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spite of the. appalling disclosures
made at the recent “Inquiry.” Ridi-
cule the idea of so much honesty, it
you will, Messrs. Grafter & Co., but
the fact will remain all the same, It
is only natural to suppose that men
who have been wrecking, pirating, and
plundering the public treasury all
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'in the same boat, and she is copper

then the people must umierstami
Principle. They must demand integ-
rity and righteousness in xovei'nment:
they must require of their statesmen |
the same code of ethics in their deal-|"
ings with others as they require among

When some people find they canmnot !
become famous, they make up their|
minds to become notorious and do all
kinds of queer things to attract not-
ice. The sentiment of the conntry de-

mands that such persons be kept out

of ‘puhlic positions of trust and Fe—_-_

spoesihility, and the party leaders who

themselves; they must frée their minds | appoint them to office shonld bs held

from partisanship, whether - arising
from religion, race, party creed: and
they must upderstand why they do
these things. If we are to live as;
g00d citizens in this age of Principle,
we must follow our leaders only in so”
far as they follow Principle, and: our
leaders can only be leaders in so far.
as they recognize this great truth.

There are several other potent ques-
tions that ought to be answered as
soon as possible, As a matter of fact,
they answer themselves, and the ans-
wer they give is that a select number
of gentlemen who have hitherto pass- |
ed in the community for men of up-'
rightness, honesty and truth!ulnessf
have unworthily lent themselves, since |
going into politics to a. course and |
career of crookedness and duplicity
that would almost make the shades of |
departed Liberals and Conservatives?
alike turn in their graves if it were|
possible for them to know it.

responsible for their misdeeds. i
Voters all over the dominion are feel '
ing uneasy. The revolt against poli- |
tics .has been clear for some years— |
since the introduction of corruption
and graft in 1908—to those who could
see, though this does not include most
politicians. There has been going on
an unintended education of vaters with
which the average party worker has
not kept up. For some time people in
revolt against one party would mere-
ly turn to the other, It took a decade
or more for them to make certain
that this left them no better off. Then
for a w.vhile they tried various poli-
tical patent medicines prescribed by
the respective leaders of the time, and
it took part of another decade to learn
that these were usually worthless.

The two lessons have been crystal-
lizing into a vague but deep desire for
a new deal all around. The number
who share this desire, and still more
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which are in a class by them-
selves, there are yet such monsters
of the deep as to keep the imagination
at full stretch and make the Hhair of
any respectable head stand on end.

To speak also of the aharks, the
dreaded white shark, the blood-
thirsty pirate 'of the ocean; ihe
thrésher shark, which amuses him-

i self by tearing lumps of living flesh

out of the unfortunate whale; and
the hammer-headed shark, the eyes
of which are set at each end of the

‘strange hammer-like projection from

which it takes its name. Another fish
that may truly ‘be called a monster
of the deep is the conger, which is

Fortunately they don’t know it 'the number who are willing to do | rapidly coming “into favor with Eng-

They don’t know anything about it.

something about it, has been increas- |

Jish sea anglers, It is not uncommon

They are occupied with infinitely more  ing steadily. This year it has taken %o find these fish weighing anything
important concerns. They are enjoy-  a big jump, but it is still uncertain— i up to fifty pounds; and during some
ing themselves in a condition of per- ' and that is the biggest uncertainty in{of the recent fishing ‘competitions

fect serenity and satisfaction, and
probably settling among themselves
the various differences which divided
them “here below.” The situation re-
minds me of a very good story I read
lately respecting an American just-
ice’s first charge to a jury. Said he:
“Gentlemen’ of the Jury—You have all
heard the evidence as well as myself.
You have also heara what the learned
Counsel have said. If you believe
what the counsel for the plaintiff has
told you, your verdict will be for the
plaintiff. If, on the other hand, you
believe what the defendant’s counsel
has said, your verdioct will be for the
defendant, But if, like myself, you
don’t believe either of the rascals, I'll
be blessed if I know what you'll do!"J

