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MS. BLAIR’S CHARGE IS SUSTAINED.

It is with regret that we learn from the 
evidence given before the committee ap­
pointed to investigate the receipts of the 
Receiver General from the Clerk of the 
Pleas that the charge made by Mr. Blair, 
and so emphatically denied by the 
Receiver General, namely, that larger 
sums had been received from the Clerk 
than were acknowledged in the public 
accounts, and had been paid out without 
sanction of law, has been fully sustained. 
The evidence, which we publish else­
where, will show how clearly the above 
/acts have been made out, and with the 
emphatic words of Mr. Wedderbum yet 
ringing in our ears, when he hurled back 
the charge and pronounced it an unmi­
tigated slander, we feel that the (govern­
ment, and with it the country, has been 
humiliated. It is bad enough that the 
public accounts should not be correct; 
although people hàd got somewhat used 
toit; but it is a disgrace to representative 
institutions to have it established beyond 
a question that the declaration of the 
officer who is entrusted with the public 
funds—that the solemn declaration of 
such an officer, made to the Assembly 
with all the formality with which an offi­
cial declaration can be invested, and upon 
occasion when a member of the Assembly 
has demanded a committee of enquiry 
into the act of the Government, that such 
a declaration is not worth the breath 
with which the words are spoken. No 
charge could have been more plainly 
made, more squarely denied and more 
fully proved. We refer our readers to 
the evidence for the details of the seve­
ral years ; but for the purpose of helping 
ing them to arrive at an understanding of 
the facts; we will explain them as they 
apply to the last fiscal year. The law 
says that all the fees received in the office 
of Clerk of the Pleas shall be paid to the 
Receiver- General. The receipts of 1881 
were $1,719.71." Mr. Carman under oath 
stated that of this sum he paid to the 
Receiver General in cash and by a check 
of some two or three years’ standing, 
$1,100 ; that by authority of the Govern­
ment he paid $200 to Mr. Bliss, and the 
balance was expended in office contin­
gencies. The Receiver General only ad­
mitted in the public accounts the receipt 
of $836.26, and denied in the House that 
he had received any more. Yet Mr. 
Wedderbum knows, if he knows anything, 
that he actually and in point of law re­
ceived $1,300. Every dollar of the 
$1,719.71 should have gone into the 
Treasury and been drawn only by war­
rant ; but without making any point of 
the fact that Mr. Carman was allowed to 
charge his office contingencies against the 
moneys he had in hand, a practice whiçh, 
though reprehensible in principle, has 
not been abused by that gentleman ; it 
is shown clearly that only one half the 
fees had been so paid out, and that the 
balance, public money, remember, which 
the House had a right to appropriate, has 
been used by the Government without 
sanction of law. Since 1874 the estimates 
have contained one item, “for clerk to the 
Clerk of the Pleas, $400,” and the Province 
thought that was all that was paid him ; 
but every year he has received $200 more, 
not by a vote of the House, not by authori ' y 
of an Act of Assembly, but by the mere 
motion of the Government. Anything 
more directly in violation of the consti­
tutional privileges of the Legislature can­
not be imagined. We are not discussing 
whether or not Mr. Bliss has enough 
salary. That is a question for the House 
to determine, and they have shown no 
disposition to be niggardly ; but we wish 
to condemn in the strongest possible 
terms the payment of the people’s money 
without authority of law. It will be re­
membered that in 1874 the Government 
undertook to displace Mr. Botsford from 
the Clerkship of the Legisl tive Council 
and put Mr. Bliss in his office. In this 
they were defeated, and now the countiy 
learns for the first time that the last 
named gentleman has been receiving 
ever since that time an addition to his 
salary which did not appear in the public 
accounts. Again we ask, how can the 
statement in the Auditor General’s ac­
count of receipts $836.26 be reconciled 
with Mr. Carman’s statement that he paid 
$1,100. The two cannot be reconciled by 
any possible evidence; so that the Pro­
vincial Secretary stands convicted of pre­
senting an incorrect financial statement. 
We hope the House will hasten to mark 
this unconstitutional conduct with the 
strongest mark of disapproval possible 
under our legislative system. Men are 
not fit to be trusted in office an hour who 
will use the public funds without sanction 
of law, and have the brazen effrontery to 
deny it in the face of plain testimony.

