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self a house where the wild flowers were most to. Seriously, the two disadvantages of the those who are trying to call attention o p g { climate Of apples what is true of the Saanich dis-
abundanT and the SeaTmts lovZ to sun islands, and the only two, are distance from a beauties of British Columbia have tired me for To sum up as to this question of cl,^ FFue of this district. The varieties
themselves on the seaward side of the moss doctor and the difficulty of obtaining any the last twenty years by the way m which they thlS has been a very exceptional year round -, tQ jt King of Tompkins> do ex-
mvTred rocks farm help other than Chinese. ignore the greatest beauty^we possess and victoria, and contrary to the rule there was a ceedingly well> a6nd they have this advantage:

The mosauito hawk nested (if you can call it Beyond these two serious drawbacks, both fail always to bring those who yilit us to see frost which did some damage about the middle . j.h man who grows fruit upon an island suffers
neTt LTon those rocto Slden stoneTrop and of which can be overcome, I know of none, that winch would best repay them I will of May. Upon those islands of which the^ {rom hij, QW* pests; he cantiot suffer {rom
oink oeucedamun caroeted them WherePthey except that you cannot take a friendly inter- put a curb upon my pen and try writer has most intimate knowledge, there tbose imp0rted by his neighbors,
met the woods a cataract of spirea and mock est in your neighbor’s quarrels with his wife ; down to the prose proper to a well c nduc was absolutely no frost at this time. Snow Irt conclusion, to those who are not afraid
orange flowed down upon them and over all you cannot smell with accuracy what he is newspaper after just one mor^ XN rarely lies and what little frost we get upon 0f their own company, varied by almost daily .
hovered the wide winged swallow tails and going to have for dinner, and you cannot at a anyone who thinks that I^ have °yer sti^ed ^ ■ j in the depth of winter, so visits from their neighbors, and if necessary a
“admTrals' oHhe red fnd white moment’s notice secure another man for bridge, my case go some dayjndl-stand upon Knapp =1S a ^ y too mFuch to say that weekly visit to. town, I would recommend an
"tmSody0! i be'eve once bought that para- But you can keep well if you want to as ^toto^st SSfcSfeSSfc?SS the groups of islands in the inspection of this island district because it

dise at a dollar an acre with the rock and long as you are young ;_you_canlay mi a supply ^ndlo g ^Mthis world more beau- Channel and in the Gulf are very much alike ; is the most beautiful in Bntish Columbiabe-
swamp (!) thrown in as valueless, and today of groceries once a week, when Bittancourt the that there is a s e -, what can be grown in one could be gtown in cause the land is dheaperthan any of the same
perhaps you may buy k at a thousand dollars local gjpcer, jralls 4|ith his launch, and twice tifug» . theether, an* at-present thie-fee simple, pf^en quality m Bntisk,.Columbia; because for fruit
i--16t,^though Tt WoTIfSIf as StiM now as < *=c » at l«Sh» Iroqums^iM.totoçyw pus ago there two acre In the Gulf does not cost twice as much and flower growing it is equal to the Chan-
“was .henfbut into* d,,, „u wen. ,o i, b, KÇ» * tond «. « an

) the main island were hot slow to cite them, m ^ 1 ------------ « mt i tan preserved* which saves the butcher’s
their desire to get tfQgQf dangerous cof^pett tail ; because the dry, sunny land aiid ample
tors. They- were lactc/qf communication, and | beaches, full of small crustacean life, make
want of water. Orle Of these objectons has i these islands ideal poultry farms, and because
been removed ; the ot|»e.r never existed. F the limited number of them, must some day,

In the matter of comm uni cation,,I take the j when the demand arises, make them almost
island I know best,' nçw m the occupation of j | priceless. ________ ____________
Mr. Taylor.

