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psequences of
et Food Control.

The public—even the most ignorant
gection of the public—is beginning at
fast to awaken to the consequences of
the atten:pt to control food prices. In
fhe poorest quarters it is to-day
common Saying

Féod Controller touches anything you |

annot get it any more.” This is a
wsult which cvery student of politi-
@l economy could have predicted
months or years ago, and many
wonomists did predict. Very few
pople listened to them. Indeed, even
¥r. Walter Runciman got practically
10 hearing when, as President of the
Board of Trade, he met complaints
sgainst rising prices by pointing out
that the question of supply was more
fmportant than the question of price,
and that if prices were controlled
gpplies would probably disappear.
The mass of the population took no
heed. They imagined that by some
mexplained mecliianism it was possi-
Ble for the Government to supply
fhem with the commodities they were
io the habit of buying at the low
soale of prices achieved in time of
paace. This scale of prices, it must
be noted in passing, was very far be-
low fhat to which their fathers afid
grandfathers had been accustomed.
But people quickly forget past prices;
a8 well as other past events, and it is
@ very natural instinct to demand the
maintenance of a standard of com-
fort that has been reached after long
years of struggle.

If any of our politicians had had
the courage at the beginning of the
I;itation against high prices to tour
the country, pointing out that a rise
In prices was a necessary conse-
Quence of the limitation of supply
@ansed by the fact of war, it is just
pssible that most of the evils we
bave since suffered might have been
averted. By dint of careful .and re-
peated explanations the country might

bave teen taught that the only way.

{0 deal with a shortage of staple com-
moditi : is to allow prices to rise, so
that the rise might, on the one hand,
eicourage producers to increase sup-
Dlies, and, on the other hand, dis-
Courage extravagance on .the part of
®nsumers. Instead of taking this
Ine, the Food Controllers took the
fasler conrse of allowing the ignor-
inee of the public to guide the polley
of the nation,

that “Directly the i

with himself, and came to the conclu-

sion Ghl;nm won ‘wonwd  mever
teach the nation so well as hard facts,
end that therefore it was better to
| give the multitude its head and let it
learn its own lesson. If this was
:Lord Rhondda’s calculation, it < may
be condemned as cynical, but in pal-
| Hation we must remember that poli-
‘tics breeds this particular kind of
expedient: populns vult decipi deelpi.
atur. The make-believe has now ser-
ved its turn: the public has awaken-
ed to the folly that has been commit-~
ted, but characteristically it does not
blame itself for having demanded this
folly; it blames the politiclans who
indulged the popular humour. Yet
we may fairly say in Lord Rhondda’s
, favour that, on the assumption that
i any control of prices is permissible,
‘methods have been as careful and as
scientific as they could possibly have
been. His plan was to check the cost
. of each article from its source to its
destination in accordance with a plan
which is said to have saved the War
tomce much money in placieg its con-
;tracts. 2 L

| It is satisfactory, however, to see
“that at last the people responsible for,
‘Food Control are frankly telling the
public where the fault les. Mr.
Clynes, a Labour Member of Parlia-
ment who is Parliamentary Secretary
to the Ministry of Food, made a most
admirable speech towards the close
of the old year to a deputation of
Trade Unionists and other ‘Labour
| bodies. While claiming credit for the
Department to which he belongs for
what it had done in the way of re-
ducing prices, he went on frankly to
! confess that the policy of price - re-
‘duction must lead to the curtailment
' of supplies:

“Any man who gave a moment'’s
time to a job like this would find out
: that by arbitrarily fixing a price for a

particular food he could wholly de-
! prive the community of that food. Im
i view of the situation the whole world
! over, they ran a serious risk of pre-
 venting supplies coming by unduly
foreing prices down. In the case of
bread the subsidy to bring down the
price of the loaf to ninepence had
reached some £40,000,000. The
cheapening of potatoes by a similar
! methed had cost £5,000,000. The
price of meat had been reduced to so
low a figure that they found retail
butchers’ shops were closing because
the butchers could not pay their way
;at the prices charged, and they had
!had to consider a small increase so

that the men engaged in distributing -

meat might have a reasonable wage
for their services to the country.”

