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Sir Richard Squires Declared a Receiver and Aéédinplice ;-Q-Dr.
Campbell Misused -and Misappropriated Public Funds-—-Public
Moneys Wasted; Electorate Corrupted; Depnrtments Debased,

FINDINGS ON SECTION 1. (Controller’s Dept.)—-

That Miss Miller was aware that the bulk of--the
money was taken from Controller’s Dept.," the whole of
which was applied by her to the purposes of Sir Rlchard

Squires for his benefit.

That Sir Richard Squires accepted the use and bene-
fit of over $20,000 so obtained with knowledge of their
tainted history, and made himself a receiver and an ac-
complice in Mr. Meaney’s wrong.

FINDINGS SECTION II. (Besco)—

That reronSIble officials of the Domitiion Co., were
willing to and-did give timely financial askistance to Sir
Richard Squires out of the funds of the Company, that
$43,000 was paid to him accordingly, . . . that the
allegation in this paragraph is proved. That Mr. Miller
Harsant were his instruments.

FINDINGS SECTION III. (Pit Prop & Model Farm)—

That the loss to the Government on logging opera-
tions were not less than $130,000. i

That the allegation that Dr. Campbell paid his own
private cab fares to a very substantial amount out of the
public ftinds under his control, is fully proved. In relation
to his cab fares, Dr. Campbell directly misused and mis-
appropriated portions of the publie funds under his con-
trol, which throughout were badly and wastefully ad-

and Mrs.

ministered by him .

That the Union Trading Company appear to have
made a profit of $10,000 out’of the contract; but the Gov-

ernment gained no advantage .

Model Farm—That the list of eab fares proves to my
satisfaction actual misappropriation on the part of Dr.
Campbell, and the padding ¢f wages’ bill by men unneces-
sarily and improperly introduced at this instance was a
misuse of the funds amounting to misconduet, in my

view.

That Mr. MeNeily misappropriated #120.00.

IV—~RELJEF—

That it was as the General Election approached that
misuse of public money developed, and: to keep on or to
secure their political support, idlers were paid for work
at the roek sheds which they never.performed;

V.—PUBLIC CHARITIES—

That a great deal of this money did not go in-neces-
sary relief ; it was not reserved for proper cases after due
and searching enquiry; it was lavishly scattered broad-
cast with both hands for political purposes.

That there does not appear to be any instance of ac-
tual misappropriation by anyone in the Department, but
the conduct of the Departmeént was slovenly and ' un-
businesslike and made possible abuses all over the Island,
of which I cannot think the staff was ignorant.

ent form in order that investigation’
might be made both as regards the
-specific charges against. Dr. Camp-
‘bell and as regards the genefal con-
duct of his depaftment in relation to
this costly experiment. At an early
stage of the enguiry, Mr. Howley,
K.C., (Counsel for Sir Richard

Squires and Dr.- Campbell) complain- |

ed of the wording of the Commis-
sion, and assertéd that there & were
other allegationd against his clients
which he wished to have included.
I held that the Commission did not
restrict me to the matters which
Counsél on the other side of the ta-
ble had opened, -and I éxpresséd my
willingriess to deal with any allega-
tions of wrong-doing in the Depart-
ment in relation to the Pit Prop.Ac-
count, which he (Mr. Howley) or
anyone elsé might bring to my no-
tice. At my invitation Mr. Howley
enumerated his additional chargeés as
follows:

1, That Dr. Campbell had been
giilty of misappropriating the funds
of his Department;

2. That when Dr.. Campbell left
the country in July, 1923, he fled from
justice;

3. That indictments were prepareéd
and the Government authorities. wére

evidence of this. It was, how-
mon knowledge that the
e market made sales prac-
ssible and ultimately the

& very bad bargain the cost to
artment 'was $192,597.21, a good:
the wood was stolen, and the

Departent’s own attémpts to sell at
a latter date had very unsatisfactory
résults. :

For ‘the following season a new
form of contract was devised. Sales
by the contractor were eliminated and
from the first the Government agreed
to také over the whole of the wood at
a fixed price per cord. The comtracts
were originally offered at four dollars,
but the Government were compelled
to.give five at first, and later to add
a bonus of 50 cents. The dimensions of
the wood weére altered, and all of it
had to be clean-pedléd. Like its pre-
décessor this contract was permissive
only, it did not bifid the costractor to
cut a ‘single ¢ord and theé opeérations
condueted under it proved equally un-
profitable. 1t contained a clause (No.
5) which provided “that the Minister
of Agrieulture and Mines may from

time to timeé prior to thé fime above‘

wood cut by the third contractor toll
the extent of 'and in such proportion |
of the whole amotint provided here-!
under las may hereafter be determined

taking steps to bring him back to
stand his trial.