Here the S.S. Iroqpois calls with the mail
on Mondays and Fridays. Under ordinary I Successful experiments have been carried
circumstances the captain will also call for ; I out in tbe United States with a machine which
passengers by requestyjh Tuesdays and Thurs- j enables telegraphing to be done at the rate of
days. On Wednesdays Mr. Bittancourt’s trad- | I I)0Oo words a minute—60,000 words an hour,
ing boat calls for orders and to purchase farm I It is the invention of Mr. Delany, to whom
produce. There is a rival boat in the district I the British Government paid £150,000 for the
which will take Mr. Bittàriçourt’s place if he j I synchronous multiplex system of telegraphy,
fails to give satisfaction, and during the sum- |   | tbe instruments for which are now a feature 1
mer the Don has been running every other !------------------ •—”™Gf the Post Ofice museum, their extreme del-

A G If Isl nd Ranch day from Oak Bay and will call if flagged. Bathing Beach on a Gulf Island icacy mak;ng them useless for practical work-
The house'l have spoken of was only three u a Of course if an island has no wharf and no " ing ;n this country, , \

miles from the post office, but it was too far ( , , , produce the steamer service will be less. As At present, with some exceptions, these The wonderful character of Mr. Delany’s
out then and, for a great many, the islands are By-and-bye no doubt a sysiern1 o e - tQ the otber objection, want of water, it had ;siand iands are being wasted, for it is w^ste new machine may be gathered from the fact 
much too far out today. phones will put the islanders mcios r some basig in fact as tong as men were con- t0 use garden iands of. such exceptional merit that the mechanical speed.limit of the Murray

It takes an hour even by the Creeping Para- the rest of the world. At p > tent to si„k from six to teftfeet. At that depth for mjxed farming. typewriting telegraph system, which the Post
lysis to get to Sidney, whence any of the islands them who have wharves may it t y cou]d find water, but it was surface water, n Portland Island a cotmle of young Office is using, is 120 words a minute,
may be reached by'launch or boat, and should, lucky, be without a visiting steamer two or and .fl the longi dry summer it evaporated ^pon fPortlatid BTelepost is the. name which has been given
the railway ever be electrified, with a terminue three days in the week. and the wells “played out.” " . 1 , . ", • ^ ,, ®Vr- ficnirps' to the new system. First of all the message
at Schwartz’s Bay, there seems no reason why If Saanich reminds a man of t e Sout o Nowadays men sink from 16 to 20 feet, and f^Jhtenme a^ttle°bu^ 7 think that Mr Simp- is Perforate<1 on a at *c ,rate .of thirt^

should take rçore than an hour between France, the islands, which are s ung at tkat depth find an, abundance of water, % , , ' voune- oea vines erown words a minute, and then the tape is passed
his island and his club, but very few of our like a circlet of pearls, must remind him of the comfortabIy thr0„gh the longest l0"8 th7 orodnce of Zeoef vine last yeZ through the transm.ttmg machine at the high
people have that instinct for partial seclusion Channel Islands, «where men farm flowers m- and dn£St ,,s sidn Isiand is a notorious ZT™PMavne Island Mr Benntett Xand sPeed' Thls ,dolub?e °Peratlon ,s a.*^fbscK'
which accounts for the existence of tL splen- stead of turnips, and pay, I am told, as much as ^ an is,and once supposed to be ^"Z 'Zave oear orclÏrds which wiU compare but it loses little comparison with the old
did country homes of England,, and therefore £ 14 per acre m rent ,. M practically waterless, which has now an abun- , b, ?th anv in the worid - indeed, I arrangement of translating from ordinary E g
there are still one or two island homes on the From London and Paris the lovers of N a-- dance 0f wàter, and Piér Island was sold for d v.-/ trees which will produde more lsb ™to Morse- • „
market. tore’s beauty flock to Jersey Guernsey Al- an Q,d for the same reason, although at , ,f «1^01 P<^se at‘Mr The n,ew ,®yStem can be ®° ecoinomically

