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THE GERMAN LANGUAGE.

Germany is that wract of countty in Lurope
bounded on the north: by the Baltie Sea ; on the
west by Holland, Belginm, and France;on the
south by Switzerland aud the Austiian erritones
in laly ; on the east by Hungary, Gallicia, Po-
lard, and Prussia. Tt comprises thirty-five stat-s
and four free cities.  These eities and states
compose what is called the Germanic Confedera-
tion. Yrankfort-on-the-Main is the central point
of this counfederation.  The kinzdoms forming
this learme arc independent sovereienties, but
are joined together for proteetion against a cowr-
mon encmy, aud for other prrposes,

Germany, as known to the Romans, was of
much greater extent than the ceuntry which we
now designate by that name. It extended fiom
the Danube on the sowth to the German Ocean
and the Baitic on the north. inclndine Denmark
and the adjacent islandss awd from the Rhine o
the east to the confines of the Russian empire on
the west.  This country was inhabited by nu-
merous tribes, under different names, but alike
in their appearance aixd habits, and ~peaking the
same language.

The early Instory of the Germans s enveloped
in obscunty, From the affinity of their language
to the Nanscrit and Zend, they are supposed to
have orizinally been one of the tribes which
emigrated from Ceatral Asia.and overran Europe ;
but under what name, or at what period is un-
known. The era from which we date our
positive knowledze of them is 113 B.C. Atithis
time a will and unknown horde of barbarians
appearcd on the Alps and attacked the Roman
army, which was stationed there to gnard the
entrance o the empire.  They called them-
selves Cimbri and Teatoni; and it is by these
names that they are spoken of by the Roman
historians of that period.  The name Germani
was given to them by Csar. It is derived from
two Gothic words, sisnifying Lords of the spear.
Ata later penod, they were called Goths, but
this nante was applied geaerally 1o all the
northern tubes which assisted in the overthrow of
the Roman empire.

The German language, called also the Teutonic
has three great divisions § these again are sub-
divided in‘o dintects.  The three divisions are
the Maeso-Gothic, the language of the conquerors
of Rome, and the language in which are pre-
served the oldest specimens of any Gothice dialeet
the High Germanic, the lanenage of Southern
Germany ; and the Low Genmanie, the Jangnage
of the northern pat of that conutry.  The Low
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Germanicis much the same with the Anglo-Saxon

and the modern English,  The Iligh Germanic
is the tanguage from which is derived the modern
German. ’

The translation of the Bible by Luther in the
early part ol the sixteenth century into this
dialect, gave it the preeminence over the other
drtteets of Germany; and from that time it be-
came the language of the educated.

As Gennuoy s divided mto many separale
kinzdoms, =0 the spoken language has numerons
dialeets.  The principal of these are the Swiss,
the Rienish, aud the Danubian 5 these, however
are wmuch alike, and the wiitten Janguage is
understood thivonghout the comtry.  This isthe
lauguage which we still study.

Atthough the Germans were an aneient peop'e,
yel theh inerature is comparatively modem. Thes
ts owing to two facts.  They had po wiitten
language for along time, aud they were devoted
entirely to warlike pursuits.

Prior to the cighth century, there are but few
monuments of German liteiature 5 and from the
accession of Chariemagne at the ¢ ose of that
sentary, the literature of Germany may be said
to dwe.  The awakening of a literary spint
among the Germaus at that time, is due to Char-
lemagne himself.  He introduced the Geiman
nawes of the months, ordered transkadions o wany
Latin works to be made into Genman, and did
everything in his power for the improvement of
his rative language.

The ¢ Lay of Hildebrand aud Iaduebrand,”
and the « Prayer ol Weizenbrun,”? belong to this
century, and are the most ancient Gennan Poems.

In the ninth century, the separation of the
Germanic empire from the Freneh, to which it
had long been united, by establishing an inde-
pendency of language, promoted the literature of
Germauy. A metrical paraphrase of the Gospels
by Otnfried, a wmonk, was the most celebrated
production of that period.

From the niuth to the sixteenth century, the
literature of Germany was chiefly poetry.  That
was the age of the Minnesingers, the Trouba-
dors of Gernnany, the golden age of German
chivalrous poetry.

The Reformaion of Luther, in the first quane:
of the sixteenth century, gave an impulse fo the
German literatwre which was never lost 5 and
from that time to the present, Genmany has beed
renowned for illustrious names.  In poetry W
have Brinkman, Schiller, and Gocthe; among
philosophers, Leibnitz and  Kepler; and in i
department of eriticism, especially upon the
classics, no people have surpassed the Germans

.

Paver.—About 1822 an ingenious English many
facturer of this material, in experimeuting for &
purpese of producing . superinr bank-bill pape:
eventually succeeded in forming from the stalkse
the netle 2 paper fabiic nearly as touzlt as pare
ment and difficalt to tare.  The piece shown to 1
wuiter of this, though too thick fur bankaate pwpoity
evidently proved that a valuable paper might!
produced from this abundant source; and suc ¢l
wpeiations wonld doubtless eventuate in affording!
the manufacturer almost any degree of fineness?
mizht require.  This kint may be of service to ¢
wanufaclurers, and is, at least, worth a trial—-Z7is