The last sentence emphasizés an
aspect of the guestion which is habit-

of what is called Labour. They as-
sume that the working man is entit-
led to continually expanding wages,
but that he is also entitled to demand
that he shall be supplied with the
things he wants at prices which may
leave no margin at all for the remu-
neration of those who produce them.
This assumption is bound to result in
economic disaster. It is best {llustra-
ted when we are dealing with a com-
modity which s imported from
abroad. American bacon is a useful
'mustra.tion. At the beginning of his
operations Lord Rhondda was some-
what cautious in dealing with bacon,
knowing that if he controlled the
price too rigidly the American firms
who earn a living by supplying this
country with bacon would look for a
market elsewhere. Gradually, how-
ever, he stiffened his policy of price

Britain, The case of butter is equal-
ly striking. The filgures are given in
a letter to Tuesday's Times from
Lord Strachie, who points out that
Lord Rhondda has fixed the price at
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ALL the delights of the varied West Indies reveal

themselves at your very feet without your
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orning and a whole day to enjoy |
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ually ignored by most representatives ;

After Twenty-seven Years of Su
—Swelling ind Pul Has' Dis-
zr’l—- ot a Pain or sn Ache

’ : i R
A most astonishing cure of rheu-

matism- and eczema 'has been report-

rs. Ray is erthusiastic
in telling her many friends how care
was effected. ;

Rheumatism and eczema frequently
go together, and in this case caused
the most keen distress *imaginable.
All the swelling and puffiness result-
ing from many years of rhaumatism
have disappeared, and:there s not a
pain or an dache left. . -

Mr. G. H. Ray, R. R. No. 1, Kin-
cardine, Ont., writes: “Mrs. Ray hes
been using your Kidney-Liver Pills.
She was very bad with rheumatism
and eczema, and had had that fearful
itch for twenty-seven years. It was
simply terrible what she suffered. I
persuaded her to try $1.00 worth of
Dr. Chase’s Kidney-Liver Pills. She is
now on the last box, and let me tell
you she scarcely knows heraclf, she
is so free from both these Jissases.
All the swelling and puffiness caused
by the rheumatism has gone away,
and she has gone down ‘n weight 13%
pounds. She never has an achs nor
nain, biliousness nor sick headache all
these months. She often cays herself
‘How glad I am that I know ‘’kat to
do instead of payines doctors 5o much
to make me worse.”

There is only one way that the
poisons in the blood can be cleaned
away and the cause of pains aad aches
removed, and that is by the healthful
action of the kidneys, liver and onw-
els. Because Dr. Chase’s Kidnev-Liv-
er Pills act directly and sp~cifically
| on these organs and insure their activ-
ity they remove the cause of rheuma-
tism and other dreadfully paiuful and
‘fatal diseases. Ome pill a dose, 25
cents a box, all dealers >r Edmanson,
Bates & Co. Limited, Toronto.

Look for the portrait and signature
i°f A. W. Chase, M.D,, the famous Re-
gelpt Book author, on the box you

uy. '
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which butter imported from Holland
may be sold here at 229s.  per hun-
dredweight, whilst the cost of ‘pro-
ducing such butter is 446s. It is un-
necessary to look any further for an
explanation of the stoppage of the
supply of Dutch butter. A similar
consicderation applies to Danish but-
ter.

When we come to home-grown com-
modities the same forces operate,
but their operation is not quite so
clearly visible, because of the com-
plication of issues involved. The
mcat question is at the moment the
one 'which is perhaps most exciting
the public mind. The farmers assert
as a body that the trouble arises from
{ the fact that Lord Rhondda fixed meat
prices on such a scale that it paid
{ them better to sell their beasts be-
fore they were ready, instead of
keeping them back until they were
in a fatter condition, and -therefore
capable of ylelding more human food
for each beast killed. In the main
this allegation is not disputed. As
regards the retailers of ~meat, Mr.
Clynes himself admitted in the pas-
sage above quoted that It had been
necessary to revise prices because
they had been fixed too low to yleld
a reasonable profit.