It is wonderful, .but even here, this state of darny and Sark, and I will back the islands of present there is upon it a practically inex- Deakins’s can be found anywhere worked that fifty words can be ®ent al?y d.^"
things cannot last if the wandering English our Gulf to give the islands of the Channel haustible supply. There a well 8 ft. x 8«ït. x Deakms s can he lound anywnere. tance for a shilling, and it is expected that in-
2.“ (vâ ou,provi„c=. ,in=e. il ,11 half ,h, ,nd a „ ft ahowrim sign «f d„ktio„ ,t the end I had ,n;mdri b.to l.,v,.yth? islands ,Md „l■ .«ting kt«r, bu,„e« me, »,ll
that goes to make a country home, perfect In the early spring every rocky headland of of last summer, which wâs a.peculiarly dry one. to have coUectC4 a tew statistic^ but time Use the telepost. tb, nrartic
acording to English ideas, the islands have, the them is crowned with a foam of flowers. A Sq far jt shduld not be «iff,cult to fa.led me, amd as l am trymg to g,ve my o d Inquiries are: being made: as to; the practic-
advantage of every other part of B. C. month lator every islet is a bed of blossom obtajn evidence {or what has been said in fa- neighbors a fair show m introducing their ability of adopting thein Engknd,

I know that this is a bold assertion an I I„ ^frch, when the low thunder of the vQr f he islands of the Gulf of Georgia. It properties to the notice of tfie rest of hiew<Drld but they_ have been ^penmenting for ^
know that the gentlemen who were god mating willow grouse is heard in the alder will be somewhat more difficult to make men perhapa they_may fed mdmed tohelp.me. If timew.th a s'mdara ^"garianmvenbonxvuth
enough to write to me after reading my bottoms, the earth is starred with white lilies believe that <here ls a very considerable differ- so, tome of them might send afew sWJtoto which they, Tor which the LetoZ
article upon the Saanich peninsula will write (erythroniums) thick as the star dust m the ence between the climatiG conditions upon he Colomsr i^strabve °f the ear! ^eS5 ^ tbe'r words an hour a"d # to t£t
and insist upon the superiority of their own Milky Way, whilst here and there on the cliffs h (at least upon the smaller islands) and farms, their freedom from frost and the pro- datms a possible speed approx,mating to that
districts, ending their letters with a seductive edges the wild ribes bursts into a rosy crimson h ^ th immediately adfôining main isl- ductiveness of their fruit trees, I know that o{ the new Delany instrument
offer of a romantic home site at so many dol- flame. ' . a„d Lying as they do behind Vancouver Isl- they would bf worth printing and that my There arc sèvenfl mechanical . difficulties
lars per acre upon easy terms, but I cannot help This is the beginning of it. After this and. sheltered by it and by ea^i other1, and friend the Colonist would print them. to be overcome, however, bef^,d coa d h
it What I have written I have written. there begins a riot of flowers, a pageant of not overshadowed by any high land, they Looked at from the outside as _you pasÿ adopted The most senou , jP P »

