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years ago, when the Per,insular Com
pany built their first screw steamers, the 
government hesitated to accept it as a 
mail packet. Now one-half the large fleet 
of that company consists of screw steam
ers, and a short time since, out of 40 
large mail packets in the Southampton 
jdocks, upwards of 20 of therp were 
screws. By the improvements in the 
build and machinery of these steapiers 
they have attained enormous speed, and 
afiortl immense capacity for cargo .with 
comparatively small expenditure of fuel.

What wilt ultimately be the sustained 
and wotking speed of steam-packets ? 
When railroads were first thought of a 
speed of 10 miles an hour was all that 
was anticipated ; yet a sustained speed 
of 60 miles and a working one of 40 
piles an hour have been attained. Steam
ers, pf course, can never compete with 
railways in speed, because the resistance 
of the atmosphere and wheel friction is 
much less than that of water ; but the 
speed of steam-vessels has been gra
dually increasing. Io the eaily govern
ment mail steam-packet contracts 9 
miles an hour was the stipulated speed. 
It was afterwards increased to 10 miles, 
and latterly to nearly 1^ miles an hour. 
The working and paying speed is usu
ally 5*cr 6 miles an hour less than the 
experimental one» A steamer without 
any cargo on board, going over the 
measured mile in Stokes Bay, in smooth 
water, is yery different from the same 
steamer deeply laden crossing the Bay 
of Biscay or the Atlantic Ocean. The 
Persia, however, qn her recent celebrat
ed quick yoyage from New York to 
Liverpool, must have a y et aged 13 miles 
an hour for 216 snccesssiv.e hours, This 
may be considered then as the standard 
at present of a sustained profitable speed 
for ocean steam-ships. Take the fast
est steamer now afloat, and she would, 
if unladen, and in smooth water, without 
any wind, tide, or current to overcome, 
run at the rate of upwards of 18 miles an 
hour. Now, when it is considered what 
is the resistance which water must offer 
to a ship, and that the speed of a brisk 
wind is only 15 miles an hour, the tri
umphs already achieved in ship-build
ing are indeed something marvellous

QUEBEC PIRACY.

Mr. H. Fry, Llyod’s agent at Que
bec, writes the following to the London 

Times Permit me to call your
attention to the lamentable and disgrace
ful state of affairs existing at this port. 
The crimping system has now reached 
such a pitch tna'jfc the force of law isporn- 
pletely set at defiance, the life pf a 
British shipmaster in a British port is 
no longer safe, and piracy stalks abroad 
unchecked, in the midst of a British 
population, and tinder the very walls of 
a Brit sh fortress. Night after night 
ships in the hrjboqr are boarded by 
crimps well armed With rpvolyers, the 
crews carried off, the masters and offi
cers are threatened with instant death il 
they resist, arid the owners’ property 
plundered. And for this state of things 
the authorities here either cannot or will 
not find a remedy. I can cite scores of 
instances to prove the truth ol the above. 
Let one or two specimens suffice. Here 
is one Qn Tuesday night fast, the 
trig Regina was boarded at eleven p.rp. 
by four boats, one tin each bow, and one 
on each quarter. A man from eacji 
bgait carpe on board, armed with pistols 
and clubs,.daring the mate and second 
mate to speak a word, at the peril pi 
their lives ; one of them presented a 
pistol to the mate’s breast. They took 
three of the men With them, as it appear
ed, against their wish; the man who 
resolutely refused had Ids chest broken 
open, and his clothes stolen ; they also 
pfple pi 1 the spare lines $hat were on deck.

Last night the Regina was boarded again 
by probably the same scoundrels, when 
one, barefoot, went to the captain’s 
stateroom and endeavoured to steal his 
chronometer and se.vtanj ; his wife gave 
the alarm. He then blew out the can
dle, jumped into his boat, cut the painter, 
and escaped before the crew could come 
to the rescue. The captain was during 
the time at Montreal on business*’
Another :—The crimps induce two poor 
foolish creatures to sue for 13 months' 
wages, due to them for service on board 
the M. A. Peters, hoping to grab some 
£30 from each, besides £6, one-half 
tjieir homeward wages. The police 
magistrate decides that there is some 
flaw in the wording of the articles, and 
orders payment. *■ We remove it by 
certiorari to the superior court, in order 
to defeat the crimps., when a body of 
them go on board armed, take possession 
of the ship, and defy all the police in 
the place to remove them until the 
wages are paid. During the whole ol 
this season we have paid £J0 to £15? 
sterling per month for sailors ; the ma
jority ol ships lose the whole or a 
portion of their crews, and tire dead loss 
to British shipowners engaged in this 
trade will r.o'. be less than f 100,COO lor the lives and properly of Conception
sterling for ihe present season alor e. jj Bli> ,M,en to tl,f7 “re more than
Now, sir, if the authorities here are |j eiitrtled. _
powerless, can-it be that with, so many!! Justlce 10 one of <™r members, Mr. 
armed ships lying idle we are to be left f rend ergo st,we would state that he did
a prey to pirates in a British port and 
under the very shadow of the British 
flag ? Let but a single case of this kind 
occur on the coast of Morocco, and 
forth- with g whole fleet is despatched 
to punish the offenders.

