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Fashionthe war to the drawing-room; Paula 
raise*, with the HU mechanical, 
mirthless smile, and Staney, ae he 
opens the door, looks at hhr with 
pointed admiration without causing 
her to more a muscle.

"Staney, «7 boy." wye Mr. Palmer, 
as the hope of the house swaggers 
back to the take and pours out tor 
himself another glass of champagne. 
"Don't be too liberal with the liquor. 
You're got 7t»ur work cut out tor you 
to-night, and youH want a clear 
brain. You're wtiU set upon it, I eup- 
poeeT” with a sigh.

"Set upon it? I’m keener than ever," 
responds Staney, with an unsteady 
laugh.

"Well, well You might do so much 
better, you know. You ought to fly et 
■igher gems, my boy."

"She’s high enough for ma" retorts 
Staney, hie face flushed, his roles 
thlok and tremulous. "Ws don't want 
mvtey, and aa tor a title, and all that, 
I don't want my wife to be looking 
down upon me; perhaps If I married 
one of these swells, ibe'd think me e 
snob.”

"Perhaps so," says Mr. Pelmer, In­
nocently.

“Very well, then, this one won't; 
ttiough, mind you, she’s e reel lady. 
If erer there wes one. Keen! I should 
think I was! Ain’t she beautiful? Bang 
me If ^he hasn’t grown loreller than 
erer? I never saw her look so stqn- 
nhjg as she does to-night."

"Yes, she's e beautiful girl" as­
sents Mr, Palmer; "thet ain’t there 
something strange In the look of her 
heyo? A seared kind o’ look?”

"I didn't notice It,1
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CHAPTER XXXVI.
Dut for all his glory of raiment, bis 

face flushes as ho sees Paula, and he 
comes forward with a marked awk­
wardness. Her beauty datilee and 
frightens him—the calm, steadfast 
gate of her dark eyes sets him trem­
bling, and he wishes that he had tak­
en a nip of brandy before cooing 
down, just to keep hU courage up.

"Give your arm to Mist Paula, 
Staney," says Mr. Palmer, end they 
go In to dinner.

Of course Mr. Palmar has brought 
the family plate with him. It Is a ques­
tion whether be could dins with com­
fort without the huge candelabra and 
epergne, and the maulve salt-cellars 
and side dishes. Ths room is one blase 
of light; the air is heavy and thick 
with the perfume of flowers, and the 
dinner Is of its kind overdone.

But though her head seeme to swim 
and her heart to have stood still, 
Paula neither faints nor goes .into 
hysterics. She sits with the same set 
smile on her lips, the same cold, 
strained expression in her eyes. She 
can even reply to Stancy’e remarks, 
which come from him with marked 
embarrassment and timidity at first; 
but presently, when the champagne 
has passed round several times, they 
grow more familiar and self-confid­
ent, and once, as he takes the bottle 
of the servant’s hands to fill her glass, 
he ventures to lay his hand upon her 
arm. Paula does not snatch her arm 
away, though the touch of his hot 

nnd seems to have burnt her. She 
scarcely shudders, Indeen, but looks 
straight before her with the same set, 
Impassive look.

It is all a hideous nightmare to her, 
the gaudy rooms, the glaring light, 
Alice’s continual ripple of sham 
laughter, Mr. Palmer’s coarse, vulgar 
voice, and Stancy’s hated presence. 
A hideous nightmare from which she 
will never, while life lasts, be free: 
for Is she not going to be Stancy’s 
wife; to sit out many and many such 
dinners? Then May gets up and leads
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says Staney.
"Perhaps she is a bit nervous. Didn’t 

you say Alios had prepared her for 
what’s coming?”

Mr. Palmer nodded.
"Yes, perhaps that’s It I wish you’d 

1st the wine alone Staney, you've had 
more than enough already,”

"Oh, I’m all right," «aye Staney. 
with a laugh. "Let's go In now."