4 —That large misappropriations
and misuse of funds.(in other words
graft) were made by Dr. Campbell and |
divided up between himself and Sir
Richard Squires.

In my view paragraph 1 wds already
before me, possibly also paragraph
4; but I invited Mr. Hoowley to as-
sist me; edpecially as reégards /para-
graphs 2 and 3, by information as to
the source of these allegations so that |
although I was doubtful whether théy
really fell within the scope of the en-
guiry, I might send for those who were
responsible for them. His answer that
heé knew only of popular ruméurs and
the ¢olumiis of a Canadian newspaper
placed me in & difficulty which was
solved by a timely statément made by |
Mr. Warrén, who was Mitdister of Jus-
tice in July, 1923, that no indittments ‘
were drawn or. steps comemplated‘
against Dr. Camppell and that hé (My. |
Wwarren) hdad néver heéard or thouglt |
that Dr. Campbéll fled from justice.
No ofié in the dourse of the enquiry ex- |
pressed atiy other view, and I dédlafe |
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ably tialicious gossip to be untrue. I

against Bir Richard Bquires, and there
was no evidence thaf hevwas a party

" to the miste of ‘any funds belonging to |

the Department.

The ¢ontracts which were made ufi-
der the order in the year 1921 were
in a form drafted by the Minister of
Justice which after reciting the order

That Politicians exploited the situation improperly

to further their aims.

i or te export therefrom—cords of pit |

'THE PIT PROP ACCOUNT.

3. The third matter mentioned in
the Commission was stated in the
followidg terms:='Allegations have
been ma?i\e of wrong-doing in the De-
partment oft, Ag‘riculture and Mines
fduring the ¥ rs 1922-1923 in rela-
tion to the expenditiire made for the
relief of destitutidg and known as
‘Pit-Prop Aceount’, \:}: also in reld<
tion to expenditure on the model
farm.”

1—PIT-PROP ACCOUNT.

In the period that followed the-ces-
gation of active operations in the
great war the Colony of Newfound-
land ‘encountered serious troubles
and difficulties, Markets were clos-
ed and \trade upset, unemployment
was rife and numbers of the people
wera on the vergs of starvation.
This- state 'of things became pro-
nounced: in B{xe year 1920 and grew
worse in the\‘succeeding years 1921
and 1922, Early in 1921 the Govern-
ment dévised a' scheme of relief by
which wdrk wasito be found for the
necessitous and * %he perils of ‘want
averted.

factured timber, th
to relax to the ex
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and pulpwood. By
Council dated 21st of

Council should permits ‘
1.-The cutting, taking and carry-'

ing away from ungranteéd Crown gance “and’

Lands of timber for exporta-
tion; ¢

2.—The exportation of unmanutac- were ¥

tured timber by such. persons
as  may be a»ren} b tho

ghall enter into such z‘reonmu m
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{seed potatoes.”
Hltherto the law had pro-§'

tibited "the export tion of unmanu- s
it was proposed |

upon ungranted Crown_ lands
by such persons as may be ap-
proved by .the  Governor in
Couneil and who shall entet
into an agreement therefor ap-
proved by the Minister of Agri-
culture and Mines.

4 —The purchase -of timber cut
upon ungranted Crown : lands
by such persons as may be ap- !
praved. by the Governor in|
Councit=

The adiinistration of this order was
entrusted to the Department of Agri-’
cultire and Mines (of - which Dr/
Ctm‘bﬂl was the head) and all the
atcounts were Répt In that depart-

ment unle\r the title “Pit Prop Ac-
connt" time went on the relief
w‘br_k of tho department increased
bothin volume and variety. The
dépnrtiu‘cnt itself canducted cutting
operations, made contracts for ross-
ing wood 3.' selling wood, bought
Jjunks a.ixd 8, provided work on
wimnnerativ sundertakings such as i
roads; and’ bridgés, and sought to in-;
crfne !ood s‘upp s by distributing

The results from a financial point
view were didastrous. There are
itm .wamng adjustment and
are ‘claims wtstandjnt by and

ie Departmient, buf-the total

€ Oﬁcm up‘ to the end of

Jess than $1,200,000.

