
Germans Claim to Have 
Sunk a British Cruiser 

And Damaged Another
Berlin Says German Torpedo 

Boats Sank the New Cruiser Ara 
bis and Torpedoed a Second 
Class Cruiser—British Admir
alty Deny These Claims and 
State the Vessels Mentioned 
Above Were Four Mine Sweep
ers and That Three Have Re
turned to Their Base

message for publication, the Press 
Bureau appended the following:

The new German statement is 
as follows:

On the night of the tenth and • 
eleventh during the advance of 
our torpedo boats our boats met 
on the Dogger Bank some 120 sea 
miles east of the English coast, 
several English cruisers which 
once fled. Our boats pursued, 
them and sank the new cruiser 
Arabis. We obtained a hit with a 
torpedo on a second cruiser. Our 
torpedo boats rescued the com
mander of the Arabis with two 
other officers and 22 men. Our 
forces suffered damage but no 
losses.

The British Admiralty states 
that the cruisers above-mentioned 
were four mine-sweeping vessels, 
three of which have returned in 
safety.
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ILondon, Feb. 11.—An official 
statement from Berlin received 
here to-day, claims that a British 
cruiser has been sunk by a Ger
man torpedo boat craft, and an
other British cruiser torpedoed.

The British official press bur
eau denies this.

The German statement was to 
the effect that the German torpedo 
craft met the British cruisers off 
the Dogge^ Bank on Thursday 
night, sunk the new cruiser Arab
is and torpedoed a second class 
cruiser. Giving out the German
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i!EThinks Germany Wins Big 
Diplomatic Victory If States 

Withdraws Its Protection
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London Papers Say There Will be 

no Change by Britain or Her 
Allies in the Status of Their 
Merchantmen — Merchantmen 

*Were Only Armed to Protect 
Themselves From Attacks of 
Enemy Submarines

Summering up the situation if 
is considered Germany will win an 
important diplomatic victory if the 
United States agrees to withdraw 
its protection from its citizens 
travelling on armed ships. Such 
a decision by the United States is 
pointed out would be wholly in 
Germany’s interest since
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London, Feb. 12.—There is no 

evidence that the British Govern
ment or the Allies propose to 
change the status of their mer- 
chantships, or their policy of arm
ing merchantmen on account of 
the Austro-German declaration.

The Government as yet has not 
formally considered the subject 
but the concensus of opinion as 
shown by newspaper authorities 
who have been interview is that 
Germany’s declaration of her 
policy means no alteration in her 
policy except it may operate to 
keep neutrals off ships of beliger- 
ent powers, thus giving a clearer 
field for submarines to sink mer
chantmen.

that
;Ürcountry has no merchantmen on 

the seas. As far as
-1 1■Germany’s 

practice is concerned naval writers
■

Ii
SIdeclare her submarines generally 

sank merchantmen whenever they 
could and will continue the same 
practice.

Hif, :i8 l!
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It has been the British conten
tion that German submarine me
thods which at best, gave merchant 
sailors only a hazardous chance 
for their lives by taking to the sea 
in small boats, justified merchant
men fighting in self defence. 
Merchantmen adopted this policy 
of resistance only after several 
such cases had occurred.
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SUGGESTS 
POSSIBILITY 

OF PEACE
! OFFICIAL *$i

BRITISH
London, Feb. 12—We sprang 

three mines yesterday north' of 
Carnoc, another south of crater 
No. 8. To-day the enemy sprang 
a mine southwest of Hohenzollern 
redoubt, but we suffered no casu
alties.

Hostile artillery has been ac
tive to-day north of Albert and 
north of Loos about Apres. Ar- 
mentieres and Elverdinghe were 
shelled during the day. This af
ternoon we sprang a mine north
east of Givenchy.
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Amsterdam, Feb. 12.—The sug

gestion of the possibility of the 
conclusion of peace in the near 
future is made by . Baron Von 
Zedlitz of the Prussian Diet, ac
cording to the Vossische Ztitung 
nefspaper which quotes him as. 
saying:

As regards the destruction of 
Germany’s aims in the war in view 
of the whole present war situation 
the conclusion of peace in the near 
future is not impossible and there
fore the announcement of our 
fundamental aims in the war ap
pears to be necessary if the voice 
of the people is to be heard at the 
right time.

