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THE GERIAN LANGUAGE.

Gernany is that tract of countiy in Europe
bouinded oun the nciorth l he lialtic Sea; on ite
vest by ilolland, Belainm, and France ; on the

south by Switzerlaind an-d tle Austrian teritones
in italy ; on the eat by i iîîngary, Gallieia, Pc-
land, and Prussia. I compries tlhirly-five >tat-s
and four fre itios. TIese cities and .states
compose what is called the Herma nie Con federa-
lion. FranIfrt-on-the-M1ain is the central point
of this confederaiin. The kindmon formini

itislenge arc inîdependent vereiîat, but

are joined togciter for protection agaiist a com-
mon enemy, and for otier prpoes.

Germany, as known tu the Rnans, was of
nch greater extent than the cointry wih we
now desinate by that nm. It extendetd flu
the Danube on the south to the Gernu Ocean
anti ie Baltic on te norti. hiing D enmark
and tle adjacent ilands; and froin the Rhine on
the ead tu tthe coninres of the Rtss.ianti empire on
the west. This country wsas inhaltded by nu-
mnerous tribes, tunder different naies, but alike
in their appearance aid habits, and 2-peakingi the
saine language.

'lie eariy iislory of the Gierians ie enveloped

in obscunty. Fron the aflinity cf their language
to the Sanscrit and Zend, lhey are supposed lo
have originally been aie of the tribes rhich
cmigrated from Central Asia. and overran Europe;
but unîder what IanIe. or at what period is un-i
known. 'lie era fron whiich wve date our
positive knowledue of them is i13 B.C. A tis I
time a vild and unknowrn horde of barbarians
appeared on the Alps aid attacked the Roran
arny, which was siationced tiiere tu guîard lite
entrance Io lthe empire. They called tein-
selves Cimobri aid Teuloni; aid il is by tIhese
names tat they are spokîen of by the Ron t
historians of that period. The ian Gtermani
was gîiven to thiemi by Cmvsar. It is derived from
two Gothie words, signifying Lords of the spear.
At a later perod, they vere called Goths, but
this nane was appilied generally Io ail the
northern tribus which assisted in lte overthrow of
lte Romtait empire.

The German language, called aIso lie Teutîonie
has tirce great divisns ; thee again are sub-
divided inéo dlitaia. The three divisions are
the i\iæso-Gothie, the language of tie conquerors
of' Rome, antd tit lanuae iii vii ici are pre-
servedi the oldest specineis of any Gothie dialect ;
the lieh Geriantie, the lanuuane of Soutleri
Germany; and the Low Gerianie, the language
of the northerni pat of tliat country. The Lo~v
Germianie is mueitlie saine witi the AnltIo-Saxotn

and lte inoder Eigish. The iliigh Gernanic
is lie language froin iviich is derived tlie modern
Germttant.

'he translatioi of the Bible by Luther in the
early part ci the sixicenth eentiry ito tiis
dialect, gave il the preenineîce over the otier
<malects of Gernany . and fron tait time il bc-
cam Ithe lanîaae cf the edîeated.

As Gennaiy'is ditiled tio niaiiy separae
kingdomlis, so the spokei latenage has nimerois
diaects. 'The prinicipal of ilhese are the Swiss,
lthe Rhteiiishi, aid the Daniubiat ; these, however
aie itucht alike, aid lte wlitten il aue is
understud thrughut lte d o tmiry. This is te

a~uue u bici we stîil stutdy.
A tthough lthe Gernais were ait aiient pep'e,

yet thi heratue is comiparatively miodeini. TIns
is owing to two facis. They iad tno wîitten
lanWuae for a lig time, aid they were devotei
enitirely to warlike putrsuits.

Prior lo the eighith century, lere are but few
mumititents cf Grîermani i liteiature ; aid froin Ite
accession of Citreimagne t the c ose of lita
cntiry, the literattre f GermaIny ay be said
to da:e. The avakenîing of a literary spirit

aniong the Germats ai tat tieIC, is due to Char-
leMagne iimself. lie introducei the Gemni
intes of lie montlis, ordemd tnisltio:s of manyv

Latin works lo bc mnade into German, aid Id
everyiiling iii his power for hlie iiproverent of
lis tate hugnae.

The " Lny cf iildetrand and ladiubrand,"
tud thlie « Prayer ot Weizenbrun," belontg Io his
century, ant me the nios ancien Gennan Poens.

Ili lie niiith cenitury, lte separalion of te
Germatie empire fioiI the French, to which il
iatd long been iîtiîed, by establi-hing an ile-
ietdency of laua:tgit:te, promttcted the litertitre o
Germany. A imetricaIl paraphrase of tlie Gospels

by Gtîfried, a Imonki, was tle niost celebraed
protiicton oftt period.

Frome the ninthlî to the sixtectli cenu ry, the
literature of Gennany was chiefly poety. That
was the age of the Minnesingers, the Troiba-
tdors of Gernaiy, the golden ige of Getînan
chivairous poetry.

le Reforînmain of Lutier, in the irst quate:
of lite sixiccnth cettury, gave an impulse lo le
Germtan literature vhich vas never lost; an
fromn that lime to the present, GeiinaIy has been
renowned fIr illusirious namnes. In poetry We
have Brinkman, Schiller, and Goethe; amon
philosophers, Leibntitz aud Kepler; and in te
deparutent of crititisi, especially upon lit
classies, no people have sturpassed the Gerinans

P.%t'rn.-Aboutl 1822 an ingetiotis Eiglishi man-
farturer of this material, in expeirimentin for ii
pnrpose of produciing a siiperi'r batik-bill part
evetuilly sueceed'u foinrming fromî the sMikse
th newle a paper fib le n'arly as touih as pari
tuent and dlifliciîtt to tare. Tlhe piece sliownî to I

w' ter of this, though too thick for ankinti e plipos
evi-lently proved that a valiable paier iiglit
produrui fron ilis abundant source; and suc. C5i
ope:ations wiould tdoubtless eventuate in al-ior-litS'
tlie maantifcturer almost any diegree oi fitenes
might require. This hint iay be of service ho t
manufacurers, aud is, at least, worth a trial.-- 7Tik


