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“ Abide in me. and I in You?”
THE SOUL’S ANSWER.

BY HARRIET
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dnced a corresponding fucion of creed, an
universal fermentation of human thought
and faith. All honest belief in the old local
, superstitions of paganism had been long dy-
That mystic word of Thine, O sovereizn Lord ! ing out before the more l'“ll’“mp and mate-
rial idolatry of Emperor-worship ; and the
gods of the nations, unable to deliver those
who had trusted in them, became, one by
one, the vassals of the * Divus Cesar,” neg-
Abide in me, | prav, and I in Thee ; lected by the philosophic rich, and only wor-
From this zood honr, O leave me never more ! suipped by the lower classes, where the old
Then shall the diseord cease, the wound be beal’d, ' Tites still pandered to their grosscrappetites,
or subserved the weaith and importance of
some particular locality.
Abide in me—o'ershadow by Thy love, In the meanwlile, the minds of men, cut
Each hilf-form'd purpose and dark thought adrift from their ancient moorings, wandered
wildly ower pathless seas of speculative
Quench ere it rise each selfish low desire, doubt, and especially in the more metaphy-
And keep my soul as Thine, calm and divine. sical and contemplative Eust, attempted to
: solve for themselves the questions of man's
rclation to the unseen by those thousand
schisms, heresies, and theosophies (it is a
So, when Thou dwellest in a mortal soul, disgrace to the word philosophy to call them
All Ecaven's own sweetness scems around it by it,) on the records of which the student
now gazes bewildered, unable alike to count
or to explain their fantasies.
The soul alone, like a neclected harp, Yet even these, like every outburst of free
Grows cut of tune, and needs that Hand Di- buman thought, had their use and their fruit.
vine : They brought before the minds of church-
Dwell Thou within it, tune and touch the chords, men a thousund new questions which must
Till every note and string shall answer Thine, - be solved, unless the church was to relinquish
forever her claims as the great teacher and
Abile in me : there have been moments pure,  satisfier of the human soul. To study these
Wihen I have seen Thy face, and felt Thy | bubbles, as they formed and burst on every

“Irene, da caldam agquam.” (1 1o 1vs are nearlv spent
water) ;* « Agape misce i vinua, Uity one
mix me wine.) Niat too for but a ~h
The representations of these solemn feast cun give 1o relig
was often repeated, in both sculpt nd ever, enters @he tield in
paintings, showing how general in that ace
was the custom. It was foundrd certaiuly
on an unworldly idea, and one
tianity alone could Lave '
then at such an assembly, as one Ly cne, in
silence and stealth, they gatherat their place
of meeting. It is inthe Eternai Citv, which
is crimson with the blood of th- '
tyrs, and the narae of .Jesus of Nazare'h i-
a forbidden sonnd within its
scattered throueh its crowded
even within sight of its Pantheon of eods—
are the true hearted, and joyfully they tura
to their place of worship when the appointed
time has come. Secretly they pass the gates,
and steal across the E-quiline Hill, and des-
cending into the Catacombs, thread their
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As soree rare perfume in a vase of clay. J arlent mind
b with but few rarc exceptions, embraced ¢ Will make this world bnt as a thornv path
way through its narrow passages.  The bar- gospel in the eariy period of life.  This is man’s nagural hite The
riers of race and courtry—of rank and caste uvndoubtedly the 1 Ience the future e cut God o the w
—are broken down, and for the first time in Lopes of the church are to a great exiont, . A Tt
, the world’s history all are bretliren.  The deposited Let
swarthy Syrian is there—the slave indeed of and very soon
of an earthly mgster—yet here a freeman in !
Christ Jesus, and a brother beloved tor the
faith’s sake. Beside him isthe intellectunt
Athenian, but he has learned a nchicr g
losophy than that of Greece, and found that
the truest wisdom was to bow at the foot o
the cross. And there, too, is the Jewish

Pervades it with a fra : Ve There wilt thou learn what to t}
ades 1t with a fragrance not its own—— |
To regions of deligh man wio

With all s
Bat as the trainina of a wayward child
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would be amazinely
reduced : her winistry would die ont, anl
all her appliances and means of
Indeed, the great ch inge
passed over you. It
wonderful ehange.  You knew it, you could
not doubt the fact. ) !

her acoressive power

— (Joanna Baillie.

grace sink

I'he priest like father reads the sacred pase,
How Abram was the friend of Gol on Lizl
Or Moses hade «
With Amalek’s un .
Or how the royal bard did groaning lie

into rapid decay. 1
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power ;
Then evillost its grasp, and passion, hush'd,
Own’d the Divine enchantment of the hour.

