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THE QUESTION OF THE
STANDARD.

Those who believe that the statesmen
of Great Britain are favorable to making
a radical change in the currency of the

Empire should read the report of the
debate on Mr. Whitely’s motion. That
motion was in substance: ‘ That it is
the opinion of the House that the insta-
bility in the relative value of gold and
giver since the action of the Latin union
in 1873, has proved injurious to the best
interests of the country; and it urges
upon the Government the advisability
that it does its utmost to secure an in-
ternational agreement.’”

The resolution as it came over the
wires is manifestly not complete. The
object of tbe proposed international
agreement is evidently to fix a ratio in
the values of the two metals. This, it
will be seen, both Sir Michael Hicks-
Beach, the present Chancellor of the
Exchequer, and Sir Vernon Harcourt,
the lafe Chancellor of the Exchequer,
regard as impracticable. Here is the
telegraph report of what Sir Michael
Hicks-Beach said on the subject:

The chancellor of the exchequer, Sir
“Michael Hicks-Beach, said that, although
bimetallism was involved in the motion,
its adoption by the house did not neces-
sarily involve the adoption of the bime-
tallic system by the United Kingdom.
He proceeded to dwell upon the diver-
ity of opinion regarding bimetallism,
and he thought it was impossible to fix
a ratio absolutely independent of the
market fluctuations of such articles. On
the other hand, he continued, it was de-
nied that if an.international agreement
was entered into by a sufficient number
of nations, it would influence the fluctu-
ations. Besides, Sir Michael also added,
the adoption of an international agree-
ment by a sufficient number of nations
might possibly bring the value of the
metals closer than at present.

In respect to the ratio, S8ir Michael
said he had been told the United States
would probably desire 156} or 16 to 1,
but in view of the present priceof silver,
it seemed to him that such a ratio was
absolutely dishonest to creditors, and
would simply mean a financial panic,
with possible disastrous effect to the
credit of the country. If the ratio was
based on the market value of the metals,
he could not see how it would warrant
the extravagant hope of the bimetallists,
for the agreement would be liable to be
broken in the event of political convul-
gion or war, and the effect of such doubt
in its permanence would militate against
success. Nothing could be more impor-
tant to Great Britain than the extreme
danger of altering the currency, for Great
Britain, under the gold standard, instead
of being ruined, was singularly prosper-
ous. Wealth was more generally diffused
among the working classes and higher
wages were being paid than ever before.
No country in the history of the world,
the speaker asserted, was ever in a bet-
ter position to bear an enormous load of
taxation with less discomfort. There-
fore he saw nothing to justify altering
Great Britain’s currency system.

The chancellor of the exchequer ad-
mitted, however, that there was depres-
gion in husbandry and the cotton indus-
try, but he claimed the cause was to be
found in low prices, which were due, it
was claimed at one time, to the appre-
ciation of gold. But the production of
%old had largely increased, and was now

igher than ever. It was a remarkable
fact that the same year which bad
shown an enormous and unexampled
stock of gold in the banks had shown
the lowest prices on record. Might
there not be a reason for the fall in
prices indepen‘ient of the appreciation
of gold? The fact was that the fall in
price of nearly every article was due to
foreign competition, which was due to
an increase in production ‘and a more
effective use of capital, owing to a wider
gystem of credit, the use of the telegraph
and the vast extension of the railways
of the world, and the improvements in
the mercantile marine.

Sir Michael Hicks-Beach also said
that, while admitting the evils to India
consequent upon the fall in the price of
the rupee, he pointed out that the other
gold-using parts of the empire must. be
considered. The government -was williny,
to enter intoan international conference
or open negotiations, but it-was not pre-

pared to abandon the gold standard for
the United Kingdom. Some of his col-
leagues, like Mr. Balfour, the first lord
of the treasury, did not agree with these
views; but they were all agreed that
they were not justified in proposing or
accepting a change in the gold standard
of the United Kingdom.

