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reafon of which is clear:  they make
them with fo ill a grace, and generally
time their prefents fo unjudicioufly, as
fcarce ever to diftribute them, -but “juft
when they want to carry fome temporary

point with the favages, fuch, efpecially, -

as the taking up the hatchet againft the

French. This does not efcape the natu-
sal fagacity of the favages, who are fen-

fible of the defign lurkmg at bottom of

this liberality, and give them the lefs
thanks for it. They do not eafily forget
the length of time they had been neg-
lected, flighted, or unapplied to, unlefs by
their itinerant traders, who cheat them in
their dealings, er poifon them with exe-

«crablé {pirits, under the names of Brandy
.and rum. Whereas, on the contrary, the

French are afliduoufly carefling and court-
ing them. Their miﬁionaries are dif-
perfed up and down their feveral canton-
ments, where they exercife every talent of
infinuation, ftudy their manners, nature,
and weaknefles, to which they flexibly ac-

commodagie themiclves, and carry their

points