The Storm.—The recent heavy rain storm 
ili rUost unprecedented at this season of the 
year, and it is feared that it will have a bad 
effect on lumbering operations. The snow 
rapidly disappeared under the steady rain 
and the ice ran* out of the Nashwaak 
River, breaking up the ice in the main river, 
directly opposite. , In the city the walking 
has been very unfootable, and in some places 
dangerous, from the slippery walks. The 
back streets are flooded in many places. 
Many cellars are filled, and in some instances 
apartments on the ground floors have been 
rendered too moist for occupation.

HOUSE OF A88EHBLY.
FRIDAY, Feb. 24.

AFTERNOON SESSION.
The House met at 2.30.
MrBarberie gave notice of enquiry if the 

Government intended making any change in 
the law relating to timber lands or in the 
system of licensing the same, and when such 
changes would come in force if such was 
done.

Mr Colter gave notice of motion commit­
ting his lumber survey bill for Tuesday next.

House adjourned until 10 o’ clock Saturday 
morning.

SATURDAY, Feb 25.
The House met at 10 o’clock, and after 

routine the bill to incorporate the AuEilliary 
Bible Society of New Brunswick was passed 
and sent up to the Legislative Council for 
concurrence.

- Mr Hill reported from the Committee on 
Municipalities in favor of the bill relating to 
the elêction of County Councillors.

The Speaker left the chair until 11.45.
The House met at 11.45, when the Hon. 

Surveyor General laid on the table the Re­
port of the Crown Lands office for the year 
1881.

The Order of the Day was then taken up.
The following enquiry by Mr White (Carle- 

ton) stood :—
By what authority were the members of 

this Assembly paid $6 eAch to buy stationery 
at the last session of the Legislature and 
also if any person or persons other than the 
Clerks and members of the House have been 
supplied with stationery from the Clerk’s 
table during the present session; also is S 
Ball a servant or page of this House; if so 
what is the character of his work and how long 
has he been employed? Was the money paid 
him at the last session in full for all services 
and if not what amount is still due? .

Mr. Black moved as follows :—
Resolved, That an humble address be pre­

sented to His Honor the Lieutenant Governor 
praying that His Honor may be pleased to 
cause to be laid before the House a detailed 
statement of all sums of money received by 
the Provincial Government, from the Do­
minion Government, from the 1st day of Jan­
uary, 1881, to this date, with the dates of 
such payments, together with the rate of in­
terest and amount of interest, if any, charged 
against this Province : Also, copies of all 
accounts relating to and in any way connected 
with the financial relations of the two Gov­
ernments, and a statement of any and all ex­
isting claims made by the Dominion Govern­
ment against the Government of this Prov­
ince.

Hon. Provincial Secretary said the papers 
of last year gave the hon. gentleman the in­
formation he needed, but the papers would 
be furnished if desired.

Mr. Black said he was satisfied with last 
year’s papers, so far as they went, but be 
wanted further information, and would press 
his motion. ,

The rales were suspended in order to allow 
Mr. Hill to introduce a bill entitled an Act 
to incorporate the Riley Point Wharf Com­
pany.

Mr. Johnson moved as follows, and spoke 
at some length to it :—

That a committee be appointed, to consist 
of one member from each county, to appor­
tion the bye-road money for the ensuing year.

Messrs. White (Carleton) and Butler spoke 
in support of the resolution.

Mr. Sayre said he was in favor of the reso­
lution.

Mr. Willis thought that a thorough and ac­
curate statement of the mileage of the bye 
roads of the Province should be furnished 
before this House was asked to take any ac­
tion in this connection.

Messrs. Hanington and Hill spoke to the 
resolution.

On being put to a vote, the motion was 
lost.

Rule 186 was suspended in order to allow 
Hon. Mr. Perley to introduce a bill to author­
ize the County Councillors of the Parish of 
Blissville, Sunbury County, to sell certain 
lands.

Mr. Barbarie moved for the returns of the 
Engineer, not previously laid before' the 
House, on which the Government had paid 
subsidy to the Grand Southern Railway.

The Hon. Provincial Secretary said the in­
formation would be furnished.