Many will be surprised to find that
the late Chancellor of the Exchequer
not only agreed with what the present
Chancellor of the Exchequer had said,
but paid him a very high compliment.
Here is the report of his remarks:

Motions in parliament, he said, were
becoming less bimetallic every year.
Sir Michael Hicks-Beach’s statement, he
gaid, was worthy of his position, and
will be understood in Germany, as well
as in America. It was not creditable
that there should be any doubt regard-
ing England’s view on this subject. 1In
his opinion the resolution (of Mr. White-
ly) was the euthanasia of bimetallism.

Proceeding then to argue that the fall
of prices was due to other causes than
the appreciation of gold, he warned the
country against altering India’s caur-
rency system, which, he said, was with-
out doubt most suitable for her. The
adoption of bimetallism would place Eng-
land at the mercy of monetary zollverein
and would more effectually injure Brit-
ish commerce than anything that could
be done on the high seas. It was noton
a divided cabinet, he concluded, that the
responsibility should be taken of tamper-
ing with England’s currency.

gave theresolution a 'qualified support.
Here is the telegraphic abstract of his
speech : :

Arthur Balfour, the first lord of the
treasury, whose strong sentiment in
favor of bimetallism is well known, re-
plied to Sir William Vernon Harcourt,
expressing this sentiment and gaying
nothing could persuade him that it was
in conformity with civiﬁzation and com-
mon sense that we should tolerate the
present inconvenient and ruinous sys-
tem. He regarded the resolution as an
indicationsthat England was prepared to
bear her fair share in establishing an in-
ternational agreement for the use of
both metals in the currency on & reason-
able basis, just to debtor and creditor
alike.

Mr. Balfour admitted that it was ab-
golutely impossible to force upon the
commercial and banking class a form of
currency which they distrusted and were
not prepared to accept; but in His judg-

and writers of the race the story is set
down.

Is it not singular that it is this race
of *“ bandits and plunderers’’ which has
taught the men of all nations how to be
free? Are not the institutions of all
the really free nations of the world im-
itations, more or less close, of those that
the British have established? Does it
not strike the haters of the British race
as rather surprising that the peaples
who are under the rule of these ‘‘ tyrants
to the weak ’’ feel themselves to-be as
free and as well governed as any that
are to be found on the face of the earth?
The calumniators of the British must
wonder how the inhabitants of Great
Kritain’s colonies are sincerely attached
to the Mother Country, are in sympathy
with her, and are ready to fly to her aid
when she is attacked by the nations who
hate her and envy her her
vast possessions in every quar-
ter of the world. If the
British are the cruel tyrants which Am-
erican Anglophobists represent them to
be, do they not wonder howit is that Can-
adians remain loyal to them, although
there is not in the whole Dominion a
corporal’s guard of soldiers to maintain
their authority; and how it is that the
millions in Australia are proud to call
themselves British subjects although

Mr. Balfour is the only minister who !there are not British soldiers enough in

all the islands of the Antipodes to keep
in order a single discontented and insub-
ordinate province? Why do not the
haters of England see that the British
cannot be the monsters of cruelty and
rapacity that they represent them to be
when this authority can be main-
tained without physical force and
when they do mnot exact from
their rich and populous dependencies 2
gingle pound by way of tribute? Let
them compare the condition of Canada
with that of Cuba and they will per-
haps get an inkling of the secret of the
success of the British as colonizers.

It just may be that the Anglophobists
in the United States and elsewhere are
beginning to see that one of the reasons
why Great Britain is in these days

standard.

made.

the consent of Great Britain.

ment the whole trend of civilized opin-
jon was in the direction of the double

The question is one of very great im-
portance and one about which many
misrepresentations are being constantly
It is said that an international
agreement cannot be arrived at without
The dis-
cerning reader will beable after he reads
the report of the speeches of statesmen
of both parties to form a pretty fair idea
of the chance there is, within a mea-

bso powerful and why she exerts so great
an influence in proportion to her terri-
torial extent,lis that she has, scattered
all over the earth’s surface, colonies
every year becoming more powerful,
which are sincerely attached to her and
which are willing and able to aid
her . in any struggle with her
enemies. These and many other
considerations which must occur
to any man of average intelligence, no
matter to what nation he may belong or
how strong his prejudices and how bit-

surable time, of obtaining that consent.