These were but seasons beautiful and rare ;
Abide in me, aud they shall ever be :
I'pray Thee now fulfil my earnest prayer;

Come aud «bic in me, and 1 in Thee,

The Christiar.l.éhufch m the
Fifth Century.

BY CHARLES KINGSLEY, JR.

For comewhat more than four hundred
years, the Roman Empire and the Christian
Chureh, born into the world altost at the
same moment, had been dey eloping them-
telves side by side as two great rival powers,

in deadly struggle for the possession of the | ; :
{and large-minded patience and tolerance, |

human race.  The weapons of the Empire
kad been not merely an overwhelming phy-
sical force, and a ruthless lust of aggressive
cenquest, but, even more powerful still, an
uvequalled genius for organization, and an
uniorm system of external law and order.
This was generally a real boon to canquered
nations, heeaunse it substitnted a fixed and
rezular spoliation  for the fortuitous and
arbitrary miseries of savage warfare : but it
arrayed, meanwhile, on the side of the em-
pire the wealthier citizens of every province,
by allowing them their share in the plunder
of the labouring masses below them. These,
in'the country districts, were utterly enslaved,
while, in the cities, their nominal freedom
was of little use 1o masses kept from starva-

tion by the alins ot the government, and .

druzged into brutish goed humour by a vast
eystem of public spectacies, in which the
realms of nature and of art were ransacked

to glut the wouder, lust, and ferocity of a

; wave of human life; to feel, too often by sad

; was the work of the time; and men were

| lectual revolution.

{to give the great Christian fathers of the
i fuurth and fifth centuries a breadth of obser-

generation as they did above the heads of
"their own.
shallow insight of a sneerer like Gibbon,
scems only a rotting and aunless chaos of
sensuality and anarchy, fanaticism and Lypo- |
erisy, prodvced an Athanase and a Jerowe,
a Chrisostom and an Augustine ; absorbed

most valuable in the philosophies of Greece

and Egzypt, and in the social organization of

ous agents, the foundations of all Euaropean'
thought and ethics.— Preface to Hypatia.

experience, as Augustine knew, the charm
of their allurements ; to eliminate the truths
at which they aimed from the falsehood
which they offered as its substitute; to ex-
hibit the Catholic Chiurch as possessing, in
the great facts which she proclaimed, full

isfaction, even for the most subtle meta-
physical cravings of a diseased age ;—that

sent to do it, and aided in their labor by the
very causes which bad produced the intel-

ture of ideas, ereeds, and races, even the
mere physical facilities for intercourse be- |
tween different parts of the Empire, helped

: : \
vation, a depth of thought, a large-hearted

such as, we may say boldly, the church has |
since beheld but rarely, and the world never ; |

This was =ometimes iced and sometimes hot.
i Maitinl says:—You ask for hot water, but the cold Lus
not yet come.

priest, shocked no longer by the prescnce of
* they of the uncircumcision,” but overcom-
ing the narrow exclu-iveress ot his race
prepargd to welcome the Jewish converts
around him as inberitors of the same pro-
mises. ¥
when the trials of the outward warld are for-
gotten, its carcs thrown aside, and their souls
strengthened for that coming future in which
they know not what shall await them.
when they part, they realize that before they
meet again, some among them may win the

It is an hour with them of huly

And

]

The general intermix- crown of martyrdom.—A7p’s Cutacombs of
Rome.

* The mixel water with wine.—

Thus

ancients always

Early Piet;.

Besides the general reasons for a religi

at least, if we are to judge those great men | ous life, of eqaal significance in vouth and
by what they had, and not by what they had ' age, and addressed alike to all persons—

not, and to believe, as we are bound, that
bad they lived now, and not then, they would
have towered as far aboye the heads of this

And thus an age, which, to the

into the sphere of Christianity all which was

2ome, as an heirloom for nations yet un-
born ; and laid in foreign lands, by unconsci-

How many parents outlive their offxpring !
They wear the symbols of sadness and sor-
row over children sleeping in the tomb.
This, surely, is no uncommon occurrenc

and it invests early piety with untold ints

est.
noon, must be Christians when voung, or
never ;

reasons growing out of the wants of the <oul,
and the nature of our relations to
there i# a special argument for pi
season of youth.
great weight and solemnity, an argument

that ought deeply to aflect the iinds ol

parents and their children. ‘

God—
tv in the
It 1s over, ol

one, MmMore

A vast many persons die in youth, this

being the irrevocable order of Providence. s

'

Those whein death wiil slay ere it is

old age will be too late, middle age

“dous displays of power and glory.

announced it—no vou
vision revealed it—no miracle
vet you knew that your sinsg were forgiven,
For you felt in your soul the favor ot God.
Everything without told of a ¢l
All nature seemed lovely and joytal,
heavens looked down upon you “with
glory.  All attracfion and moral
secmed to centre in Christ. A peace
as language cannot express flowed in upon
your soul. A joy such as angels feel per-
vaded your Leart.  And you hastcned with
bursting emotions to tell what Christ had
done for your soul.