Baron Von Zeditz is the leader 
of the Free Conservatives in the 
Prussian Diet.
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FRENCH TROOPS HAVE

CROSSED VARDAR RIVER

Paris, Feb. 12.—A Saloniki cor
respondent of The Petite Parisian 
telegraphs that French troops 
have crossed the Vardar River and 
are now encamped at right bank 
of the river and the region * of 
Ijanitza and Vera. The town of 
Vera is an important railroad sta
tion on the line between Saloniki 
and„ Manastir.
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Contends That Washington French & American Correspondents,
Officials Have Been Fooled 

By the German Diplomats Representatives ol the Associated 
Press, View Great British Navy 

” Somewhere in North Sea.”
New York Herald Says Wilson 

Has a Cabinet Crisis on His 
Hands—Says the United States 
Has Listened to the Voice of the 
Teutonic Tempter and Has Fal
len Into a Trap—Situation 
Worse Now Than at Any Time 
Since the War Began

for the destruction of merchant- 
snips, tha* do not conform to dis
armament after March 1st,. o~ 
Germany yesterday, following Aus 
tria-Hungary, served notice on the 
United States and the rest of the 
world, that, after March 1st, all 
merchantships which carried guns 
would be sunk without benefit of
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Personnel ol the Whole Fleet Seemed to be Remarkably Fit and 
Eagerly Interested in Their Work-Scattered About the Fleet 

Are Several Destroyer Squadrons with Light Cruisers 
as Leaders and Merchant Ships as ParentsNew York, Feb. 11.—Under the 

heading “The crisis being steadily 
^intensified” The Herald says:

“The Herald would be untrue 
to its policy, if it did not explain 
that the situation at Washington, 
instead of being cleared by the re
ported understanding with Ger
many is far from it. It is worse 
now than at any time since the 
European war.

“The United States has suffered 
terribly in lost prestige in the last 
few days but one imagined mat
ters had been so manoeuvre*d by 
our statesmen supine under the 
influence of the German Ambassa
dor, that we were now posing as 
r sort of half-witted being, who 
had been slapped in the face re
peatedly by German diplomats at 
home, and vet who had been drag
ged into a ieague with Germany

varning, and, what is more deplor 
able, the Uniter States, listening 
to the voice of the Teutonic temp
ter. has fallen into the trap, hav- via London, 
ing already suggested that the En- first line offensive fleet, an incom- 
ter.te Allies trust Germany, and parable combination of speed and 
carry no guns, even for defence.

Somewhere in the North Sea* 
Feb. 11.—Britain’s

With the exception of a dent in her'stantly to do, but many are newly- 
forward turret armour, similar to commissioned, and have yet to 
a scar just above the water-line, wear theescars of service. Speed, 
this ship of the British Navy dis- which is now the fetish of the 
plays little sign of the terrific ham Navy, reached its zenith with 
mering she got, when three Ger- these light-cruisers. Any of them 
man battle-cruisers concentarted could easily over-run the fastest

liner so far built.
Scattered about the fleet are

gun powder, and ready for instant 
“Now what are we going to do action, was inspected yesterday by 

here with a Cabinet crisis on our a party of French and American 
hands: with the possibility of Ger- correspondents, representatives of 
many again balking at the final the Associated Press, who were 
wording of the Lusitania note; permitted to view from the bridge 
with submarine warfare breaking of a torpedo boat the Navy with 
out anew, and our position, just which is expected to meet the first 
what The Herald warned against; 
strained relations with the Allies

their fire on her.
Carefully mounted in the com

panionway is an 11-inch unexplod- 'several destroyer squadrons, with 
ed shell, which the Seydlitz hurled Üght cruisers as leaders, and mer- 
through the Lion’s armour below chant ships 
the waterline. No evidence has sweeping around the destroyers 
ever been found to justify the'thd torpedo boat headed towards 
story that the Lioivwas torpedoed, .the pre-dreadnought, looking for- 
No sign is left of the 12-inch shell midable enough to a layman, but 
which blew the bulkhead of the lightly referred to by the officers

as parents. After
shock of the German attack.

In the fleet were were virtually 
all of the veteran, fighting craft 
which have been in action in this 
war, but they showed few scars, 
with the exception of an occasion
al dent in armour. The pride of 
the place was held by the battle 
cruisers which have been in en
gagements from the Falkland Is
lands to the Dardanelles, and'have 
borne the brunt of sea-fighting.