ANGLOPHOBIST VILIFICATION.

The way in which some presumably
educated Americans abuse the English
is really amazing. Their intense desire
to be popular with the anti-British ele-
ment of the population of the United
States causes them to be blind to the
plainest facts of history and also indi-
rectly to vilify themselvesand their fel-
low citizens; for what, after all, are the
greatest bulk of the population of the
United States? The language they use
shows even to the most superficial ob-
gerver that they are Britons living in
America. Fancy, then, the absurdity of
a citizen of the United States reproach-
ing the British as being a ‘‘mongrel
race.” The Americans are, as a min-
ute’s reflection shows, of the same race
as the British, with even:a larger ad-
mixture of the blood of alien races.
If the British are to be reproached be-
cause they are a mixed race, what
is to be said of the Americans, to whom
the epithet ‘‘ mongrel’ can be applied
with much greater propriety. This is
merely a specimen of the senseless
abuse of the English in which Ameri-
can Anglophobists are constantly in-

ter his antipathies, should convince him
that England is not *“a heartless, soul-

less, godless monster devouring in cow-|

ardice and hypocrisy what she dare not
attempt in open war,” but something as
opposite to such a monster as can well
be imagined.

P ——.

THE REMEDIAL BILL.

Contrary to the confident predictions
of the Opposition and in spite of their
persistent efforts to intimidate the sup-
porters of the Government, the second
reading of the remedial bill has been
carried by a majority of eighteen. We
do not look upon this as a party triumph,
for the Manitoba school question is in
no proper sense & party question. It is,
as we have from the first contended, a
question of the right interpretation of
the Constitution. TUnfortunately for
the country and, as we believe, in the
end for himself, the Leader of the Oppo-
gition insisted upon making it a party
question, and the great majority of his
supporters acted as if they regarded it
in.that light. They resorted to every
device known to party politicians to
secure a majority against the remedial
bill, They have, we rejoice to see, been
unsuccessful.

contending for ‘what they must cee
ig a falge issue. They must know by
this time that no right 6f Manitoba has
been encroached upon; that provincial

rights in general are not endangered by

the action taken by the government on !
the Manitoba question; and it isto be ;
hoped that they will earnestly and sin—j..
cerely aid the Government in bringimg
about a settlement of the question with- |
out the interference of the Federal

authority.

must have seen that the Government
never willingly took up this Manitoba
school question. It was forced upon
them and their reluctance to take action
with regard to it was apparent to every-
one who had eyes to see. It is safe to
say that there never was a day since the
question was first ~mooted that
the Government would not have
gladly availed themselves of any
means of setthng the question
fairly and without further contention.
And they are evidently of the same
mind still. They want the difficulty
settled amicably. To effect this object
negotiations are again to be opened with
the Government of Manitoba. Sir Don-
ald Smith has patriotically tendered his
good offices to bring the Governments of
the Dominion and the Province to a
better understanding. What is to hin-
der Mr. Laurier taking a part in this
good work? It is said that he has influ-
ence with the Greenway Government.
Why should he not exercise that influ-
ence in the interests of domestic peace
and harmony? We are quite sure
that if he took such a course neither his
personal interests nor those of his party
would suffer. On the contrary, they
would be advanced, for he and his party
would be freed from the reproach of en-
deavoring to make political capital out
of race antipathies and religious dislikes
and prejudices.

If the Manitoba school question were
by mutual consent dropped as a party
issue, politics in the Dominion would be
placed on a sound footing and would
have a healthy tone. Let what is im-
properly called religion be elimrmnated
from the politics of the Dominion. This
can perhaps be better done now than at
any other time. The Government and
the people of Manitoba finding that in
keeping up an agitation on the school
question they would have the sympathy
and assistance of neither the Liberals
nor ihe Conservatives of the other parts
of the Dominion, would soon agree upon
a modus vivendi under which Protestants
and Catholics would in Manitoba live
side by side in peace and harmony.