Mr. Black moved as follows :—
Resolved, That an humble address be pre­

sented to His Honor the Lieutenant Governor 
praying that His Honor may be pleased to 
cause to be laid before this House a full and 
detailed statement of all liabilities incurred 
by the Government in the construction of 
the new Parliament Buildings, and the names 
of all persons or corporations with whom 
such liabilities have been created, so that the 
full and complete cost for construction of 
said building shall be laid before the House ; 
also a statement in detail of all purchases 
and expenditures authorized or made by the 
Department of Public Works or any other 
department of tbe Government (and from 
whom made) for heating, lighting, furnish­
ing, altering, changing, cleaning and com­
pleting tbe whole interior arrangements of 
the said Building, so that the total cost of 
construction and equipment of the said 
Building shall be laid before the House; also 
a full and detailed statement of all moneys 
paid and dates of such payments, to whom 
paid, either on supervision or construction 
account, or any other account hereby refer­
red to, and also a statement showing from 
whence the funds expended in the construc­
tion of the said Building or in any way ex­
pended in aid of or in connection with the 
construction account or any other account 
hereby referred to has been procured, and at 
what date or dates, and on what terms and 
under what authority.

Hon Provincial Secretary said that the 
papers that bad not been already laid on the 
table would be furnished.

Mr Willis moved the following enquiry 
for Mr Blair :

Is it the intention of the Government to 
make appointments to fill all the vacancies, 
or any of them, in the Legislative Council, 
and if èo, is it their intention to make such 
appointments before the close of this present 
session ?

The Provincial Secretary said the Govern­
ment intended making the appointments to 
the Legislative Council, and had the matter 
under their serious consideration.

Mr Willis moved for Mr Blair as follows :
That a return, showing the nature and 

amount of the estate of John E. Woodforde, 
which was recovered bv the Auditor General 
of the Province on the behalf of the Province 
from Mr John Edwards, the administrator of 
the estate, the amount of cash paid over by 
the said administrator, the amount on 
deposit in the banks, together with the 
amounts of the mortgages, notes and other 
securities transferred to the Auditor General; 
also a statement of the securities realized 
and monies collected, and the sales thereof, 
and the sums now lying to the credit of that 
fund.

In the absence of Mr Blair, the motion 
stood.

The House went into committee on Mr 
Sayre’s bill in regard to the contested elec

tions of County Councils, Mr Lynott in the 
chair.

The Committee rose for dinnerat 1 o’ clock.
AFTERNOON SESSION.

The House resumed its sitting in committee 
on Mr Sayre’s bill relating'to the contested 
elections of Municipal ities, Mr Lynott in the. 
chair at 2.30. m. ”

Mr Sayre said the bill relaied to the trial 
of contested elections of Mnnicipàlities. The 
way provided under the present act was, he 
thought, insufficient. These Councils were 
important bodies, and he thought it right 
that some better provisions were made for 
trying their contested elections. Very 
often the causes were not of sufficient im­
portance to- no before the Supreme Court, 
and it was well to have a cheap and speedy 
local court. An objection to the power being 
vested in the Council itself was apparent in 
the fact that owing to the manner in which 
the business was carried on, the member 
whose seat was contested took part in the 
proceedings of two sessions of (he Council 
before his case was settled one way or 
the other, which was wrong. The Clerk of 
the Peace, he thought, was the best and pro­
per person to try these causes. The Judge 
of the County Court would perhaps be the 
best, but as there is usually only one Judge 
to four counties, and he was only resident of 
one, he had concluded that the Clerk of the 
Peace was the best pegMn, provision being 
made in case he was disqualified. The pro­
visions of the bill against bribery and cor­
ruption were stringent and, he thought, 
necessary; and he went on toiname reasons 
for taking measures to secure the purity of 
these elections. He thought the principle of 
the bill would commend itself to this honor­
able House.

Hon Mr Hanington opposed the bill, and 
said he would go for upholding the present 
Act as it now stands until it had been proved 
inefficient. He held that tbe tribunal of the 
Council would be one in every case that 
would have the confidence of the country. 
The working of the bill would be found more 
expensive than if the cases were tried in the 
Supreme or County Courts, as those bodies 
were already established by law, with paid 
salaries. It would be found a different mat­
ter with the Clerks of the Peace, as they 
would not always be ready to leave their 
business, and it would be unfair to compel 
them to leave by law at any time the Muni­
cipality called them. He could not see that 
the Clerk of the Peace was a proper officer 
simply because he was always on the spot 
any more than tile Council or County Court 
Judge. Until the tribunals it is in the power 
of the councils to appoint to try these cases 
have proved themselves incompetent, in his 
judgment it would be unwlsetointerfere with 
the law in this regard. He said that -by this 
bill they would be constituting a tribunal 
that was unnecessary and not customary to 
be established in this country, as the officers 
named had not the power to act in the judi­
ciary capacity ; and until tl^present state o 
affairs is found inoperative-ana inefficient, h 
would not favor disturbing it.