Unpopular with officers they 
were constantly coaling, and never 
more than cautiously praised by 
opponents of the super-Dread- 
nought policy, these huge fighting 
machines hold the premier position 
in the British Navy, in which war
ship speed is now regarded as the 
first and most important principle 
of naval strategy.

As the launch with the visitors

and double and detestable rela
tions with the Lusitania, Arabic, 
Ancona and Persia murderers?
Was there ever such a mess where 
the honour and dignity of the 
country was concerned? No.”

f Admiral’s quarter away after go- as the accompanying party of the 
ing through thé deck, except theM^’rd l’ne ur|iL or bait.’

The personnel of the wholecasing cap, occupying a place 
among the Lion’s^ trophies. Even Fleet seemed to be remarkably fit 
the Captain’s bath-tub, which was and eagerly interested in the 
hurled overboard by the -explosion ’work< despite uncomfortable con- 
of an 8-inch shell, which probably |ditions under which their Patr°l 

came from the ill-fated Blucher, 
has been replaced. The engine

Inactivity on the Various 
Battlefronts Still Continues work in the North Sea is done. 

Junior officers welcome the com
ing of spring and summer, but not 
so the Captains and Commanders, 
who complain that the long days 
in the Northern latitudes mean

rooms of the Lion showed no sign 
of the ship ever having been in 
battle. The turbines looked as if

LONDON, Feb. 12.—Except for Ar- I ia, the British attempted an advance 
tois region in France and Volhynian j from the right Bank of the Tigris 
and east Galician sections of the 
Rusian line virtual inactivity that has 
prevailed for several days still con
tinues.

Italians and Austrians are keeping 
their artillery duels going on the tions taken from them recently by 
Austro-Italian front despite the hea-|the Germans, 
vy snow in the mountain regions 
here. They are delivering infantry 
attacks against each other but with
out appreciable results.

In Albania, the Austro-Hungarians 
have occupied Tirana, a short dis
tance northeast of Port of Durazzo. 
also dominating the heights in that 
region.

Petrograd says the Russians in 
their operation against the Turks 
continue to make progress, and that 
all attempts in their operation against 
the Turks continue to make progress 
and that all attempts by the Otto
mans to assume the offensive has be
en put down by Russian fire. Bom
bardments of Tu"kish positions on 
the Black Sea coast is being kept up 
by the Russian torpedo craft.

On the other hand Constantinople 
asserts that the fighting between the 
Turks and the British in Mesopotam-

but were compelled to retreat to their 
old positions.

Hand fighting is still in progress 
around Vimy where the French are 
endeavouring to recapture the posi-

they were just out of the shop.
The officers explained the reason 

that there were so few casualties 
was due to the fact that the men

twenty hour stretches on the 
bridge. Darkness spells safety, 
while light entails vigilance.

The battle cruiser Princess 
Royal, which was visited by the 
party, had only two members of 
her crew in the!sick bay. Both of 
these men were suffering from in
juries caused by football, which is 
played with great zest whenever a 
field is available. The officers oc
casionally get some golf, but both 
men and officers must depend up
on their shipboard duties for their 
chief means of exercise.

Rumours of the possibility of 
Zeppelin raids on the fleet were 
rife, and officers and crew express 
ed the eager hope that the Zep
pelins would come and give the 
gunners a chance to test their anti
aircraft guns.

The last glimpse the party 
caught of the great fleet was an 
occasional flash through the dark
ening mist as signals were ex
changed between the various di
visions*

were so scattered about the ship 
during the action that an explod- 

on board turned toward the line ing shell was unable to kill more 
of battle cruisers, against the hori- than one or two at a time. The

Berlin reports that four 
attacks in this region have been put 
down.