If thisis not done, if the religious
question’ continues to be the apple of
discord between parties, it is hard to tell
where the strife will end. Matters will

Impartial and fair-minded observers
than they have done heretofore.

extend its telegraphic communication. ‘ the E. &. N.. railway so choose to ex-
He has already some 1,400 miles of tele- ginedcgllleg;r:él‘g?’tgt their o cost mno
5 o 3 . ! reven :
g:apn lme‘ n operatlorr.. . He - has | it does seem tghat, altF)hough thi;eg:zfv bll)lé
eatly ameliorated the condition of the | 5 wige step in their own interests, éhips
natives within the jurisdiction of the ! are more to the interest of the public—
country and he proposes to do much | those living on or near the coast at all

o . & |events. The sooner there are more and
more for them. portant, for | ; : anc
This is important, 10T\ ;,5re economical vessels, looking at near

the native races in South Africa are not, and distant trade, the better for Vie-
like the aborigines of North America, & "toria. ‘‘The gods help those who help
decaying people. The South -African 5 :gemselves! ”h ]\‘;ictorians} mulst 11)[1:
.colored race are, on the contrary, increas- thzlit “?;Z,I;ns w?illl] Zgrslktodgelge;‘ 11(;16 % 1‘1‘::
ing and likely under the Company’s pro-  mire. SHIPMAN,
tection to increase much more rapidly | Victoria March 19.
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WHITEFISH EXPERIMENT.

—_—————
INTIMIDATION. T s s .

o THE EpIrror :—I read in your paper
of the 19th inst. that Fisheries Inspector
McNab has placed one and a half mil-
lion of whitefish fry in Shawnigan lake.
Will the inspector be good enough to tell
us for what (public or private) purpose

The Grits who worked so hard -and
who resorted to so many devices to pre-|
vent members of Parliament voting on

the Remedial Bill as their convictions or = ? o ¥
their consciences dictated, must be ut- | b8 waa done. t is well known that
vl isoustad a6 th & i * ,] fs o whitefish will not take the hook, and the
y disgusted eir want of SuccCess. |15 prohibits the use of mets in our
The Toronto Globe of the 9th contained |lakes. Now what is to become of these
as bold and as insolent an attempt at! whitefish if they propagate? How are
Shawnigan lake is

! y 2
intimidation as perha ver appeared | they to be taken? :
: . B ps ever appeared | too small a lake for such an experiment.
in a Canadian newspaper.

! The article | 1f it should become lawful to use the net
from the heading to the very:last sen- in these lakes then good-bye to our
tence is a series of threats and insulting | pleasure resorts for trout fishing.
insinuations, plainly intended to deter Fisneryax.

b ho desired tc he bil v - N
members who desired to support the bill | ¢ yyy NpANT BOOTH'S FAREWELL
from voting for its second reading. Here
is the article in full:

SHORT SHRIFT FOR TRAITORS.

A large audience crowded the First
Presbyterian church last night and lis-

P tened attentively to the farewell address
One of the many objectiona to the'of Commandant Rooth. The soldiers

: 0i :
I;sggg%?fégfnigfslgflié lflotggfsghé: !and officers of the city corps were pretti-
beld to represent the will of the people | ly dressed insailor uniforms for the occa-
on that silbj;ct. Except in the fgw Ize_tsion. Major Friedrichs introduced the
cont Dycalocions e sshool question | SIS AL
was not an issue, and in North Ontario bi b DRIUELL Sa
the Government candidate did not sub- Em Lan, cdor})i"i upon the services they
mit his views to the electors. The result | 2%7¢ 1}en L b Wi B i .
is that in no single constituency have |, sa‘éay‘ear?((i) Iehage n%?logies(ilipxlx\)‘;rih
EE? pleoplie Eaesed pRayamble Verduehon Whilel in more substantial helpA in the
ﬁ rg%l; l?elg?éued with some force that way of dollars, Victoria takes first place
members who vote in favor of this bill | from the Pacific to the Atlantic for the
take the risk of censure and defeat at %gi;,flgog:uv:gy1IftwIilécbv;{ltﬁasl‘sollt'nt‘i;ff}l
t?-i apptrogg:hmg elethlotItl)s R t{‘e"“‘igng say good-l;y;) ”? and the Co%n n';and“mt
stituents disapprove of their vote. a )’ g
is to be said as to the position of mem- ﬁ;lqilegcielgrge-smed handkerchief from
bers who have no intention of present- | 7‘%66 Y b ool o Temniheii
ing themselves for re-election, but are . ~3~t 5% "5 'gtearq s T g m_‘
z(;}pphcants f‘?; ofiitceq n tlse.'glft Oft;hi well. You ha{ze dyone i),ravelv }mui eI'
ki ey Wy i * hope you will continue to do so under