of shoals, current, &c., and frequently 
faii to catch sight of the light established 
on ihat shore—which light, he adds, 
reyolyes too slowly to be as serviceable 
as it should be ; and although thanks to 
correct reckoning and good judgment, 
shipwreck is not a thing of frequent 
occurrence on Baccaloo ; yet, within 
the lapse of a few years, several have oc
curred there, and many,lives been sacri
ficed, owing to the absence ol a Light 
upon that Island ;—we have been fur
ther assured, that vessels have frequently 
had to bear up for sonie part of Europe 
after being within a few miles of their 
desired Haven, because in the winter 
season they could not venture to run in 
when they might, and were subsequently 
diiyen off the coast. Taking such things 
into account, we must wonder at the 
forbearance and patience with which our 
most valuable class of men, many ol 
whom have lost friends or relatives in 
consequence, have borne with this ne
glect on the part of successive govern
ments ; at all events it is npw high time 
that this fraction of the public service 
should be exacted from cur rulers, and 
to this end our representatives must he 
urged to insist upon that consideration

may he squandered like the rest.» yet, 
they were absolutely detected in this 
niai.oeuvre and yverefohly foiled in the at y 
tempt by a vigilant opposition—here is i 
another pretty subject for a lengthy 
editorial, but we have neither time nor 
space to fol'ow it up just new, and must 
content ourselves with observing that tfc 
was a barefaced effort to defraud ti^e 
k ishermen and M miners of the amount of 
their own particular contributions for 
years, in older to appropiiate that fund 

| which was raised for a beneficent ob
ject to less wot thy purposes.

For some time past, we have been roakitVg 
occasional enquiries as to the extent of 
probable loss in this locality by the P’otalq 
Rot. The difference in various lots is very 
remarkable, in some cases little loss is ex* 
pected, in- others fully one-half the crop 
has already been destroyed, and in some 
few instances about one-jhird -oniv is ex
pected to be saved. This is a sad thing for 
many poor people, and wilt, we tear, be the 
means of compelling some to result to the 
miserable alternative of applying for winter 
relief where little can be expected and les^ 
obtained. ’, ,

The Comet.— Prolessor Hind’s 
letter in “The Times,” announcing the 
approach of the great comet, has icvived 
the phenomena speculation at this side 
of the water, and the sight seekers are 
keeping a sharp lookout lor the advent 
of the brilliant visitor. A writer in1 
the “Cork Examiner” says:—“On Sun 
day night, about half past ten o’cloi k, 
a very luminous body appeared in the 
sky to the south-west, apparently largei 
than the moon, It resembled a ball of 
fire, casting a brilliant light around. The 
heavens presented all round a very dingy 
appearance. At 11 o’clock it rapidly 
sank below the horizon to the W.S. W., 
diminishing as it went, and emi.ting a 
bright glare along its vvoundrous track-b
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The only aid which our Fishermen and 
Mariners ii the prosecution of their 
adventureous calling can derive from the 
Government would he by the establish
ment of Light Houses in such places as 
are the most suitable, and where the 
greatest necessity exists for such estab
lishments ; and when we consider the 
great number of Sealers and Labrador 
men which annually sail out of this Bay, 
and the important position which our 
representatives hold in the General 
Assembly, it appears to us almost un
accountable that no Light has yet been, 
or is about to be, erected oil the Island 
of Baccaloo.

We have been reminded of our duty, 
in this particular, by an intelligent Plan
ter and vessel owner who lately arrived 
from the Labrador ; having experienced 
all the anxiety an,d uneasiness of dneer— 
taioty on a dark and stormy night, when 
trying to make the land at the mouth ol 
his own Ray, whose secondary wish 
was, (to use his own words)» “ to have 
two or three of the worst members upon 
his foreyard for an hour or two as Look
outs,” we can imagine this Noctes 
Ambrose ane ; our informant also states, 
that the Labrador fleet generally give 
Cepe Bonavista a wide b^rth on account