3 hat there should

i 'rand rumours against:
the Depar)ment msfmnm. extrava-
7 - mismanagément
ang 'y, : mnpproprutmn
' ands graft o duly, 1923, statements:
de in the House of Assembly
Dr. Campbell, the Minis-

ulture and Mines, and i  cen

' tﬂl( him with paying’

"unab

' sell or

provided, among other things.
1. The Government ghall permit the

contractor to cut on Crown lands and |
to sell in the Colony. of Néwfoundland |

| props or pulpwood. + . . &
2. The contractor agrees to pile the |

pit props. . . . .

3. The Government shall not be re-
sponsible for losseés by flood, fire or
Inreeny. . ... .

“4. Should. the contractor fail or he
to sell or dispose of all or of
any of the pit props or pulpwood cut
under thls agreement, the Govern-
{ ment agr‘ges fo purchase whatéver
{ amount thd contractor has failed to
dispdse of at the rate of six
dollars per cord provided:—

(a) The cont\actor shall first have

madeé a boﬂ\ fide attempt to sell
all such pit bropa or pulpwood.

A _Stabborn @ Cough ;
Loosens Right Up
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Here is a home-made syrup which
millions of people have found to be
he mont de ndable means of break-
coughs. is cheap
smple but very prompt in action.
Under its ealmg, soothing influence,
chest sorerfess goes, phlegm Iloosens,
breathing becomes easier, tickling in
throat stops and you get a good
night’s restful sleep. The usual throat
and chest eolds are conqnered by it
in 24 hours or c’: thing better
for bronchitis, onneness. croup,
throat tickle, bronchial esthma or
winter coughs, '
To make this splendid cough syru
pour 2% ounces of Pinex into &, l
o%. Ditkis and AT} the hotbla with plaF in

nulated sugar
M iy
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these two paragraphs of idle and pfob- |

would add that from ihe first to the |
last no suggestion whatever was made |

not apisnr that anything was ever |
determihed by, or even brought be- |

| fore! th4 Governor-in-Counedil in this:|

connectitjn. but many and large ad-|
vances were made nét only‘on decount |
of wood cut, but also on account of |
wood te be cut, which might or might ’
not be cut, and before a single cord |
was cut.- Thig contract was certainly |
in form moré favourable to the Gov-
ernment tHan its predeécessor and it |
was diffieult to find éontractors, who
would uudenake its burdens. Most of
those who dld accept it were unable to
pay for the supplies without which the
opération could not be statted. and the
various stores were unwilling to pro-
vide them on credit without a Govern-
mefnt guarantée, The contractors them-
sélves were usually accepted om  the
recommendation of the members. for
their District, and in many cases the
contract of the money to become due
i under it was at once assigned ’co the
providetr of supplies fo whom the De-
| partment thereupon made advanées. It
may be that, as Dr. Campbell stated,
there was 1o other way of meeting the

stated make payments on account of |

| 000 i1 the Rafik against which he
| by thé Governor-in-Council.” It does |

situation/ in reniote districts - before
navigation was closed for the winter

but in the result there were many ¢on- |
tréots on which the amounts advanced |

far exceeded the value of the wood out

emﬂ]oyees of the Fishérmen's Union
| Trading Companiy on the recommenda-
| tion of Sir W.
| with assigned to that Company:-

undey them. For instafice a number of |
contracts were made in the names of |

F. Coaker, and forth |

Brown’s contfact showed $2,250.00 !

50. \

Russell’s\ contract showed $2,250.00
| advanced amkd wood cut worth §1,-
| 410.00. \

Yetman's cohtract showed $2,250.00
| advanced and wopd cut worth $789.00.