French

zon they could see the eyes of the tripod masts, with control of the 
fleet in the form of a few prowling bridge and crow’s nest, had been 
destroyers, which keep up an in- subjected to no severe trial, as the 
cessant watch, not only to protect secondary batteries of the German 
their mighty sisters from submar- ships had never been within range 
ine attacks, but to catch the first 0f their big guns, 
view of any adventuresome Ger-j They 
man warship which might poke its tion to the more vital parts of the 

open North Sea. ship. The torpedo boat picked up 
Looming through the mist could a portion of the party from the 
be seen the giant tripod masts Lion, and the remainder from the 
which identified the fleet, includ- jalmost equally celebrated ' Tiger, 

ing the very last type of battle which looked like a newly-commis
sioned. ship, despite the many

TWO GERMAN BANKS ;
GO “DEAD BUST”

London, Feb. 12.—The Express 
gives prominence to despatches 
from Switzerland announcing the 
failure of two large banking insti
tutions in the South of Germany, 
one with alleged liabilities over 
$125,000,000.

The Express says it is of the t|e- 
lief that these are forerunners àf 
others and more extensive failures 
due to the ruin of Germany’s ex
port trade and depreciation in 
value of the mark.

then devoted their atten-

nose into the

cruisers.
Soon the launch was at the foot times she is reported to have been 

of the boarding ladder of a huge sunk, 
battle cruiser, which got its bap
tism of fire at Heligoland Bight, 
and later bore an honourable share

The officers and crew of the 
Lion say they still marvel how lit
tle harm was done her vitaj parts 
by the rain of heavy shells. The 
shell which did most harm did not 
penetrate the armour casing of 
the engine room, but dented it in, 
so far that the salt water got into 
the broken feed pipe. This re
duced her speed from 27 to 18 
knots, and forced her to withdraw 
from the battle. Any vessel of a 
speed less than 25 knots had no 
chance of keeping in range of the 
fleeing German warships.

The oil-burning torpedo boat 
tore along the line of battle cruis
ers, with her interested civilian 
passengers on the bridge, exclaim
ing with interest as through the 
mist, great ships, bearing historic 
names, which were made memor
able by.their own feats, were pass
ed in the formation in which they 
expect to meet the German fleet 
of battle cruisers.

The long line of light cruisers 
lost itself in the fog. Some of 
these vessels are veterans. They 
show signs of the rough patrol 
work they are called upon con-

UW\WVUVWV\ AUiHHMWmMHMHViMmWUWiÎ
in the Dagger Bank action. Be
fore lunch the visitors were per
mitted to enter any portion of the 
ship they chose.

Those, not too heavy, got
through the trap door at the top of 
the turret, the only entrance left 
open in war time, and occupied 
themselves chiefly in watching the 
youthful turret commander oper
ate the huge 13.5 inch gun with 
the same ease that a man handles 
a sporting rifle. From the time 
the charge and projectile leave the 
ammunition hoist to the actual dig 
charge of the gun, the visitors
were permitted to watch the oper
ation, which makes the turret the 
most important part of the fight
ing ship.

The party then lunched as
guests of the divisional Rear Ad
miral, who was using the cruiser 
as his flagship. After luncheon 
the correspondents were taken on 
board of the famous cruiser Lion, 
which was Admiral Beatty’s flag
ship in the Dogger Bank battle.

\ St. Clair’s Home I
£ * x\
$

Latest From 
Battlefront in 

Mesopotamia

$LeMarchant Road.t $\ -o
$
| The Sisters in charge of St. Clair’s | 
$ Home, LeMarchant Road, are now 

prepared to accept pupils for in= 
struction in Shorthand, Typewriting 
Drawing, Painting and Pianoforte.

For terms, etc., apply to the

l
London, Feb. 12.—The War Of- 

fice to-night made pAblic the fol
lowing official despatch received 
regarding operations in Mesopo
tamia, which reports that as a're
sult of an attack by Arabs sup
posed to be friendly on a recon- 
noitering party returning to 
Vaseye from a reconnoissance up 
Shattelmai branch of the Tigris 
River, the British suffered casual
ties aggregating to 375; the Arabs 
lost considerable over three hun
dred men killed.

A small expedition despatched 
on January the njnth completely 
surprised the Arabs and destroy
ed fcTur of their villages. The 
British suffered only 6 casualties.
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Lady Superioress,
St. Clair’s Home, 

LeMarchant Rd.
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YOU’LL BE SURE TO FIND IT IN "The MAILw* /'ipand ADVOCATE' A
. -

THE MAIL ??sb ADVOCATE
Official Organ of The Fishermen*s Protective Union of Newfoundland.
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Vol. III. No. 34. ST. JOHN’S, NEWFOUNDLAND, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY, 1916. Price: Ï Cent.
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