Now, those old political prospectors,
in their search for gold, have met
again in the same field, and all is for-
given. “Too long have we been part-
ed by the irony of fate,” they say to
each other. “But now we sail again

fastened this time. Heave the lead,
brother, and let it hit our political
opponents. Betweéen us we have a suf-
ficient stock of brass to last out the
voyage, and before our nobs are sily-

is big, and growing. Commander Carl-
yon says: “I read a great deal about

local politics to-day—because the re-!
volt has’ so, often shown -itself ipfﬁ
strange and warped forms . that. its
actual size is hard to estimate. ‘But it

the demand for a boxer to knock out
Dempsey, but I never see on€ for a
great poet to knock the devil out of
politics.” -

To the people of a country “whose
principal harvest is gathered from the
sea, everything connected with that
harvest and the way in which it is
reaped must, of necessity, be deeply in-
teresting, not only to men who “go
down to the sea in ships,” but to those
of us who stay on shore as well. Es-
pecially is this the case at a time when
sea monsters seem more in evidence
than usual., The appearance last fall
of a huge aquatic animal of serpentine
form and movement between' Flowers
Cove and Forteau in the Straits of Bell
Isle and again in Cabot Strait, as re-
ported by the captain of a Canadian
freight steamer, intensifies our inter-
est in the whole subject.

According to those who profess to
know, the irrevocable law of the

ocean is that Life lives on Life. We
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see this in‘a great measure on-Harth;
put in the Sea it is as immutable and

universal as the laws of Bbb and
$Mow. Tndeed, sesing the incessant
and ferocious struggle that is eternal-
1y going on it is a marvel -that -fish
b | should survive at all, let alone " in-

| crease  and .multiply. The..saving

prehensible rapidity of flisht. But
pature - has also provided strange
means of 'defence and camouflage:
Sotting aside the mammalian or gigan
tic cetacea of the aquatic world,
such as the whales, walruses, sea-
.flions, seals and so onm, all of

clause is their swifiness and incom- |

round the BEnglish coast fish of over
sixty poundd were taken en rod andi

fime..The rays s also heavy fisn,
which give (ke?g]er all the excite-
ment he can require. They are all
oviparous and their eggs are enclosed
in brown » leathery capsules of "a
quadrangular form, like those of the
dogfishies, and furnished, like these,
with -elongated processes at their
angles. Some of them are of gigantic
propertions and weigh 'many hun-
dredweights,

There is on record the capture of
an enormous ray on the coast of New
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Jersey which measured eighteen fesp
ih ‘diameter, and is said to have
weighed five tons. Another was taken
at Bonne Bay, on our West Coast,
some years ago, which measured nine

very voracious, and the
they cause is immense. All are fish
that come to their net—naked or
ghelled, molluses or crustaceans are
all swallowed without ado. In our
own seas also some fish attain o
great size. Halibut weighing two hun-
dred pounds are not-uncommon; but,
perhaps, the palm must be given to
i the immense devil-rays of the South
fSoa Islands. These monsters are fra-
| quently fifteen to. twenty feet broad,
! and when basking on the surface look
like flat reefs. Thé Society Islanders
hunt the devil-ray with harpoons td
this day.

T still distinctly remember the graat
surprise I got one morning in
early seventies. 'I ~was staying at
Spencer’s Hotel, Trinity, and Had just
ﬁnis‘,h,eg' dressing when Mr. Thomas
Scanlon, Assistant Superintendent of
the Anglo-American Telegraph Com-
pany, rushed ‘into my. room and
shouted to me to go down with him
to the harbor beach -and see “the
devil's own ‘kind. of ‘a. fish”, that had
been thrown ashore there by the high
"wind and sea of the previous. night,
Scanlon was always regarded as a bit
of a wag, although one of the best fel-
lows in the world, and I at first hési-
tated, but, after a moment or two,
finding that he was in earnest, went
off with him. The body of the creature
Jwas. in circumference, a ‘little larger
than an ordinary sausage ‘barrel and
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almost twice as long. Two of its ten-
tacles, it was said, measured twelve
feet each; the others varied in length
from four to five feet. It had al] the
appearances of a huge squid and am-
swered exactly to the descriution ' of
the “devil-fish” given by Victor Hugo
in his “Toilers of the Sea,” The poet,
in speaking of “the ‘denizens of the
deep,” says:— :
“Dark crawled, glided dark, the un-

speakable swarms,

Clumped together in masses, mis-

shapen and -vast; five drops
Here clung and here bristled the ! Salt fish

fashionless forms; : twenty-tous]
ed.
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