Groves’ contract showed $6,000.00
| advanced and wool cut worth $2-
| 184.00. X

Several of the contracts were as
| signéd to Mr. McKay either personal-
| 1y or as assignee of Steer Brothers in-
cluding:— ;

Gillard whete $8,208.00 were ad-
vanced against wood cut worth $6,-
175.00. g

Tulk, where $8,408.00 were advanced
against wood cut worth $3,475.00.

Jemnings, whére $9,000.00 were ad-
vanced against wood cut worth $4-
701.00.

Budden, where $15,000 were ad-
vanced against wood -cut worth $8,-
739.00. .

A curious piece of history was dis-
closed in connection with these con-
tracts in the names of Bragg, Pelley
and Stanford respectively, the monéys

case assigned at an early date  to

Messrs. Hickman. Payments $ere
made by the Department up to the full

and issued executions. The sheriff-
levied on the wood, and sold it to
Messrs. Hickman themselves at prices
ranging from 26 cents to a dollar a
cord. Interesting questions will arise
in the legal proceedings which are.

is that the Department Su nothmf
whatever to show in return for the ad-

| advanced and wood cut worth $1,462.- |

}
1

due or to become due being in each |

Jbending in respect of these seizumi*,.
-but the effect up to the present time.

value of the wood cut; the contractors | .
however still owed money to Messra. |
Hickman who sued them to judgment. |

es. Another cause of loss on these |
A

ity | of ona was 4 domlonble spiitt ,’

.qu ooltr,gcta at all, the éi-
the whole scheme was, relief,
| but it wad hoped that some return in |

L wood might be ncurcd.:

.| fracts wi&i Dt
adopted bbobusoi

“eustom of the.
country’  was unhappily made clear X

| that the fnhabitants would not put}

forth their 'ﬁeet efforts on behalf of
the Governmehf The expedient cer-
tainly failed to agpomplish its object,
the real meaning of the movement wes
uuliversally—,‘known, ‘the general
attitude was succinetly summed up in
the cabman’s cant repeated to me at a
later stage—*“Pit props pays for all.”
1n ‘some instances- (Gillard’s contract
aulgned to McKay, was one, Grover’s
contract assigned to ‘the Fishermen’s
Union Traditg Company wag another)
the suppliers insidteld on a. condition
that the advances should nét be re-
coverable if sufficient wood was cut,
and in my view it is. doubtful ‘whether
any of the advances or any part of
them, ¢an now be recovered. Without
them supplies would not have Deen
sent, the scheme Would have Dbeen
brought to a standstill at a critical
time, and direct relief would have been
necessary probably to, the same
amount. “Contractors and suppliers
weére used t0 enable relief to reach the
destitute, but.it cannot have been in-
tended that thé, cost should come out
of their pockets 'when they were not
at fault. \

Another form of 'transaction  in
which the Department engaged was
éxemplified by a contract ertered in-
to with M. E. Martin on the 24th of
November, 1921, by which the ecutting
of pit:props was financed. Mr. Maftin
undertook to eut about 10,000, cords
and the Government deposited $30,-

could draw on presentation of scale
sheéets at the rate of thrée dollars a
cord, the c¢odntractor being bound to
refund at the samé ptrice as and when
the wood should be shipped, any wood
not shipped by the 830th November,
1922 was to becomie his property and
' he was to be immediately liable for it
at the same rate. The full sum of $30,-
000 was déposited in the Bank and in
three instalments, and Mr. Martin has
repaid $21,280 for 5320 cords at four
dollars a cord, anotheér déllar having
béen added to the price by .supple-
mental agréement to cover the cost of
barking. He has, however, been allow-
éd to draw out the whole $30,000 and

the prospécts of recovering: the dif-
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ference appear to beremote.On 8th-Jhly
1922 he made another contract of the
same kind, which -has been treated by
the Department in a still more im-
provident manner—the contractor has
been allowed to draw out deposits jof
$35.000. and up to the present has ms-
paid nothing. Similar contracts w#&h
deposits or guarantees made with (he
Horwood Lumber Company, appear to
have been carried thfough without
loas. Another sgpecial contract was
one made ¥y Willlath Dawe and Scins
on 9th December, 1921 by which the
contractors agreed to cut 400,000 Hft.
of hard wood; advances of $5,198.00
have beén made by the Department,

» 0 b

e —— -

Don’t Suy -~

“Just a Sore T

N a few days, you know,

hroat”

‘just a sore

throat’’ may be something much more
serious. For science has proved that the
throat is not only the first spot reacrned by

infectious germs, but

also forms the ideal

soil for them to multiply on.

