Lecturer foi: two years.
Thelse scraps of information are gathered
from reliable sources, and prove that the
work and lectures of to-day are the resuit
of many years' experience and study ;
and any Nason who believes they have
been handed down in ail their ancient
purity from the days of King Solomon to,
ths3 present, simply displays a vast amount
of ignorance. It is folly, therefore, to
lay s0 mucli stress upon the foras, at the
sanie tume ignoring the underlying senti-
nient.-Bro. J0 3 . K. W7îeeler, of Connecti-
cit..

ONE BLACK BALL.

We do flot deny the right of a Grand
Lodgie to inake such alterations in the old
regulations as it may deem advisable,
provided they do not attack a Landmark.
WVe are aware how difficult, it is to, define
ail the Landmarks of Masonry, yet we
greatly inclined to, think that the provis-.
ion which gives to, one black bail the
power to excinde should be esteerned as
such. Article VI, of the old regulations,
requu'eB unanimity for election, and is
exceedizîgly sensitive upon the subject.
For it goes on to say :-«4 Nor is this in-
herent privilege subject to, a dispensation;
because the members of a lodge are the
best judges of it ; and because if a tur-
bulent inember should be imposed on
thera it might spoil their harmony, or
hinder the freedoni of their communica-
tion, or even break and disperse the lodge,
which ought to, be avoided by all true and
faithful brethren." lis not this the mak-
ing of an "«innovation ini the body of
Masonry"' by this Grand Lodge ? There
are not wantinr 'writers of great ability

and standing in the Masonic world who
do c]ass this requirement of unanimity in
the ballot as a Landinark. Witness,
Mackay, Lc>ckwood, McCorkle, and per-
haps others. We fear this is a very bad
move. Then, after election, what be-
cornes of an objector, or ivill it be noces-
sary for t-wo to object to receive atten-
tion? This is the worst cheapening of
Masonry of which we have ever yet
heard. -Bro. P. J. >i.llaits, of àlabaimu.

THE WORRING TOOLS.

BY TIIE LATE P. G. 31., BPO. ROB. MORRIS.

Let us be true-eaeh wvorking Tool-i
The Mlaster places in our care

Iinparts a stern but wvholesome rule
To aIl who wvork and journey here;

The Architeet divine has used
The Plumh, the Level and the Square.

Let us bo -%ise; the Level see 1
Row certain is the doona 6f mnan!

So humble should, Freemasons be,
'Who work within this narrow span;

No room for pride and vanity-
Let wvisdom mbl out every plan.

Lot us ho just; behold the square!1
lIts pattern deviates no part

Froni that whieh, in the Mastor's care,
Tries aIl the angles of the heart.

0 sarred implement divine-
Blest emblem of Masonie Art.

Let us bo true ; the unerring plumb,
D3ropped froni tha unseen Mfaster's hand,

Ricli frauglit wit'. tmuthfulness bas corne
To bid us rightly walk and stand;

That the All-seeing- Bye of God
May bless us from the heavenly land,

Dear frioend, whose generous hicart I know,
Whoso virtues shine so far abroad-

Long may you linger here belowv,
To share what friondship niay afford!

Long nlay the Lovel, Plumib and Square
Spoak forth through you the works of God.

The following reference to, the Romnan
Bagle, 18 from. an anc-ent Bible encycbo-
poedia :-"1 Xenophon and other ancient
historians inforni us that the Golden
Bagle with extended wings was the ensigu
of the Persian monarche long before it
was adopted by the lýornans, and it 18
very probable that the Fersians borrowed
the syxnbol froni -the ancient Assyrians,
in whose banners it waved tiil imperial
Babylon bowed lier head to, the yoke of
Cyrus.'-


