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“VICTORIA HAROE.

A desireis being manifested for more
energetic action by 'the Public ‘Works
Department in  Teference to_Victoria
harbor. - Mr. Earle and Col. Prior are
ressing upon the Public Works Depart-
ment the necessity fora good vote in the
supplementaries to carry on the work’
of harbor improvement. The
the departincnt says on fhis subject:

The entrance to the harbor of Vie-
toria is vetry narrow, with a sharp turn
after passing the lighthouse. This turn
was thie cause of much difficulty to ves-
sels; especially large steamers, enterin
the harbor during ‘the prevalence of
strong south-west winds, and was due
to the existence of a 8hoal extending
from Shoal. Point, which for a long time

posed to e composed of - solid

u fact of a compact mass of

g ing been decided to
operate on this nhou;t iron pipes fitted
with cast iron shoes were driven through
and between the boulders with a small
pile-driver:to the required depth, and
about three feet apart.  These tubes
were loaded with dynamite and explod-
&d, after which a large harrow or rake,
weighing about two tons, was dragged
over the bottom, and -then the dred,
“Pycific” was able to work freely
through the shoal.

The work done during the year 1889
has resulted in deepening and straight-
ening the chanpel, and soon the “‘red”
buoy marking the right side of the
channel coming in will be shifted, when
there will be a channel 300 feet .in
width, with an easy 1y
straight course from the lighthouse to
the whatves in front of the city, having
4 depth of not less than 14 feet at low

i , which have a range

water neap’ ti e
spring ﬁd&, and 24 feet at the exjraor-
dinary tides which occur in December.
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ney to'night handed THE CoLoNIST
ndent the terms of the mineral
belt settlement, which were. signed by
the Governor - Genersl to-day. The
Government’ agrees -not to
make any leases or - other ‘disposition of
any minerals in the railway belt, except
coal, other than by patent or fee simple,
to the intent that the minerals in ‘the
belt, obher than coal, may be ~adminis-
incial mining law.
All Iands'of the Dominion offered for
sale from time to- -wi hvgﬂ;’in the belt
containing miner thin the meanin
of the gﬁm’lnmbh Mineral Actg,
not being Indian reserves or settléments,
and not L
to
at ﬂxe})riee of five dollars per acre. All
lands derived by $he poovince under the
preceding clause.

incial government making'a written
spgiontion therefor, with desoription
sufficient to identify it, the money con-
sideration theretipon being immediately
payable ‘on the lands' thus'to be ac-
quired. I surveyed, such money shall
e, pa o0 ive; but on un-
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- Oveawa, March 1,—-Sir John tokd the |

 afteruoon that the Washington advices
| relative to “the - Behring’s negotiations

were of a most satisfactory character.
The Premier is well satisfied with the
State of public business and is hopeful
yet to be ‘able to have the adjournment
before Baster. g
The government banking legislation
will ‘be brought down next week and
through this session. t;hh

1} in council to-day,

decision will not. be announ

railway resolutions are down. e
. The cable from: England ‘saying that
the modus vivendi has been renewed is

absolutely false, - The Canadian Parlia:

ment alone can deal with that.” = -
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senate divorce ' committee;- but- were'
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A TYRANT AT SEA
Storlies Told by. the ‘Crew of the Enter:

New YoEk, Feb, 24.—In_ oonnecbioi
with the retufn 'of the Enterprise to

this port, the Tribune will 'to-morrow

print an’interesting story of the pecaliar
actions of Commander McCalla, which
will doubtless be investigated hy the
pavy department. — The Knterprise has
been on the Enropean station two years

e | and seven months, and was Commander

McCall’s first sen duty.. The vessel
left the yards at Brooklyn with a-well-
selected crew, “and - the officers .were

by McCalla ~himself. - ‘She

suicidal.. - Labouch
1ast night’s events, it

‘ot out of order at any tinte, and he de- R

shuRe g
the 'S ru . 2
w;s.ﬁe.?:ry will vstm‘n o London in
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 far as it affects publi
report the results to Parliament.

'THE SEAL FISHERIES.

Coutract: Awarded to_ the- North
Amm;»cdmmmm Co.

The Company Secures the Privilege for
Twenty, Years—Copy of the Letter
~ Awarding the Contraet.

Waszixarox, D.. C:, Feb, 28.—See-
retary. Windom - to-day awarded the
coniract forothe- seal - fisheries to the
North American Commercial ‘Company
of New York and San  Franciaco, for.
 twenty years: - Following'is-a copy of
the letter awarding the contract : :

WasHINGTOX, D. C.; Feb. 28. -

and or . Alaska, received in. Te-
?@ub,ﬂvmmbrdmw
epartment - of Dec. 24th; 1888, uﬁ

2 | Jan. 20th, 1890, and

| at 12 o'cloclks; noon,

rtment 21st, 1890,
1 have accepted the |
ked in the schedule-of bills-
0. 11, by the American i

4 Commeroial
i Company of New Yorkand San Fran-

cisco, and I have awarded the privileges
contemplated to the North. American

y aforesaid. . A
duplicate will be prepared at

]
- L an éarly day by fhe de%rtmt. Very |

respectfully yours, .. WiNpoM
4 : chroh'

ry.
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