
THE CANADA SCHOOL JOURNAL. 151

perhaps the toacher, by unJdue indulgence and stimulation, is
strengthieiing what ho should weakon, and weakening what lhe
should strengthon. In things mechanical, wo are satisfied to got a
motor of any kindi, provided it bu poworful enough, inexpensive,
and easy of application; but man being rational, and an end in
iîmsolf, quite other nîecessities arise. In tiiis lumait meelianisi

thero is a spirit within the wheels, and all executive ability that
miltates agaist spiritual perfection is worso than lost. However
uheli wo may covet schiolarship, we have always to reinqmber

thtt thero is sonething beyond, and to strivo so to inake the
scholair as not to uninake the man.

Motives, therefore, i education must bc ranked as lower or
higler. Among the lowor motives may be reckoned the rod,-the
desiro to win prizes, modals, bursaries or scholarships, and the
feeling of emulation, whether in its spontaneous form, or as stimu-.
lated and forced by class lists and marks of approval. Among the
higher wll stand the love of kuowledge, self-reispect, tliougbts of
ideal perfection, the souse of duty, and a generous scori ofidleness
and of all superficial, imporfect work.

As to the rod, it lias always played a more or less usefuil part in
the training of boys. Now and thon a teacher or parent bas had
such a genius for government as to be able to do without it, but
the cases are rare, and even thon it is valtiablo as a power in re-
servo. As a good horse goos all the botter for a whip in the car-
riage, so in a schoolroon it is well to have a rod in the back-
ground. To supersede it, however, by higher influences should be
the teach .r's ideal, toward which let iim travel as fast as lie can.
The rod may be called the fourth R, and liko the other famous
threo is only preliminary te something beyond.

Tho teacher should, I think, act in the same spirit in relatton te
other secondary motives. Competitive examinations, prizes, class
lists and similar honors are perhaps usefuîl incentives, within cer-
tain limits, but thoy are certainly net incentives of a very high
order, and may easily bo pressed to the detriment of nobler pria-
ciples. l earlier years the more ianly sentiments may need te
b supplemented by sucli auxiliaries, but it is nover well te lay the
chief stress on the lower part of our nature, not even in boyhood,
much less during a university career. Competitive oxaminations,
with the accompanymig rewards and honors,are mcli rehed on ni
our day, especially in England and Canada, and thero is reason to
fear that we are getting rather beyond the wise and bealthy use of
such stimulants. This bas been called 4 the ageof examinations,"
and the Germans sueur at us, saying that it is as if we stood crying
te all the world, " Come, come, and bu examined." Examinations
of some sort are, I supposa, indispensable, but they are by no
means an infallible test of excellence, and whon mado net merely
the condition te further progress, but the road te all honors a i
emoluments, they may easily 1ead te serious disadvantages. A:
examinations are,according te Huxley, himself a voteran examiner,
a kind of "necessary evil," and it is woll te keop the evil at its
minimum. The greater stress we put upon a test of this kind, the
more unerring the test should be, and in this " age of examina-
tiens " it is rather staggering to get the above confession from a
man like Huxley. Todhunter, another high authority, also spcaks
as follows : " I have had much to do with examinations, princi-
pally, but net exclusivel-. in pure and mixed mathematics ; and
my experience is that nothing is se hopelessly worthless, as the,
products of examination in experimental science. Often after en-
countering a mass of confusion and error the disheartening convie-
tien has been forced on the examiner that the candidates musthave
derived positive harm from their attempts. In chemistry espe.
cially,it.seems te me that more paper examination,which is aIl that
can, under the circumstances, be effected, is a most inadoquate
reprosentation of the best parts of the subject."

But even if compotitive oxaminations wore a botter test than
they are, there is still the question how far and in what way .it is
wise te use thum in the work of education. Wo are always in
danger of forgotting that a part, perhaps wo should say tio most
imîîprtant part, of elucation is the formation of charactor. Now,
ciîaracter is formed by the motivos undler which we are accustomed
to act in our earlior years. There is something noblor aven than
knowledge, and that is the spirit in whicli a man pursus it and
employs it. As the best teacher of boys aims at getting boyond
the rod, se the higler educator will endeavor to bring young
men as soon and as much as possible under the influence of nobler
cousiderations than clas, competitions, or tle prizes and pecuniary
advantages which follow. It may b urgod that the desire of win-
ning such ordinary distinctions will net of necessity stand in the
way of higher objects. Thoro is indeed a wonderful coL :lexity
and co-operative power in human motives, and it is perhaps im-
pnpsible to keep the mind always iniependIent of inferior attrao-
tien-, but, althouîgh higher and lowor motives may somotimes co-
exist or operate in rapiù alternation, it still romains true, that the
ascendancy of passion is net tle ascondancy of principle, nor the
sway of a sordid affection but the sway of a noble one. Asin matter
t o bodies do net occupy the same space, se in mind there is a
certain persistence and displacement of motives by which charadter
is determined. The more of the lowor the less of the higher, and
conversely. W ton the Great Teacher tells us that wo cannot serve
God and Mam ion, he points very emphatically to the exclusive
forco of a dom, ant principle, or as Chahr rs lis expressed it, "the
expulsivo power of a strong affection." If secondary or sordid
motives are to bu sometimes toIerP.ed, it des net follow that they
are to bo fostered and made all-provailing. Milton represents
Mammon, " the lact irected spirit that fell," as losing " the vision
beatifie " by walking in licaven with " his looks and thoughts
always downward bent," admiring "the riches of heaven's pave-
ment." This may furnish a salutary hint te all those who would
climb the hill of science. There is a marvellous enlargement and
inspiration of seul in the upward gaze. Thore is, says Bacon, " no
alliance se close as that between truth and goodness." And,
althoughi genius of a high order is sometimes combined with
meanness of soul, sooner or later the better powers of the intellect
must suffer from the ill-omened wedlock. If, as Burke says, "I the
passions instruct our roason," it must b the nobler passions that
do se ; the baser propensities tend rather te becloud and disorder
the mind. And among the purer and botter principles of action
on which the teacher may, and should, lay great stress and assidu-
ously cultivate, is the love of knowledge for its own salie, together
vith a desire te do thorough and honest scholarly work, a sort of

intellectual conscientiousness, which with somo students easily be-
comes a passion and a power. Nuxt te the sonse of duty, te which
it is closely allied, this love of knowledge and mental excellence
would appear te bu the proper and distinctive motive of the scholar
and man of science. It has been very marked in the lives of many
eminent men, among them that of the great and good Faraday,
who was se fearful of being touched by any sordid considerations
that he gave, on one occasion, as a reason for declining au office of
high honor, that he feared it wouid "corrupt the simplicity of his
intellect." The notion with some educators would seem te be that
a young man is te be drawn or pushed forward by all concoivable
inducements te socure academie honors and admission te a lucra-
tive profession, and that thon there will enter, in some mysterious
way, a now and botter order of things. Tho old habits of thinking
and feeling are suddenly te drop away, with the outworn academic
gown, and new ir. pirations and tendencies are spontaneously te
take thoir place. Perhaps it may sometimes turn out se, but the
probabilities are against it, and when the transformation does hap.