advocate and earnestly urge upon the I 
H ouse of Assembly, the strong neces
sity of having a Light on Baccaloo ; but 
the feeling of Amor Patrie was evan
escent, and the point yielded to a tern- 
poii ing policy in that subdued spirit by 
which many good measure were lost to 
the Country by the adherents of the 
present Government ; however zealous !: 
and patriotic such members may be,| 
however desirous of doing good for their 
constituency, self-preservarion, the first 
law of nature, too frequently constrains; 
nay, com pells them to take their Leaders 
hint and be silent, or to speak well to 
the point and be absent upon the voie. 
Now we do not much blame the members 
for this, it being a necessary adjunct to 
other principles of action much in 
vogue ; but certain we are that the evils 
of such a system are not confined to the 
ereciion of Light Houses,they extend to 
almost every question of utility and 
necessity in the country.; hut to return 
next to St. Shots we believe Baccaloo 
to be the point most dangerous to the 
mariners of Newfoundland,—four fatal 
catastrophes are witnin our memory, and 
signs of wreck have been seen more 
frequently,-—fragments of missing ships 
of whose fate none Were ever otherwise 
informed ; and yvt this place lias been 
overlooked in flavour of others of much 
less importance. Light Houses would 
be valuable on any part of our Sea
board— but unquestionably head lands 
and islands at the extremity of popu’ ' 
ous Bays should be first lit up. Sucfh 
places as Green Island and Doddingto 
head, near Burin, might then be provid 
ed for as quickly as possible; hut it 
would appear that the sum of £150 
stg* for a trumped up account was not 
sufficient for one hon# member, nor £50 
stg. as Chairman of some Committse for 
another—and these, sums in addition to 
the £60 stg. to which all outport mem
bers are entitled. Next, to the orders 
upon the Receiver General—services to 
the various districts are the best bribes— 
and as the members for Burin either 
had more influence, or were not already 
thoroughly bought over, ^ihey were 
enabled to parry the point for Dodding
to n^-head ; and Baccaloo, like the inha
bitants of the Bay which it guards, must 
be as lorig as possible kept in the dark.

But what can he expected from a 
Ministry who actuary attempted to 
transfer the whole of the Light House 
fund |o the general revenue, that, it]

The Steamer ,Ospray, arrived on Mon
day last, bringing liule intelligence of 
an interesting character, if we except 
the Death of that distinguished Noble
man, Lord Hardinge, which occurred 
on the 24Uj Sept. We subjoin a few 
extracts from the latest foreign news : —
THE SECOND NOTE TO NAPLES.

A Frankfort journal gives a synopsis of the 
second note sent by the Western Powers to 
the Kin g ofNaples. They express their desire 
to come to an honorable understanding with 
him. They admit that under present circum
stances the King cannot grant a general, 
amnesty, and, therefore, request the King to 
grant a perdon to those political prisoners 
who may apply for it and make ijieir sub
mission in pioper form. But ibis they par
ticularly insist on ; and they therefore give 
their note the (oun pf an uhimalum.ftllovviqg 
the King a fortnight for cot sidération, after 
which they will resolve the measures they 
think advisable.

FRANCE.
*

Paris. Thursday.—The Bank of France 
raised its rate of discount, to-day, to 6 per 
cent., being an augmentation of I per cem,- 
The French funds fell £ per cent, on the 
annouBcement that the Bank of France had 
raised its rate of discount. .The object of 
the rise is to check the excite of stiver frtim 
France,

Baron Hubner, expected at Marseilles, 
from Naples, will at ouce proceed to Biar
ritz to wait on the Emperor.

By order of the Emperor an exhibition 
of the^woiks of living artists will lake place 
next year, from the 15ih May to the 15th ' 
J uly. __________

The Northern Circuit Court.—The Hon-. 
G. H. Emerson, acting Judge of the Court* 
and suit, arrived here the beginning.of last 
week from Bonavista. The Couit proceeds 
to Conception and Trinity Bays forthwith. 
— We understand that Mr. Justice Emerson 
has given general satisrection at every placej 
where the Comt was opened.— Patriot. A

“The Silken Tie that binds two willing Jtearts. • 
MARRIED.— Last evening, by the Rev,

tJ. S. Phinuey, Captain George Brown
Keeper of the Beacon on the Point qf Beach, 
to Fanûy, relict of the late Mr. William 
Taylor, of Tinmouth, Devon.

DIED,—On Friday, lOih instaut, the' 
Revd. Jacob George Mountain, M.Ar, in
cumbent of the Cathedral Church and 
Ecclesiastical Commissary, aged 37 years.

The Rev. Mr. Mountain was sou of the 
Rev. Dr. Mountain, -yicar of Blunhain, 
Bedfordshire ; Prebeudiary of Lincoln and 
Rural Dean — grandson of the late and ue*, 
phew qljthe present Lord Bishop of Quebec. 
He^came to this country as Missionary of the 
Society for the propagation of the Gospel in 
thé year 1847, and wa.a appointed tp tha
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