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should bave penetrated so far into the
workmanship of Nawre; or that, re-
stricted though he be 10 a spot of
eaith, he should nevertheless tell of
the suns and the systems that be afar
-—u~ if he had trrvelled with the line
and plummit in his hand to the out-
skirts ~f ereatian, or earried the torch
of discovery round the uuiver-e.”

Amens the writers of the 1T:h
century, whose works were more
casily comprehended by the body of
the peojle,— were these of ISacon and
Loch—tnese men, to use stroug lun-
guage, rem “the veil of awful ob-
scurity which then eovered 'he face
of uature,” and unfolded to man his
complrte natnre, and the duties he
owed co his Creator. ’

Bicon’s ethical work., though less
celebrated than his treatise on logic
and metaphysics, is characterized by
profiund thought, inventive gepjus,
brilliant fancy, and eorrect reasoning.
His work, “The Georgies of the
Mind,” in wnich he proves the im-
portance of esucation, and the devel-
opment of the intelleciual character,
is well worthy a perusal, even at this
dis'ant day.

And Louch’s celebrated ¢ Escay,” is
still con-idered a work of great im-
portance, ~embracing within itsrange
almost every topic that comes within
the sphere of moeral and wmtellectual
science,

Such warks as these, with others
of ssmilarimp.ort, were well calenlated
io Jend the public mind into o right
frame of 1 quiry, and sdvance the Jit-
erature of tuuse tines.

Frcm a work new before us, by the
Messrs. Crambers of Edinburgh,—
1846, we find the state of educzation
in s vera! of the different countries
of tt e worid, as f Howa :

In England the proportion of
school-going puptls is as 1 to 314 of
the popalaion: Sealand 1 10 95
el no 1 175 Prussin 1 1o 63
Fra e 1to 12: Spoaie ond Portugal,
I o )sdnivaleed 16005 Tty —
Pop 1 Srans | LU Tuce Ve 55
Tusciny 1o G035 Neopobit n ter-
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tory, 1 to 70; Lombardv 1 0 13;
fomales ate not educat:d, and * there
are thousimls 1n every provinee who
never saw the forme of o letter
Greece 1 to 8; In Austiia every child
from 5 to 13 yesas of age, 18 com-
petled to attend sehool, and these re-
ceive peneral instiuetion; in Ger-
wany 1 t» 8 of the populatinn attend
school ; in Holland education is very
general; Belgiom 1 to 11; Denmark
110 7; Swedenl to1000; Norway
1to 7; Russia 1 to 360. 7The s'ate
of Asia, with reference to educarion,
is very low, —tew &ble to read ;5 the
civibzation «f Africa is livtle anove
8 ‘mi-harbarism ; United States 1 to
9 of the entire ) pulaion; and in
Fouth America the seale of education
15 exeeedingly low,—few being able
to read.

Such, was the state of education, 1n
the principal conmnies of the world,
frurteen years ago  Lusome of these
countries great charges bave since
taken place, both as to the quality
and the quantity of edueaiivn -
parted.

The proportion of children, sayst
work publi:hed in France in 1856, to
the entire population is,—Children
between five and 1en years of age are
in Ireland 1in 7.35 of the habitants;
Engiand 7.62: Scotland 7.90; Swe—
den 10.16 5 France 10.23. Children
between ten and fifieen y.ars age. In
Ireland 110 8.20 ; England and Scot-
land 1 in 8.70; Sweden, in 10,17;
France 1 in 10.67.

M. Hodgins 10 the American Jour-
nal of Edueation, on this subject,
says :—The namber of persons tv one
puptl, witheut distinguishing the age
of pupiis 3 Maine, 35 Upp-r Carada,
445 Depmark, 4.6; U.ited States;
5 63 Sweden, 5.6; Saxony, G; Prus-
ria, 6.2; Lower Canada, 6.7; Nor-
vay, 7: Great Britan, 75 ; Belgrium,
83; YFinnce, 1055 Auatra, 13.7;
thodaud, j4.83; Trelvnd, 14 5, Greoce,
185 Rnsaaa, 505 Spas, G35 Patu-
pal 31.7.

e per centege of cuddren be-
tween siven and fotrtesn y.oa.s of