If it be asked what then could the
Government have done in place ct
what they have done with such un-

control till these firms decided that it |
no longer paid to send bacon to Great |

pleasant consequences, the answer is
that the Government should have
! dealt with the particular evil which
'had revealed itself. That evil was
!not the rise in prices, but the sus-
Bplcion of I‘profiteering.” Instead of
'dealing with this suspicion, many
! Government spokesmen did their best
to accentuate it by themselves adopt-
ing the word, and thus endorsing the
popular ery. If the Government be-
Heved that this cry was Jjustified,
i they ought to have dealt with it
: specifically. ,They ought to have in-
sisted that producers and retailers of
foodstuffs should be subjected, not to
a limitation of the prices at which
they sold, but to a limitation of the
profits which they pocketed, the sur-
‘plus being handed over to the Ex-
chequer as a contribution to the cost
of the war. In that event the outery
against profiteers would have had no
further basis, and the rise in prices
would have had tho desired end of in-
creasing production and diminishing
consumption. The rcason why the
working classes attached more im-
portance to the suspicion of “profit-
eering” than to the fact of high prices
is sufficiently ebvious. Their own
wages had gone up in the majority of
cases far more than prices had rigen.
In many instances wages have risen.
three or four hundred per cent. since
the war began, in some instances
even more; while prices have only
risen, at most, a hundred per ‘cent.
But the. even more important fact is
that, owing to the partial abolition of
Trade Union rules, and the conse-
quent introduction ‘of - female ‘ labor
into workshops, together with the ex-
tended use. of unskilled labour on
nominally skilled work, the family in-
comes have increased enormously.
Indeed, there is ‘not the slightest

‘| doubt that ‘one ' of the most potent

causes of the rise in prices has bee
: the

consumption. Mtaly~to reverse
this- blunder i8.probably now impos-

_sible; but it has been suggested that
'millers should -be aHowed ‘to issue a
finer grade of flour to be made into a

1 white loaf, which - should  be
sold at-a very much . higher . price
than the standard loaf. Indeed, it i8
open to question whether,  from - the
point of. view of met economy fn the
food supply of the nation, the lower-
ing of the grade of flour was a wise |
measure to take. It is at least pos- |
'sible that we should have obtained af
better result by extracting from:® the
fiour a larger percentage of oﬂa:ls. S0 .
as | to. increase the feeding-stuffs
available for pigs and pouliry, in-'
stead of forcing human beings to eat
a flour of which a certain percentage
is barely digestible.

Buttons.

I amh in the British Army. {
I have more years of service than’
the oldest soldier.

I am more heartily hated by my com—'
l rades then even the Hun. i
I am curséd more frequently {han
anything else in the Army. !
. I fulfil no purpose other than keeping
“Tommy” busy when he is off par-
ade.
waste more of his time than any-
thing else in the Service.
consist of 104 separate parts and
need the constant atfention of the
soldier in whose chargs I nmf
placed.
cause him more punishment than
does strong drink.
am an important factor in the con-
duct of the, war when empioyed in a!
common-sense manner, though, !
cost the taxpayers enough money to!
build countless aeroplancs. l
am not to be found in the business-
like U.S. or practical German arm-!
ies, consequently i
am not cursed by those soldiers,l
neither do I cause them punishment, |
neither do I waste their ‘ime or
their taxpayers’ money.
am an excellent target in the sun/|
and am often the first part of f.heI
soldier to attract the attention of
the Hun sniper. l
am very useful, yea, indispensable
to our enemy and am eagarly col-
lected and sent to Krupp munition
plants when I fall into his hands.
am not so plentiful now as former-
ly, and resent being thrown away
in this manner when I could per-
form a truly useful service
am one of the few remaining relics
of the old pre-war days, when tra-
dition outranked expodition ‘n the
Army. 1
am wondering how long I am guing
to hold my present job, for I know I
am not “doing my bit.” i
F am the unneeessary brass on the
King’s uniform and equipment.
PAUJL HAYES *

You'll Find Them in |
Every Neighbourhood.‘

PEOPLE WHOSE KIDNEY ILLS
DODD’S KIDNEY PILLS HAVE
CURED.

)

]

Mr. Levy, of Liverpool, N.S, Tells How
They Fixed Up His Lame Back and
Other Symptoms of Kidney Trouble.

Liverpool, Black Point, Queen’s Jo.,
(N.8,, Feb. 26th.—(Special.) —With
i his pain in the back all gone and his
other symptoms of kidnéy disease no
longer troubling  him, Mr. Charles E.
Levy, a well known resident here, is
spreading the god news that Dodd’s
Kidney Pills are the right remedy forI
kidney trouble. !