Mr. Blair said all knew that for many 
years the old mode of trying these cases had 
been in vogue in this Province and he had 
no hesitation in saying (hat the present law 
was a failure. Experience showed that 
these cases should be tried before A com­
petent tribunal and before an impartial and 
disinterested judiciary. All the experience 
that has been gathered in regard to the trial 
of these cases is against their trial by the 
Municipal Council. At any rate some com­
petent and disinterested body should be 
searched for. It was not stated that the 
Council were incompetent to try these 
cases or that they cannot legally try them, 
but that they cannot efficiently try them. 
The law gives them the power to say how 
these trials shall be regulated—to make 
provision or regulation as to how they shall 
be tried—but not by whom. The member 
who introduced the bill had found out a 
want in this connexion and deserved credit 
for bringing the matter Legisla­
tive. But while he agreed with the principle 
of the bill, he could not atfree with the 
advisability- of conferring the powers on 
the Clerks of the Peace which the bill did, 
and hoped that the honorable member who 
introduced the bill would agree to a further 
consideration of the question in order that 
some other proper tribunal might be ap­
pointed. A deputy jupge might be appointed 
to test the validity of elections.

Mr. Sayre said he was not desirous of press­
ing the bill at present, and perhaps another 
tribunal might be suggested, but it had oc­
curred to his mind that the Clerk of the Peace 
was the fittest person. He would agree to 
report progress with leave to sit again.

Mr. Hanington wished to be understood as 
saying that, until the present -system was 
proved inefficient, the iaw, as it now stands, 
should not be changed in any way, and he 
thought that the Councils were as fit to try 
these cases as any tribunal of delegated au­
thority. The result of this bill would be to 
crowd out some yqung and deserving men 
who bad not the means to fight these con­
tested cases before the tribunal established 
by the-bill. It would be an expensive tri­
bunal any way, whether tried lyr the Clerks 
of the Peace or before a County Court Judge, 
and it would be better to have- them tried 
before some responsible body than before a 
Judge who was responsible to no one but him­
self. We should hesitate before establishing 
such a tribunal under this bill, and tbe rights 
and privileges appertaining to the Councils 
should not be shorn off them until they have 
proved themselves incompetent. That there 
was no petition from any Municipality of the 
Province in favor of this bill before the House, 
was a reason that the Legislature should hesi­
tate before passing this bill.

Mr. Davidson said they had thought in his 
county that it was better to endure the evil 
they had “than fly to another that they 
knew not of.” He thought that the tribunal 
should be paid by some other means than the 
fees arising from the causes they tried. He 
was opposed to this bill, as there was another 
measure before the committee on Municipali­
ties in amendment of the law, which he 
thought would make it perfect, and render 
this proposed bill unnecessary.

Mr. Morton said he was in favor of the bill, 
and thought that the Clerks of the Peace 
were proper and fit personsto try'Such cases. 
He did not think it would foe' an' expensive 
tribunal, as was held by the hon.- gentleman 
from Westmorland.

Mr. Sayre said if the hon. members would 
1Ô5ÎTinto the bill, they would find that the 
expense of trial before a Clerk of the Peace 
could not be large, as the cost of such trial 
was left blank and could be filled up with 
any sum by this honorable house. He held 
that the fact of the Clerk of the Peace getting 
his salary from the Council, or being ap­
pointed by that body, could not affect the 
question at all. The expenses of bringing 
witnesses could not be any greater for trial 
before Clerks of the Peace than before a com­
mittee of a Council, or before a County Court 
Judge. A remedy was needed in this respect 
and he aid not care what tribunal was decided 
upon so long as it was not the County Coun­
cil, as at present.

The Hon. Surveyor General said it would 
lead to more litigation, and tbe bill would 
compel the Clerk of the Peace to leave his 
own professional work and go somewhere 
and sit as a Judge, which was an injustice. 
He would favor a scale of fees instead of a 
lump sum, or so much per diem ; but thought 
that the present law could meet all the exi­
gencies that might arise at present.