the only possible chance the minis- . :
ters have of securing the defeat of the next commandant as well as you
have under me.

Mr. Laurier’s amendment is by the

votes of the members who dare not
face their constituents, and whose sup-

ort, it is hoped, can be bargained for,
gought and sold by promises of office.
Even the bench is to be contaminated by
the presence of such traitors to the peo-
ple. This is poor strategy. Itisablun-
der of the Ministry, for how could they
appease the wrath of electors in any rid-
ing whose member shall thus desert his
postand betray his sacred trust? It is
a blunder on the part of the member,
for would not public opinion justify and
even demand his prompt dismissal from
office by any new Government that
might be formed? These men should

“The Salvation Army are toilers,”
continued the commandant. ‘‘If you
want a self-loving existence, don’t join
the Salvation Army, for all the people in
the Salvationist hive are toilers. Let
me tell youa story. A young English-
man who, as the Americans would say,
took somewhat of the style of a dude,
was paying his first visit to New York.
And as he came off the gangway he met
a long, slim, needle-nosed Yankee.
¢ Have you no aristocracy here,” asked
the Englishman? ¢ What are they,’
said the Yank? ‘People who don’t
work,’ the visitor replied. ‘¢ Oh, people
as don’t work—why, we call them loaf-
ers.’

understand that they are watched by
their constituents and by tae whole peo-
ple of Canada.

It would be edifying to know how

“ 8o do we,” the Commandant said.
“ Anybody who does not believe in our
work, say amen.”’

Then an over-zealous soldier chimed

politics of the country will degenerate
until the whole political field will be oc-
cupied by men who are either hypo-
crites or fanatics. It isto this end that

dragging questions of religion and race
into politics tends.

A GREAT COMPANY.

The British South African Company
has done a great deal in a comparatively
short time. Its operations extend over
a vast area of the African continent, and
they are on the whole beneficial both to
the population of the country and to the
interests of the Empire. It was this
company that deposed that monster of
tyranny and brutality, Lobengula, and
dispersed his army which terrorized the
unfortunate natives of Matabeleland so
that their lives became a burden to
them. To these poor people the humane
rule of the Company has brought, not
only freedom, but enjoyment of life.

It was suspected  that the
Company was in some way
implicdted in the late invasion of the

be sure to go from bad to worse and the

in with the amen.

T thought s0,” said the Cemmand-
ant,"‘ I thought there was one that did
not.”

Continuing he said: ‘* The Salvation
Army is not English simply because it
began there. Many people have the
erroneous idea that it is; but let me
deny that. I must say, though, that I
have a little sympathy for John Bull;
much ot his wealth has been donated to
us, and many of his smart men are la-
boring in the cause of the army.

“Some people say we are peculiar, but
the plain costume of our soldiers 1s not
as peculiar as the costume of fashion-
able people of the present day. When
people go for our bonnets we go for their
sleeves. When I was young I learned a
rhyme which of late I have rendered
this way:

Ride a cock horse to Banbury Cross

To see a rich lady on her high horse,

Rings on her fingers, paint on her nose,

She makes music wherever she goes.

“If you look at the Salvation Army’s
uniform you will soon see that it is not
so very peculiar.”

As the Commandant sat down the
audience applauded enthusiastically.
The chairman, Major Friedrichs, then
thanked Dr. Campbell for having
placed the church at their disposal.