The disadvantages of the islands are these, spring color. The delicate pink of the wild ^ veritable sun traps, and this they show these islands, they seem to be heavily timbered when at work it interferes on account of the
If you are an invafid likely at a monent’s notice rose, and the filming orange of the wild honey- .fi a yariety q{ waySj e. g. by the early arrival with pines growing upon rocks, which in most great fluctuations in the current wi h
to he in need of a doctor they are perhaps too suckle blend with the creamy white of the , h„mming birds and other summer emi- cElses come down to the water s edge. With systems, notably the telephone system. A
far^rom the telephone. Dr. Gordon Gumming plumed spirea, whilst the pines and the dark and gthe earliness of certain blossoms many of them this rocky front is but *e raised complete ‘ -‘ ®weh” ^its
at Sidney is nerhaps within two or three hours’ glossy foliage of the arbutus trees frame and |nd etable products; imreover (and this is edge of the saucer, the hollow of which cob- tions would be. necessary in the event of its
call IT am making the worst of it), and in some set off their more delicate neighbors, until the altogether an advantage) the showers tains rich soil overgrown in most cases with being applied, and at the moment no postmas
easel thTt ™ toofong fZa sjck mkn or woman time comes when that most beautiful of our ^ehoZesees .falling round Cowichan gen- easily cleared alder, and in all of them the ter-generalm the present state of fmancq
to wait and of course what a’pplies to the doc- native trees, the arbutus (peculiarly plentiful ,, round without falling upon these ridges of rock contain between them deposits would lightly take up such an undertaking.
to-?Z’i; " ^ tZ h,,trher the baker and the upon the islands), not contented with the fra‘‘y p of rich soil admirably adapted to cultivation. The Post Office experts believe that th#
bonnetPLaker This*s the'first drawback. The sheen of its own foliage and the rich red of ' {. which has borne and Perhaps nowhere in British Columbia is time, will «toyne when all lon,g"f‘^“d””*
second Ts that underpresent conditions it is its gorgeous trunk hangs itself with hhes-of- r-eZd fruit in the open,-and a Gloire de there more of that rather heavy b}ack land sages w.Ubesent bymeansofhigh-speedma-
not easy to find a working man who is con- the-valley and combines in itself the beauties P , rQse nQW a mass of biOSsoms, at Pier Isl- adapted to- pear growing than upon these isl- chines, and the telephone become the exclusive
tent to five upon the land, or a maid who, be- of the woodland and the garden. ^ { hi h canle safeiy through last ands, and certainly I have never elsewhere seen medium for short-distance messages But it
mg anxious to remain one, will give up But it is useless to write of the beauties of ^JJ^hout protection of any kind. Bear- such crops of strawberries or gooseberries so * must be a gradual evolution. For the present
the seductions of Government street and the the islands; I cannot put them upon p»per tbe exceptional severity of last free from mildew as upon these islands. Only the existing installation, the may re c ve
opportunit és offered by a large town for the the changing glories of the sheltered seas mg -n n shoF,d save a good deal of this year I heard a fruit farmer from Rock- . conditions which hamper telegraph dwdop-
(imet Zd seclusion of an Island farm. which surround them, live opals full of the wmte „ -side declare that a certain strawberry patch ment, and the fact that the climatic conditions
,,Mo«2"),.,con,sry » ,h, wi,, o, ,l2 W‘^g,r„dd,,V,S«,n<,rU,«oS= =? ^ ™ «ieH l

contrary to law, I believe, to refuse to veined and shot .with living goto. J , A

trail and tbday it is served every ten minutes 
by the electric tram company and has a right 
to any water which the city has to spare.

At the time I speak of the house wâs not 
finished and the owners were very much in their 
shirt sleeves, superintending the builders. To 
them enter, in much pomp, two equestrians un­
known, who, having assumed a commanding 
position, upon the futqre tennis lawn, condoled 
with those two foolish young English pe'ople 
upon the isolation of their future home. They 

the equestrians said, to see

>a

•J
TO SUPERCEDE LETTERS

would be miable, 
anything of their friends.

The answer was too obvious to record, but 
the condolence serves to make my point.

Gregariousness is one of the leading char­
acteristics of our people, in sharp contrast to 
that pioneer spirit of their predecessors which 
hated to see" another man’s smoke across their

’ sky.
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1
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THE VICTORIA COLONIST

Cymbridiums.-The seeds of these' are The second method is to pot the nurse and young seedlings require a warmer temper- ^hat the seeds are not washed y,^ d^th ^ larg£ enoygh to be placed in thimbie pots, a
much larger than in the majority of orchids, plants in oak leaves with a covering of-clean ature. For the seeds take some round blocks ^^dl™f larZ to he trangnlatoed singly temperature of 55 degrees to 60 degrees by
they can therefore be watched very easily from sphagnum, from which all heads and dead of wood three-inches in diameter and half an b y smauZots A^emneratureZ' 60 degrees day and 50 degrees to 55 degrees at night being
the first. Precisely the same treatment may portions have been removed, chop it very inch thick, cut across the gram leaving a poby f J 50 degrees to 55 de- sufficient. Other genera of which seedlings
be adopted as for cattleyas, with a temperature fine, and place it on the surface about a quar- rough surface. Through this make a small F £r .y Y -,.5^ , b sbou|d may be rafsed artificially are calanthes, which
of 70 degrees by day and lowering to 60 de- ter of an inch in depth. This is most easily hole an inch in diameter m the centre, and ^ by night is sutiiment and the^^to tQ be treated a/for phaius; brassavo-
crees at night. Give plenty of moisture with put on if it is saturated with water. The seed then place it in a small pot or pan part y iax^ where thé^-onditions fire suitable they las, as for cattleyas; and thunias and vandas,
a fine sprayer, and dip the pans occasionally may be sown the following day, after which filled with crocks and making it secure by wa ■ r { to three years from as for sobralias. The above does not exhaust

ter they must never become dry, especially when wedging a few small crocks round the side. It should tlower in t y tbe bst those that have actually been grown
Dendrobiums.—These also require the same germination has commenced. As soon as a should then be thoroughly soaked with water fl16**™®? s—Fo^these o'repare small pans as from seeds under cultivation; indeed, it is- 'zhsk