“Yes, I am feeling quite well again.” |
{Mr. Levy says in an Interview. “I
know Dodd’s Kidney Pills aave done
me a great deal of good. I was much
troubled with pain in the back and I
knew from my other symptoms that
the kidneys were the cause of my
trouble.

“I used pills' I got from the doctor,
but I only got worse. So I sent for
Dodd’s Kidney Pills. They fixed me
up. That’s why I advise all suffercrs |
from kidney trouble to wuse Dodd’s|
Kidney Pills.”

If you haven't .used Dodd’s Kidney
Pills ask your neighbors. [n every
neighbourhood you will find some one '
Dodd’s Kidney Pills has cured.

A glass measuring cup and glass
lemon squeezer should be found in|
every kitchen. |

Housewives should remember that
plenty of sleep is as essential as oil/
to ‘an engine.

MOTHERS, LISTEN!

LS

, deal.
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Up the aisle of the crowded Church,
carefully borne, they came,

Hach the sign of a nation’s soal, vivid Qg

as pulsing flame;
Their golden lances held aloft, iheir
billowing colors spread,
With a proud and stately harmony—
the Stars and Stripes at their
head;

Flag of our very inmost heart, scroll: §

- of our deep desire.
With all our strivings snd all our
hopes written in strokes of fire,
With the sting of tears on ocar eye-
lids we  watched its splendid

ce;
And after it came the symbels each of
a strong undaunted race.
Britain, Italy, Belgium, France—oh,
the red and the white, g8
The blue, the green, the black and
gold, in the clear heroic lighi!
Sister nations, fighting all, that a.lll

may yet be free; | D

Five great flags, light the mighty
cords of a marching melody.

As each was borne to the altar,

the
organ-thunders woke, !

And out of the breathing silence the‘? -

battle music broke; . H
Hymns from the souls of the people
—Marseillaise, Brabancoane—

every song as it soundad was3 a

{

And

Belgium! How our hnearts grew
tense with tears too deep %o flow

part of the Perfect One. | €

At the trumpet-call of her sacrifice, §%

the cry of her boundless wos2.
Flaming Italy, steadfast England,
France, with her gracious pow-

er—
When shall her children sing again,
and her ravaged gardens flower?

The voices died, and the strong brave %

chords ceased on the vibrant air.

out of the sighing stillaess

broke forth a wave of prayer—

Prayer for our world wide Uaion,
for justice and liberty,

For the valiant souls that fear not
death, for the peace that yet shall
be

And

Comrades great, we have heard your
call, and the rallying drums that
beat;

We are sick with waiting and long-
ing, we are coming with eager
feet!

See, we have stretched Hur hands to
you, ready to strive and ie,

As, borne along to our Battle Hymn,
the five great flags zo by.

MARION COUTHOUY SMITH.

" The British Navy.

London Daily Telegraph.—The
British Na¥y has vast responsibili-
ties. . It patrols great areas of sea; it
has to meet the constant development
of insidious methods of attack by
submarine and by mines; and the
quantity of shipping that it has to
protect offers a plethora of opportun-
ity to an enterprising foe. The truth
is that the British Navy is engaged in
an hourly contest of wits against the
inventiveness of Germany. With’
their battleships penned in home wa-'
ters, the Germans are put to the
proof in devising subordinate meth-
ods of inflicting loss upon the British
fleets and the commerce protected by
them. We must not be unreasonable
in our expectations.

Constancy our
Great Need.

The Times: We have made great
efforts to employ all that our skill |
and resolution, with the vast wealth |
of the richest Empire in the world,
can provide to save us in the tfmes
of our need. But, having done all
this, we find that our strength is but
weakness, apart from those spiritual
resources which come to those who
devote themselves to the claims of
righteousness. Constancy is our
great need. We must not shrink from
self-sacrifice even to the utmost. We
stand at the bar of conscience and of
history. Before us is that other tri-
bunal before which nations, as well
as individuals must bow when judg-
ment is delivered. The world has
come to its hour of agony. Our Em-
pire must go forth to its supreme or-

“Der Tag”

(From the New York Herald.)

