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“T was walking in front of a lighted Cafe, and I felt so sick and
wmiserable that I stopped for a pick-me-up. Then I considered that if
I took one drink I would probably, in my present state of mind, not
want to stop under twenty, and I decided I had better leave it alone.
But my nerves were jumping, like a frightened rabbit, and I felt I
must have something to quiet them, or I would go crazy. I reached
for my cigarette-case, but a cigarette seemed hardly adequate, so I put

I THREW EVERYTHING IN THE DRESSING CASE OUT ON Ti
FLOOR.”

it back again and took out this cigar-case, in which I keep only the
strongest and blackest cigars. I opened it and stuck in my fingers,
but instead of a cigar they touched on a thin leather envelope. Ay
heart stood perfectly still: I did not dare to look, but I dug
nails into the leather and I felt layers of thi at, t
cotton, and then they Ecratched on the. facets of the Czarina’s
monds!

“I stumbled as though I had been hit in the face
into one ‘of the chairs on the sidewalk. I tare off the v
spread out ‘he diamonds on c
were real. I twisted the necklace bet
between my palms and tossed it up in the
it. The women in the cafe stood up on
laughed and wrpanred, and the people cr
tuﬂlt(’l‘a bad to" form a bodyguard. The pro
«8s a fight, and call d f..y’"rb }hw" I.\‘. a
e

Jauv‘leu,% aﬁ"’ ave the *n'uprletm .

to J_s_tgnd evary one a drink. Then I tumi

off to my, friend the Chief of Police. I felt very
Afiad ,been so happy at the chance I gave him

appointed when he learned I had sent him off on a fals

» “But now that I had found the necklace, T did not want him to find ¢
the woman. Indeed, I was most anxious that she should get clear
away, for'if she were caught the truth would come out, and I was likely
to get a sharp reprimand, and sure to be laughed at. ; {
! “T could see now how it had happened. In my haste to hide the
‘diamonds when the woman was hustled into the carriage, I had shoved

of it is,” he s ddod “that the story must have got |

iile the Princess obtained nothing from me but a cigar-

a few weeks after the coronation the

t me ¢ vith hisimonogram in diamonds. And

I don’t know yet whether that was a coincidence, or whether th&Czar
to know that he knew that I had been carrying the

s diamonds in my pigskin cigar-case. What do you fellows

CHAPTER III. »
lh ANDREW rose with disapproval written in every
lineament.
“I thought your .story would bear upon the
murder,” he s2id. “Had I imagined it would have
nothing whatsoever to do with it I would not have

stiffly. “I wish you good night,” he said.

There was a chorus of remonstrance, and under cover of this and
the Baronet’s answering protests a servant for the second time slipped
a piece of paper into the hand of the gentleman with the pear] stud.
He read the lines written upon it and tore it into tiny fragments.

The youngest member, who had remained an interested but ﬂler\t
listener to the tale of lll(_, Queen’s Mesdsenger, raised his hand com®

{ mandingly.

“Sir Andrew, he cried, “in justir‘o tn Lord Arthur Chetney I must
ask you to-be seated. Ie has bee S
serious crime, and I insist that you remain until you have heard me

used in out hearing of a m

clear his char: .
“You!” eried the Baronet.
“Yes,”. answered -the young m:
med,
ird the Queen’s ]
h' I was iznor
1 so I will take up the.tale at
1 it down and give you those details of wh

1t seems strange to yqu t I should

junior member of the law firm of Cht _

been solicitors for the Chetneys for the last two hundrc

ing, no matter how unimportant, which concerns Lord Edam and his
two sons is unknown to ns, and naturally we are fequ »d with cvery
detail of the terrible catastrophe of last night.”

The Baronet, bewildered but eager, sank back into his chair.

“Will you be long, sir#’ he demanded.

“MI shall endeavor to be brief,” said the young solicitor; “and,” he
added, in a tone which gave his words almost the weight of a threat, “I
promise to be interesting.’

There is no need to promise that,” said Sir Andrew, “I find it

> He glanced ruefully at the clock and

much too interesting as it
turned his eyes quickly from it.

“Tell the driver of that hansom,” he called to the servant, “that I
take him by the hour.”

“For the last three days,” began young Mr. Chud
have probably read in the daily pa Marquis of
at the point of death, and his phy
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the cig'ars intO the satche], and the diamonds thO the p()(‘k()f of my |ing will receive yrompt at.tention. Prevention (‘f Craelty has n sphere

coat. Now that I had the diamonds safe again, it seemed a very natu-
ral mistake. But I doubted if the Foreigr. Office would think so. T was !
ight not apprecxate the beautiful -‘mphmty of myv sec
So, W’hen I reached the police station, and
WoThan wwas stlll at large e, I was more than relieved
e AS T7exp ecﬁ e Chief was CGT mels

learnez of my mistake, and that thete <¥as nothing for him to &0, But
1 was feeling so happy iyself ‘that T hated to have any one else miser-

able, so I suggested that this attempt to steal the Czarina’s necklace |

might be only the first of 'a series of such attempts by an unscrupulous |
gang, and that I might still be in danger.

“T winked at the Chief and the Chief smiled at me, and we went to |
Nice together in a saloon car with a guard of twelve carabineers and |
twelve plain-clothes men, and the Chief and I drank champagne all the |
way. We marched together up to the hotel where the Russian Ambas- i
sador was stopping, closely surrounded by our escort of carabm(,er:, f
gnd delivered the necklace with the most profound ceremony. T he old |
Ambassador was immensely impressed, and when we hinted that |
already I had been made the objeet of an attack by robbers, he assured |
ms that his Imperial Majesty would not prove ungrateful.

“] wrote a swinging personal letter about the invaluable services
of the Chief to the French Minister of Foreign Affairs, and they gave |
im enough Russian and French medals to satisfy even a French sol- |
der. So, though he never caught the woman, he received his just

The Queen’s Memengex' pamed and surveyed the faces of those
w,}nm in some embarrassment,
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A bag or a barrel —it’s all
the same. The same choice
Ontario and Manitoba
wheat—milled the same—
and blended in exactly the
same proportions.

That is why Beaver
Flour always gives the
same results—and isalways
the best for Bread and
Pastry.

At your Grocer’s
Dealers—write for prices

on all kinds of Feeds,
Coarse Grains and

Cereals. T. H. Tayl
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Choice Weddmg Gifts

You'll find at our store many t,hmgs in
Sterling Silver, Platedware, Cut Glass,
etc which we have just opened for the *
coming Wedding Beason® We invite .
you to come and inspect our stock.
Prices always the lowest, qua,hty the
best.

J E SANCTON, BRIDGETOWN.

?BRlDﬁETOWN B{}OT AND SHOE STORE

Qur new Lines for Spring and Summer comprise the

| best a nd most up-to-date Goods in Ladies’ Footwear

[.in "lu ﬂh.l ket, including:-- Patent ba] Button Oxfords,
i Buckle Oxf Tan Blucher Oxfords, Patent Sli pers.

Ngjtrouble to show gcods.
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E. A, COCHRANE.

Murdoch Block, Grawville Street.
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