Miss Babbington, of Nanaimo, sang a

many members were bulldozed by this
'threatening article into voting contrary
to what was their intention before they
read it. It is reasonable to sup-
"pose that the Globe's bullying was
to a certain extent successful,
for there are a good many timid mem-
bers in the House of Commons who look
upon defeat at the polls as a very great
misfortune. Then, again, the insolence
of the Grit organ may have caused some
Conservatives whose loyalty to their
party was weak and whose minds had
not been made up, to determine to vote
tor the bill, let the consequences to them
personally be what they may. Bullies
sometimes find themselves greatly mis-
taken.

WATER OR RAIL SERVICE.

To tHE EbpITOoR:—1n your issue of
March 15, a communication bearing the
gignature of J. S. Helmcken, appears, ad-
vocating simply a Vancouver Island
railway, without saying how the three
millions of dollars are to be obtained!

A Vancouver Island railway is neither
desirable nor necessary, experience, at
all events, teaches this. If by means of

dulging. The vilifiers
Country simply

of the Old
stultify themselves.

A matter of the interpretation of the
Constitution should never, in our opin-

They show that they have not discern-
ment enough to see that every word
they say against the British as a people
is, if deserved, a reproach to the best
part of the population of the United
States.

The Philadelphia Bulletin in trying to
account for the dislike with which Great
Britain is said to be regarded by the
nations of the world, says: ’

The Turk might quite as appropriately
wonder why the alien races of the Roman
Empire hated the Moslems, as the Eng-
lish why the educated world abhors
them! All peoples are more or less sel-
fish, seeking national gain, but no peo-
ple have ever sought gain in the re-
pulsive form common to the British
race. There is no nation in Europe
responsible for an atrocity so cold-
blooded, so studious, so continuous
as the English.rape of Ireland. There is
nowhere in history a record of such per-
sistent demoniac ferocity as the Epglish
treatment of the Irish, from Richard to
Cromwell, from Cromwell to Balfour.
Centuries of impunity in vile doing
have probably blunted the islanders to
their true character before the world.
They no doubt think that because they
have an aristocracy, the coldest and
most supercilious in the hierarchy of
nobility, a church rich in the spoils of
pillaged creeds, an empire vaster than
all others, that they are really admir-
able .as well as dreaded! But while
Shakespeare is read, while the truth of
the two last centuries is accessible to
readers, England will hold the place in
the world’s estimation that Ghengis
Khan held in other days, the type of a
heartless, soulless, godless monster, de-
{vouring in cowardice and hypocrisy
what she dare not attempt in open war.
England is hated because from the earli-
est traces of her origin her people have
been bandits, plunderers, servile to their
equals and tyrants to the weak. And it

ion, be made an issue between parties.
This Manitoba school question, when
sifted out, is clearly seen to be a ques-
tion of right or wrong, of fairness or un-

Transvaal, as Dr. Jameson is its chief
administrator, but it seems that the
Company had nothing to do with that
ill-fated enterprise.

The report of the Company for the
year ending March 31, 1895, shows that

the E. & N. railway, this city cannot
compete with rival places at nearly equal
distance, surely an extenson of this rail-

solo, and after a few words had been
said by General Secretary Hoiland, of
Toronto, a prayer was offered by the
Commandant and the meeting dis-

way will not make things any better; it
and the Joan holding the gates through
which all must pass. An Island railway
is unnecessary, because the Island be-
ing very narrow, with a central rocky

persed. Many waited to shake hands

with the Commandant before he left.
After the meeting the Cammandant

and General Secretary Holland visited

fairness to the denominational minority,
not of one province but of all the prov-
It is not usual to make questions
They
are questions for the law authorities to
decide, and the politicians should abide

inces.
of this character party questions.

by their decision. The highest law auth-
ority in the- Empire decided that the
Manitoba minority had the right to ap-
peal from the school legislation of the
province, and it was deciced that the
minority had a grievance; it went
even further, for it indicated how
that  grievance  could be  re-
dressed. The politicians of both
parties, if they had been wise, would
have gladly accepted the decision of the
Judicial Committee of the Privy Coun-
cil as an authoritative solution oi a very
difficult and very delicate problem—
taking it out of the domain of party poli-
tics altogether. If they had done this

they would have avoided an acrimonious 'development of the gold industries with-

and a dangerous agitation. But the
Liberals evidently believed that agitation
of the Manitoba school question afforded
them a chance to attain power and office
and they consequently refused to accept
the decision of the Privy Council as|
final. They ostentatiously took the
part of the Manitoba majority, protested
against interference with provincial
rights, and raised the ery of Hands off
Manitoba.”” They, too, forced the

i fighting,

and one of the results of
their tactics is the defeat of yesterday.