However truculent their talk, the
high officials of Germany well know
that there is no longer hope for the
victor's peace which they have been
holding out to the German people.
The particular value of the strikes,
with -their cry for peace, is an evi-
dence that the German people under-
stand the failure of their war ag-
gression as-well as their rulers do.
If the two elements get together to a
compromise whose purpose is to post-
pone the day of surrender it is be-

i 2

cause neither element  is willing as
yet to frankly acknowledge the truth‘
to the other. There is no lack of
understanding in this and

countries at war with Germany of thei
underlying facts about ‘the Germanl.
situation. It is fully expected that|
the day will come, perhaps
near future, when Prussianism will)
take a last desperate chance with its
army and its navy in an effort to

1 break the bonds that hold Ge;manyf

and’ her allfes fast, as the only pos-
sible means to avert surrender or,

destruction. For that day the na- 3¢
tions: fighting for liberty and civiliza- 82

tlon’ must be fully prepared. To has-
ten the end of Prussianism those

natlons have only to hit and keep on R
hitting with all their might. :

other | €,

in; the | 3¢

.-
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BLAIR'S Great
WHITE SALE

if Saving Money Inter-
ests You.

We can more especially save you a big pot of money on

Ladies’ Readymade White Goods.

$ Before the war the economical and diligent house-
wife would buy piece goods and remnants and save
money by plying her needle to make garments for her-
self and her family. White Goods in the piece to-day
are dxﬂ?cu'lt to get, and in most cases there seems to
be no limit to prices, excepting the blue sky. At the
moment we are offering Ladies” White Garments away
below in price anything that the cleverest needlewo-
man could make from to-day’s materials, and our prices
for these goods are in every case as low or lower than
those of any firm in the city. But some day they will
have to advance fifty per cent. upon the arrival of
newer stocks.

BUY NOW---Our Prices Shout Inmediate
Action,

We are practically giving away

Ladies’ White Embroidered Camisoles.
at 25¢c., 35¢., 45¢., 50c. and upwards.

Ladies’ White Cambric Knickers

at 60c., 70c., 75¢c. and upwards.

Ladies’ White Embroidered Underskirts
at 50c., 60c., 70c., 80c., 95¢c., $1.00 and upwards.
No! We didn’t steal this lot of Skirts. Some of

them per}_laps are a bit narrow in the width, but then
the price is a very narrow one.

Ladies’ White Emb’d Princess Underskirts
at $1.00, $1.20, $1.45, $1.65 and upwards.

Ladies’ White Embroidered Night Dresses
at 85¢c., $1.20, $1.40, $1.50, $1.60 and upwards.

Ladies’ Combinations and Chemises

appear to be_gaining in popularity, and we can show a
very special assortment of dainty goods in these.

All the above goods are made from White Cam-
brics and Longeloths, but we can give you all of them
in White Flannelette also at very low prices.

Although we are most enthusiastic about our phil-
anthropic prices for Ladies’ White Wear, we can give
you a few specials in White Goods in the piece. We
are showing:

White Embroidery Cambries ( or Madapolams)

37 inches wide, at 22c., 32¢. and 37¢. per yard.

White Organdy Muslins and Irish Linons

at pre-war prices.

White Middy Twill

for making Middy Blouses, Dresses, etc., 34 inches
wide, only 27¢. yard.
This is very strong and we have even sold some of this
for boats’ sails, as it has been so difficult to obtain the
proper boat sail Drills. But we warn all fishermen to
tie up such sails securely at night or in the morning
they may find a blouse length cut off.

We ‘have also

A 1ot of White Mercerised or Satin
Drills and Jeans in Remnants,

averaging 30c. yard.

These will wear forever and can be used for multitu-
dinous purposes, as many of the ends match one an-
other. We suggest Ladies’ and Misses White Skirts,
Jumper Blouses and Coats, Little Boys’ Suits, Blouses
and Pants, Barbers’ and Grocers’ Coats, Painters’
Overalls.

We have some other White materials that are good
values; but we have such small quantities we are not
mentioning them, as only the early buyers will get
them. Our stock of

White Curtain Serims

is second to none in town. They are the very latest
styles, lace and guipure edged, and will appeal to the
most fastidious.

While this Sale continues we shall be looking out
and offering many other White Goods which we can-
not mention here, but which you will find all good '’

values.