Mr. Palmar rices. •
"We’ll give you a chance, Staney," 

he says. “I’ll take Alice and May to 
look at the sea from the balcony. Un­
derstand?"

Staney nods and wipes his forehead 
with a shaky hand, and they pass In­
to the drawing-room.

Alice is playing at the piano. May 
sits near Paula, at her feet almost, 
and Is looking up at her with an ad­
miring worship, and talking in low 
tones, which Paula seems scarcely to 
hear, though now and then she looks 
down at the pretty, eager face with a 
strange expression of pity end pro­
tection. It it not for this gentle little 
Creature as well as Bob that she Is 
about to sacrifice herself?

Staney comes up to them and hovers 
about, his eyes fitfully staring at 
Paula’s facy but she does not appear 
to notice him: not even when Mr. Pal­
mer's voice Is heard Inviting May and 
Alice to look at the sea from the bal­
cony, and she knows that the moment 
has come, does she show any sign of 
the horror and loathing that fill her 
heart and benumb her.

They go out, and Alice, with a deft 
movement, swings the glass door be­
hind her so that the two are left alone 
and out of hearing.

Staney stands for a moment finger­
ing his heavy watchguard and star-
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nor has -promised to do the proge 
thing. I mean—ot course I know s*> 
don’t care about money”—redden^ 
add fidgeting on the chair—“I’ve he|r 
you say so often and often." | 

"Have you?" she breaks in, slow'.: 
'Then I have changed m
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1 opinion. I do care for money very
i much.” .

He laughs confidently.
"Well, though I say it that shouldn’t, 

there’ll be plenty. Perhaps Alice tpld 
you what the governor intends to Ido 

1 if—if you said ‘yes!’ ”
"Yes,” says Paula, as calmly as; If 

she were talking about taxes or the 
price of coals.

“Three thousand a year settled on 
you, and a thousand down for—oh, 
for pins and needles,” and he laughs 
at his choice wit. "If that Isn’t 
enough, I daresay you’ve only got to 
say so to have Just what you want” 

“It Is quite enough,” says- Paula, 
slowly, deliberately.

"Then—then you consent?’’ he s^ys, 
bending over her, his face flushed, ils 
eyes fixed eagerly on her face. i 

"Yes, I consent," she says. “Wat|!” 
for he has come off the chair and gene 
down on one knee as If to embrace 
her. He pauses with his arm out­
stretched. "Yes, I consent,” she sais; 
“but only on one condition.”

"What is ltr. he says, eagerly. | 
“That is”—for the first time her 

voice falters—“that I have this—this 
thousand pounds at once—to-morrow.”

Ho stares and reddens with amass­
ment

"What—what do you want It for?*’ 
A flush crimsons Paula's toes for a 

moment but leaves It paler and more 
strained.

"I cannot tell you. I here need of 
it—or I should not ask tor it" f 

"All right,” he says, confidently and 
with a nod. “I understand. I'm to ask 
no questions. ‘Very well, Of course 
you shgll have the money. Why”—with 
a grin and a leer meant to be expres­
sive of hie adoration—“you should 
have It If I had to sell every diamond 
I'd got,” and he puts his arm round 
her and draws her to him.

And Pauls, with a shudder running 
| through her, feels his hot Up* touifc 

■ her cheek. i
(To be Continued.)

TO MEETRust-Proof Corsets Pattern 3107 here mastrated Is cut 
In 6 Sizes: 34, 36, 38, 40, 42 and 44 
Inches bust measure. Size 38 will re­
quire 5% yards of 44 inch material. 
Width of skirt at lower edge is about 
1% yard. As here shown gray taffeta 
was used, braided with white soutche. 
One could have this In brown serge or 
satin, with worsted, bead or chenille 
embroidery. Black velvet with facings 
of ivory astln, or taupe duvetyn with 
old blue pipings would be very at­
tractive for this design.

A pattern of this illustration mail­
ed to any address on receipt of 10c ;o 
silver or stamps.
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