Mr. Ritchie said that very few of these cases 
ever were contested. The committee of the 
Council was appointed to decide on whether 
or not one of their own number shall 
sit or not. We all know what a friendly 
feeling there is among legislators. They have 
a long recess from January to June, and even 
then have not made up their minds, and the 
matter lays over until January again, and by 
that time another election is upon them. He 
cited a parallel case in civic politics in Saint 
John, and said he thought that procedure 
under this act was expensive. He thought, 
however, that there was a wrong, and that 
some more speedy means of settling contested 
elections should be had. He did not think 
Clerks of the Peace were proper officers. He 
was glad to see that the matter had been 
brought up, and hoped that such suggestions 
and amendments as had been proposed would 
enable the committee to prepare a practical 
law.

Mr. White (Carleton) tBought that there 
would be a good deal of expense connected 
with the trial of contested elections before 
such a tribunal as would be established by 
the bill, and made the suggestion that the 
trial of contested elections to the County 
Councils be tried by the Parish Court Com­
missioners, as a cheap and speedy means of 
arriving at a conclusion. With regard to 
bribery and corruption he suggested that this 
should be met in the same manner as that 
provided for under the Dominion Election 
Act.

Mr. Hutchison said the law gave the Coun­
cils power to make regulations for the trial 
of cases of contested elections, bat no hon. 
member had shown or mentioned what regu­
lations any of the Councils had made under 
this section, and, probably, if the House had 
these regulations before it, much light might 
be got on the subject. He wanted to know 
why, after having given the Councils power 
to make the regulations, the Legislature 
should step in and say, “We shall make 
them for yon,” unless it appeared that the 
regulations they had made were not good 
ones, or were not properly carried out. On 
this ground he would oppose the bill.

Progress was reported with leave to sit 
again.

Mr. Johnson gave notice of motion for 
Thursday next.

Mr. Hill’s bill to incorporate the Riley 
Point Wharf Company was read a first time

Mr. McLellan introduced a bill entitled 
“An Act to amend 44th Victoria, Chapter 3, 
intituled an Act to authorize the Town of 
Portland to issue debentures to provide for 
the payment of debentures issued under the 
authority of the Common SchooU Act 1871."

The House then adjourned until 10 o’clock 
Monday morning.

MONDAY, FEB. 27.

Debate on the Eastern Extension Claims.
After routine business
Dr. Vail moved as follows :■—
-That an humble address be presented 

t# His Honor the Lt. Governor praying 
that His Honor will cause to be laid 
before the House a copy of all correspon- 
dehce which has taken place with the 
Dominion Government respecting the 
eastern extension claim together with 
the report of any delegation on the sub­
ject and the expenses thereof; alsffany 
minutes of Council relating thereto.

Mr. Blair said that information respect­
ing the Eastern Extension claims, had 
been asked foe last year and although 
the Government had promised to bring 
it down, the session had been allowed to 
pass away without any being given. On 
several occasions the Provincial Secretary 
had referred to this claim, and he had on 
one occasion at least gone somewhat fully 
into a discussion of it ; but the House 
bad not yet been put in possession of any 
definite information. The claims, as ex­
plained, seemed satisfactory, and the 
country had been for a long time looking 
forward to their early adjustment, but 
nothing had come of them, and to all ap­
pearances they were as far off being paid 
as ever. How comes it, he would ask, 
that notwithstanding the strong assurance 
of the Government that these claims 
were to be paid, assurances going so far 
that on one occasion we were told that 
the Dominion Government had promised 
to put them in the estimates of that year, 
how comes it, in view of this, that the 
claims have not been settled and the 
money found its way into the Treasury of 
the Province, where we are told of right 
it belongs. It seems as though there 
must be some difficulty in the way of the 
final adjustment of this matter, which 
the Government have not yet disclosed, 
and of which it is their deliberate pur­
pose to keep the House ignorant. There 
can be no good purpose served by a policy 
of concealment. If the Dominion Gov­
ernment, on investigating the subject, 
have come to the conclusion that the 
claim is not one which should be paid, 
the House.ought to know it, in order that 
no further calculations might be made oil 
the probability of this money being re­
ceived. He would proceed to give what 
to his mind appeared to be tne true state