It issincerely to be hoped that Mr. Lau- | cut out for it. He proposes to open up

is in the pages of the most admired poets rier and his following will now cease

it is in a good financial condition.
Bradstreet’s in its abstract of the docu-
ment says:

The report makes mention of the fact,
stated recently in the House of Com-
mons, ‘‘that after paying off its deben-
tures and all other debis the company
has a cash balance of some £600,000 in
hand, and has got rid of a heavy an-
naal charge for 1interest. This is al-
together independent of the sums
gubscribed for railway construction,
amounting to some £900,000. For the
year under review the revenue was
£118,883 and the administrative expen-
ges were £142,423, the respective figures
for the previous year being £44,489 and
£65,767. The expenditure includes the
cost of posts and telegraphs, police, high
court, hospitals, and also a special item
of £14,471 for telegraph construction.
Under the head of revenue we find that
stand sales and land revénue brought in
£53,047, stamps and licenses £30,221,
telegraphs £9,701, postal business £4,-
609, and fines, fees, rents, taxes, etc.,
£21,308.”

Companies have been formed for the

in the Chartered Company’s territory,
in which the company has a share in-
terest, the nominal capital of the same
organization being £2,600,000. At the
same time an immense number of other
concerns are also at work in Rhodesia,
in which it is interested, through royal-
ties and licenses. The gold industry of
the country is, however, as yet in its in-
fancy, and is dependent for ultimate
success upon the extension of the rail-
road lines to it.

The Company may be said to be still
in its infancy, but Mr. Rhodes, its man-

ageing Director, has a great deal of work

and mountainous backbone, its shores
shores can be approached by steamboats
or sailing vessels, roads leading from the
shoreconveying eolonists,etc. As togain-
ing time by travelling per railway from

doubtful, and assuredly would be more

andto theNorth,considering the time now |

occupied by the E.& N., it is at least | York the commandant said last eveninz

the Chinese mission and addressed a
large crowd of Chinamen. The address
was interpreted by Rev. Mr. Gardner.
Commandant Booth is making a fare-
well tour of Canada before departing for
England. As to the rupture in New

that he deplored his brother’s action but
did not think that it would make any

expensive.

Goods and passengers can be carried
more cheaply in this case by water than
by land, and would be even now were
there, any chance of competition. As
cheapness chiefly governs this business,
goods to Queen Charlotte island, our
own and the American possessions will
go direct by steamships which can touch deaths and marriages, and registrar un-
at any part of the coast whether of the | der the ‘“ Marriage act.”’

Mainland or the Island and at convenient
periods too. Indeed, it seems as though
goods and passengers could be brought
Dy steamers direct from (or to) Bute
inlet more cheaply than by railway.
Which then is really better—to spend
anpually the interest on the $3,000,000
Vancouver Island railway, or to apply.it
to encourage our vessels to call at various
places, more frequently to benefit colon-
ists, the settlements already existing or
to be formed and the- cities and villages
already in existence? Monopoly and-its
attendant evils cannot so easily exist on
free water as on a narrow strip of rail-
road owned by a few.

_ For all purposes, then, the waterway
is the beet, with or without government
pecuniary assistance. The Sidney and
Mainland scheme is a good one, as it}
will enahle Victoria to keep the trade at
our doors, which by long neglect has
falien into other hands. Of course if

material difference to the army.

Mg. Samuel Creech has been suc-
ceeded as government agent at Comox
by Mr. Walter B. Anderson, who will
also act as assistant commissioner ol
lands and works, registrar of births,
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