Throat protection, therefore, means germ

destruction and i1s a
your health.

duty that you owe

It\is easily achieved by the

regular use of Formammt—the germ-killing

throat tablet.

¢ Formamint (which is

ed in retu

at Grand

to buy fre

livered at @
fied place, |

ery by 1st
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the experis
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"|the Govern

endorsed by over 5,000 "~

American physicians) is the scientific way of disin-
fecting the mouth and the throat. Handy to have with

you-—pleasing in taste—it

frees an efficient germi-

cide that mixes with the saliva-and so raches where
gargles cannot go.

And a tablet taken ,
occasionally. during the &

was to fi

and to de]
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fortnightly
each of
heavy losgs
pénses,
horges an
000; at th
agreed to

4 l

day not only brings .
grateful and immediate ol

relief from ‘‘sore throat’’

—but

against even more dis-
tressing ailments that {
so often follow infection
of "the throat linings

At all druggists .

affords protection
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work is hardest;

i rocks are sharpest;
| 'find Columbus Rubber Bonts

. Worn.

 is built right into them.

d of a hard day, your feet are
fortable as When you ﬁrst
them on.
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Another matter was when the goods
reached their destination the Go
ment’s representative on the spot wa
not supplied with copies of the or-
tders or imvoice so that the deliver-
fes might be adequately checked, and
it must remain doubtful whether all
!the goods paid for were really sent
'As an example of lack of care a

{ proper attention to detail-—over

| over again there are among the

sent up steel casks worth ten d
each, but except in one of tw
stances, thére is never a sign of
*'onqm‘ry after them or of-the ret
of any of them or their value to the
Department,

Criticism was directed to the great
loas which occurred on horses, espec-
jally in connection with Moore’s op-
eration, and the facts and figures
\were certainly startiing, but after
héaring the evidence I have come to
the conclusion that this is to be ac-
counted for by the nature of the work
and the conditions under. which it
had to be performed. Ll T

The operations under the 1921 con-
tracts had left or should have left
the Department in possession of a
considerable quantity of wood which
it was expected would be enormous-
1y increased by the operations under
the second form of contract, and it
became necessary to see about sell-
ing. Efforts were made to interest
foereign buyers, and in the latter part
of 1921 there were negotiations !
tweéen the Minister and a Mr. Johns,
\\'hich, however, did not come to any-
thing. The market at the time was
“bad ,and though it improved some-

| what in 1922 purchasers continued to

be very hard to find, Early in May,
1922« Sir W. F. Coaker, then in New
Mr.
Rogers,\ who made an offer for the
wood £nfl ultimately entered Into

agreement, dated May 13th, 1922, by
which he agreed to purchase 70,000

n’s case the ex-! cords of pulpwood at $5.00 per cord
Wages, provisiong,{ror hand peeled wood and $7.00 for
Bnt, exceeded $80,- | rossed wood, and to take and pay fo

b the operation he
f what was left ot
Hon of $6,833; this |
‘and he now has
it; the nett result;
ng a loss of about

of as much as
| also a small op-

un-
jether the loss to
ogging operations

I8 result was the
strict in  which
ere carried out.

iculture and Mines

" and the place
ind the cost of
fom it enormous.

entirely to
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| 8t. John's, many
men in a small

'some of them not

atténtion was
prices which
h in excess of
among the

r Street. No
iine br com-

; tract.

as much wood ag could be reasonably
moved by him during the year 1922;
he was to pay and did pay $25,000 ¢

be held by the Department as a guar-
antee for his performance of the con-
This had all the appearant

of a satisfactory bargain, but it was

(Continued on page 5.)

CORNS

Lift Off—No Pain!

Doesn't hurt a bit! Drop a little
“Freegone” on an aching corn, instant-
1y that corn stops hurting, then short-

iy you lift it right off with fingers.

. Your druggist sells a tiny bottle it
egone” for a few cents, sufficiyit
: ft corx,
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