of facts. These claims had grown out of 
a contract for the construction of what 
was known as the Eastern Extension, 
which contract was made with a Company 
called by some the International Contract 
Company and by others Clark, Punchard 
& Co. To this Company the Gov­
ernment agreed to pay a subsidy 
of $10,000 per mile, with ah ad­
ditional allowance for land damages, 
amounting to $200 per mile. There was 
one question which he had not been en­
tirely able to settle to his satisfaction, and 
that was, whether the road when con­
structed was to be the property of the 
Government or of Clark, Punchard & 
Co. If it was the property of the Govern­
ment, then they were in a position to 
make a demand upon the Dominion 
authorities and receive the money—any 
amount which might be found due on a 
revaluation of the road—for the benefit 
of the Province ; but if the road was the 
property of the Company, he could not 
see how the $150,000, if it ever was paid, 
could find its way to the Provincial 
exchequer. Upon this point he wanted 
information, and he hoped the Govern­
ment would be able to give it in such a 
manner as to set all doubts at rest. He 
did not wish to be understood as casting 
any doubt upon the right of the Province 
to receive the amount; but there had 
been a report afloat that the Government 
had agreed to take $150,000 in full of 
all claims, which amount had been paid 
some time ago, and that by virtue of the 
agreement with those gentlemen, any 
balance which was received would go to 
the contractors whom he had named. 
The House was entitled to the fullest 
information upon this point. It may be 
that this amount of $150,000 is to go to 
Clark, Punchard & Co., according to the 
view which the Dominion Government 
takes, and that this is the reason of the 
delay in closing the matter up. Honor­
able members must feel satisfied that 
there exists some difficulty in the way 
about which the House has not been in­
formed, otherwise "the case would have 
been more promptly attended to by the 
authorities at Ottawa. The House ought 
to know if the $150,000 is in fact claimed 
by Clark, Punchard & Co., and it is due 
from the Government to the House and 
the country that the fullest information 
be given on the subject.

The Attorney General said that fhe 
claim arose as had been stated by his 
colleague from the County of York. In 
1869 strong representation had been made 
to the Dominion Government, negotia­
tions had been had with the contractors, 
and arrangements made by which Clark, 
Punchard & Co. were settled with in full 
for their claims against the local Govern­
ment. The Province had put $400,000 
into the road, and had got $250,000 hack.

Mr. Blair—Who were to be the owners 
of the road when it was completed ?

The Attorney General__Clark, Punch­
ard & Co. In 1869 the Government had 
no option but to take the sum offered 
them, as they had sixty days only given 
them to decide whether they would take 
the amount offered or see the Intercolo­
nial built as a rival line ; but the Govern-, 
ment has always insisted that they should 
get a better price. The Government is 
not aware that there has been any inter­
ference by Clark, Punchard & Co. to pre­
vent the payment of the $150,000 
to the Province. An order in 
Council was made at Ottawa in 1879 re­
ferring it to the Government Engineer, 
who had come to Fredericton and had 
made a report. He (the Attorney Gen­
eral) did not feel at liberty to say what 
that report was ; but the matter was 
under the consideration of the Dominion 
Government, and he expected a decided 
answer at an early day,

Mr. Blair—I would like to ask the 
honorable member if Clark, Punchard & 
Co.’s receipt is not a qualified one such 
as the Province gave and if the $250,000 
which the Government received was not 
to induce them to use their influence to 
help the contractors get rid of the road?

Mr. Barbarie said the House had heard 
of these claims ever since its first session 
and it was a wonderful thing that here 
at the eleventh hour they were not more 
fully advanced. The present state of 
things was very unsatisfactory to the 
House and the country. It looked as 
though the Government were saving the 
question as one to go tS the country on ; 
but he was of the same opinion now as 
when he first came to the House, when 
he had expressed his fear that the 
Province would never see a dollar of the 
money.

The Provincial Secretary said the 
Dominion Government had not yet 
promised to pay the amount. The 
amount had been settled,but the abstract 
right of New Brunswick to receive it was 
an open question between the local and 
the Dominion Governments. All the 
papers on the subject had been sub­
mitted to the House in 1880 and would 
be found in the journals of that year. 
He proceeded to read extracts from the 
journals and when he had concluded 
doing so the House took recess until 
2.30.

afternoon session.

The House met at 2.30, when the dis­
cussion on the enquiry respecting the 
Eastern. Railway claim was continued.

Mr. Black said no one would regret 
more than he that the Province should 
not receive the money, but there should 
be, he thought, some more definite in­
formation in regard to this claim laid

before the House, at this, its 'closing 
session.