I well down between the side of the pan and chopped sphagnum moss; pot them firmly, inch above the seed. Keep the wood moist ®P^yed’a" , be handied and placed into might now quite easily maintain a supply of
I tu. rnmoost When transplanting the seedlings care should by using a fine sprayer for the first four or be large e , ith ;ust a [it- such genera as cypripedium, cattleya, dendro-I ’ Odontoglossum.—The seeds of these are be taken to fix them so that they do not get five days, after which it may be watered with ®J"aZ Ptaadded Spotting them afterwards as bium, odontoglossum, etc., without troubling
I treated bv several different methods, of which washed away by watering or dipping. After a fine rose. Whem germination beg;ns the tie^ peat^a , P t 8 and ™,ing a little, to import any more plants, so also no doubt

I give two, both of which have proved success- the seedlings begin to make new roots it is seedlings grow çapidly, and after about four- often as A ey q ^hen tbey are about this could be done in the case of many other 
fld The first one is to select a quantity of beneficial to again transplant them into freshly teen days they should be large enough to be more peat each t m : w y if it were considered to be worth the
well-rooted healthy plants as nurses, pot them prepared pots of the same compost, extreme pricked off m small pots m a «>mpost con- °ld 1^ ^hey may breeders’ while,
n a mixture of osmunda fibre and polypodium care being taken not to damage the roots. It s.sting of polypod,um fibre and sphagnum of neat, Ibam

mixed with a small quantity of sphag- is of great importance also that they should moss firiely chopped and mixed with a little be potted m equal proportion8 p
nïm moss and silvensand. The pots should be never become dry ; a great many more die silver sand^ As the plants become^-stronger andÆeseZay be raised in the
filled to with about half an inch below the rim from drought than from over-watering. When they may be removed into fresh pots of t Pl sobralias but they do not re-
ef the poTand then well watered. After they the leaves of the plants are about half an inch same compost. A temperature offr^fc de- same theZZpdst. Peat
have been potted about a week the seeds may long they may be potted singly in thimble pots, grees to 65 degrees at ^ . ‘"mount^ of shad- and moss with a small quantity of silver sand,
be sown on them, taking care that ite'ma- and again when they have become rooted and and they should have a fair amount of shad and moss, wim£sm q y
terial is very moist before doing so. Sow them established as often as they require it mg during the hot summer mçnths. _ Zvgopetalums —If the seeds of these are
n he same7way as advised for cypripediums, Cochliodas require the same conditions and Phams^-The «eds ofphaisdowellwhen ^op^um^ ti me s ,aot8

spray them, and then place the plants in a tern- treatment as odontoglossums. sow*, on the surface of pots containing healthy sown in poto coma, ^ fibre; fibrdus
perature of 55 degrees to 60 degrees by day, Miltonias also can be raised by using either plants of the same genus, provided they have potted^ m a mixture P^ osn ^ ^ ^
which may fall to 50 degrees to 55 degrees at of the methods advised for odontoglossums, been potted recen y osmunda Zbre watered cautiously (care being taken that the
night. Give plenty of lir and protect from with a slightly increased temperature. moss, good f-brous ^ZateLTarefullWfo^ 7aS does nto flow over the tops of the pots),
KLlmSs Sf FCb,Uary "e .rewhtT,*'tow M,10,w=‘or *,« times site, sowing » . pk-UM supply of seedling, Will be ObUdoed. nlysis. ,

U. S. GOVERNMENT EXHIBIT

The’ United States Government has made a 
special effort to make its exhibit at the Alas- 
ka-Yukon-Pacific Exposition especially attrac­
tive to farmers. Among the most interesting 
features may be mentioned the good roads 
display, the model dairy farm, the evolution of 
the harvester, diseases of animals and their 
treatment, the rural mail delivery and soil an-
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vNà?
get the «oil thoroughly soaked 
0 à final watering about two 
swing the seeds. To sow the 
11 hole in the side of tbe geed- 
k tap the pod from behind to 
k to fall evenly all round the 
bold be taken not to have Other 
len sowing, the seed being so 
e of it may fall astray, thus 
ture of seed which may after- 
the grower. From November 
the best time for sowing, 

eed has been sown the plants 
le watering again for ^bout a 
kys, beyond a slight spraying 
syringing between the pots.