Hon. Mr. Landry said he had expressed 
himself quite strongly on this subject once 
before. He saw reasons why the claims 
had not been paid up to the present time. 
The Government had done everything 
they could, and he was of the opinion 
that the matter would be adjusted—that 
it would be paid in a short time. He 
thought that it wquld be best for both 
sides of the House to join hands in the 
effort to get this claim. They had taken 
such steps that he fully believed that a 
final settlement would be made and the 
claim paid ; and it was a just and equita­
ble one. He thought (hat the informa­
tion asked for by his hon. friend would be 
fortcoming, but it was thought advisable 
to have the discussion first.. He believed 
that in a very short time—probably within 
this session—the claim would be adjusted 
in such,a way that we would be in a fair 
way to receive the money. The negotia­
tions were entirely between two Govern­
ments, and a limited time was given New 
Brunswick to accept the terms. The 
Dominion Government paid $894,000 and 
of this Clark, Punchard & Co. received all 
except the $250,000 paid the Province. 
They were accepted as a matter in full of 
the claim,but the construction costa good 
deal more—some $8,000 a mile more. 
The Province has received no benefit out 
of this, and it was right the Dominion 
Government should pay over the amount 
thus paid out by New Brunswick. We 
say that they had 'taken the road away 
from us and made it a part of the Inter­
colonial Railway ; we get ho benefit from 
it and they should pay this claim.

Mr. Willis said he failed to gather that 
the full information was on our own re­
cords or on those of the Dominion Gov- 
emment,. He did not see why there 
should be a disposition on the part of the 
Government to withhold any information. 
The claim was a good one and had fre­
quently been laid before the Dominion 
Government, and he did not see why the 
Government should withhold anything 
concerning thesé negotiations. Hé was 
disposed to move an amendment to the 
resolution, as he thought that the hon. 
mover should have gone further. He 
moved to "add the following words to the 
resolution :—

“ Together with all copies of all memo­
randa and agreements between the Gov­
ernment of this Province and Clark, Pun­
chard & Co., and of all receipts and me­
moranda signed by the latter and in pos­
session of the Government.”

The Hon. Mr. Hanington • said, the 
hon. member who had just spoken seemed 
to think that the Government should 
give any information that might be de­
sired. The Government of this country 
had no desire or intention "to withhold 
any information that should be made 
public in accordance with the usage of 
responsible government. The Opposition 
were making a great mistake ; and the 
course which they are taking is calculated 
to militate against the claims of the 
Province. There was no reason to doubt 
but what the claim woulçl be settled. He 
believed that, at a very early day, it 
would be adjusted and that we would 
have the benefit of this money.

Mr. Blair said he would avail himself of 
the privilege of speaking to the amend­
ment and in doinz so would take up the 
remarks of the Chief Commissioner of 
Public Works in regard to the statement 
that he made bearing reference to the 
amount of money paid for this railway. 
He was indebted to the hon. gentleman 
for this piece of information, and he 
would acknowledge this indebtedness. 
When he had asked what the -intentions 
of the Government were he was in search 
of information, and he could assure the 
hon. gentleman from Westmorland, 
(Hanington) that whenever he wanted 
any information he would not apply to 
him but would turn to some one of more 
authority if not of more power of lungs. 
No one had ever cast any doubts upon 
the validity 5f the claims ; no hon. gen­
tleman had said that they were not just, 
equitable and valid. He had heard mem­
bers say that there were rumors "abroad 
concerning these claims, and they wanted 
to know from the Government just how 
the matter stands ; but the hon. gentle­
man from Westmorland had not thrown 
any light on the subject. They had failed 
to satisfy the House that any harm would 
be done the country from this opening 
up of the negotiations concerning these 
claims. He could not see how life and 
vitality could be brought into the claims 
by such assertions as had been made by 
the hon. gentleman from Westmorland, 
and he might have been better occupied 
with something else this afternoon—say 
his bill in reference to Municipalities, 
upon which he had been engaged. But 
it had brought out the fact that Clark, 
Punchard & Co. had owned this 
road ; that they made arrangements with 
the Dominion Government to take the 
road, and that the Government of this 
Province was induced to accept this 
agreement. The whole amount paid by 
the Dominion Government on this railway 
was $894,000, and we have now the 
authority of the Chief Commissioner of 
Public Works,for sayifig that the amount 
to be paid Clarke, Punchard & Company 
was the whole amount, with the exception 
of $250,000, which was to go to this 
Province. We should be fully informed 
with regard to these facts ; let us 
know the truth and let nothing be 
concealed. When he had approached 
the Government for information he 
went where. he thought he could get