I watered it should be with a 
|g no more water than the pot 
lout flowing over the top, or 

be washed away-. Continue 
for about six weeks, by which 

letimes before, providing the 
l fertile and in good condition, 
kgs should appear, 
lell, in about three months from 
pwing the strongest seedlings 
It placed singly in thimble pots, 
he rather weaker ones two or 
I leaving the smallest of them 
prger and stronger.. The trans­
ie seedlings requires care and 
larp-pomted, bone needle is use- 
pose, and each seedling must be 
ry. The compost for potting 
1st of loam fibre, osmunda fibre, 
Imoss in equal proportions, with 
Énoved, and then chopped very 
Lcks in the bottom of the pot 
I Water sparingly for two or 
Ith a fine rose. If the time can 
Ing is much safer. When once 
lave become established in these 
Ihing to be done is to pot them 
require ,it. They should not be 
lome rootbound or starved. In 
I four years the plants will be 
I to flower.
tatore for seedling cypripedi- 
Iver fall below 60 degrees nor 
pan 70 degrees, except by sun 
Ise must be kept moist by using 
B sprayer freely, and giving air 
[outside conditions will allow, 
plenty of shade during the hot 
hs, and to be fumigated regu- 
|ut every three weeks.
[Where it is desired to raise eat- 
[eds on * large scale it is most 
[ve a small house specialty made 
e, or an old house reconstructed, 
td to grow only a few this may 
ly house where conditions are 
[ ensure success plenty of heat

ne to sow is as early as possible 
hie days are then getting longer, 
s not sufficient power to neoes- 

There is alço plenty of time 
flings up and established before 
temperature should be kept up 
by day and not lower than 7P 
ht, rising with sun heat some- 
grecs or 90 degrees. When it 
an 90 degrees a little shading 
used. For sowing the seeds 

iroportions of polypodium fibre 
moss, removing all heads and 

ic latter. This should be placed 
ns, with a few small crocks be- 

over it a piece of coarse can- 
been properly sterilized 

growth of fungus. These pans 
placed in the propagating case 

ns, thoroughly soaked with soft 
1 allowed to stand for two hours 
the seed, which should be done 
ilace to prevent mixing, sowing 
placing a pane of glass over 

he first three days afterwards, 
closed. After the third

ich has

ie cases
:s should be removed, and on 
owing a little air may be ad- 

case, gradually increasing the 
casional spraying will prevent 
becoming dry. The first signs 

i is the swelling of the seed, 
y turns green, and becomes al- 

Then fine hair-roots are de- 
as soon as these appear the 
[d be .pricked off with a sharp- 
eedle on to some prepared five- 
compost consisting of peat and 
Ns, packed very closely and 
; about a hundred seedlings jn 
i keeping them in the cases, 
few days they will push up min- 
send out small roots. In a few 
ll be large enough to be placed 

ten in a small pot filled with 
t of the same material, and as 
[o grow they can afterwards be 
land subjected to cooler treat- 
small plants must never be al­
ine dry or they will shrivel up 
iVhen once they become estab- 
n on as often as necessary, and 

them to make their growths 
seasons.

ige
After the first year 

fresh air, warmth, plenty 
Dundance of water, and in from 
rs they will be strong enough to

e on

hese require the same treat- 
las, except that instead of sow- 
in peat and sphagnum dead oak 
be used, first thoroughly wash- 
klrying them in the open/ The 
le packed in an upright position, 
ht to a depth of an inch and a 
k, and then the canvas stretched 
Etering thoroughly. The seeds 
[the next day, scattering them 
I than cattleyas.
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