\\'E‘;iln-r--:l it—no

declared Bty

nge within,

I'lie

such

How gently and swectly did God come to
you in that first visit of his forgiving merey.
Aud thus he always comes to his [m!‘:y'.’u.
We mast not seek him nor expeet him in
the noise and bustle of the world; nor in |
the tumult and excitement of a crowd ; nor
along the pathway of miracles and stupen-
But ra-
ther must we look for and seck God in the
Loly quiet of the clo-et; in the silent and
unconcious action of the truth on the
man ;5 in the way of ordinary and establish-
ed means ; in the calm thourhts of the mind :
in upward desires of the hLeart; along the
unscen unobserved channels ot the blessed
Spirie.—N. Y. Evanjelist. ’

mner

The Saddest of al] R;ins.

It is sad to see anything in ruins. When |
we stand ia the once splendid cities and
palaces of ancient Egypt, or Greece, or
Rome, and behold them ail in ruine,
mcnse masses of rabbish, deserted by man
and tenanted by tilchy repules, we tigh over
the wreek of human industry and splendor ;|
yet we kiow that that same H;»i‘l\(r",' can |

1n-

m, rsin st j;-r.-

the coodly

Beneath the stroke of Heaven's avenaing ire ; the heav nly .

youd the

) lands
Canaan, where thore s 29

Or Job's pathede plaint and wailing cry; ]
Or rapt Lsaiah's wild seraphio fire re death, and
70 morevarse; where the -un will never co
and the enrta

l’n“rlﬂIN the Christian valnme is the theme, There willy doubiess, be an endless progres-
|

ereat cyele of

Or other holy sees that tune the sacred lyre,
night never tall

1< ot

How guiltles: blood for guilty man was shed ; sten in Lappiness.  As the
npaant saimg
hizhr, and ap-

vantain ol eve

How he who bore ip heaven the sacred name, steriity rolis, the trig
IIad not, on earth, whercon to lay bLis head ; orowing SOAringg
proaching nearer to the 17
Is this a
happy delusion! Messed enthasiasm, which
in~pires'such joys!  No marvel that \ddi-

soi says,in reference to the immortality ol

How his first tollowers and servants sped,
The precepts sage they wrote to many :
Ilow he, who lone in Patmos banished,

land :  lasting lite ! deliusive 20
Saw in the sun a mighty angel stand ;

And heard great Babylon’s doom pronounced
the sou),—*1It it is a dream, let me enjoy i,

<ince it makes me botli the happier and  the
better man,”

This ravishing has
the martyr in the midst of his fires, and
made innumerable beds of pain *as soft as
Was there any
cortalnty in these cascs? Yo who are tempt-

3y Heaven's conumand,
[Burns

» P Vo P 1 / ")
Whence, but from heaven, could men unskilled prospecet animated

in arts.
In several azes born, in several parts,

y . i1 Y Y]
Weave such agreeing truths ¥ or how or why, downy prhiows art wn-

Should all conspire to cheat vs with a lie ¥
cd to vield to the cold, chicerless

ot this fichle agey think of this invincible plea

Unasked their plans, ungrateful their advice, seepticisi
Starving their gain, and martyrdom their price.
lo for Christinnity.

T Drvden, Oue ol its eminent wit-
- J out with all his remain-
Guod s
said another,
“(yod is love! Shout! aloud ! 1
want n gust of praize to go to the endsof the
earth "— Was there any uncertainty here ?
Aei ble 1wsianes of Chrwstian

| nmaph i Lin the Jast mements of Dr.

dyin
i
cthy, *The 1 of all 1s,

)

NEeSIes,

So has this book entitled us to heaven, g strea
‘u\“lv.l us

1= Jove,”

And rules to guide us to that mansion viven ;
Shout

Tells the condition how our peace was inade,
And is our pledge for the great Authors aid,
His power in nature’s ample book we find, .
But the less voiume doth express his mind. tri-

5 — Walker.

“When,”
reud Bunyan’s description ot the land of
Beulah, where the sin shines, and the birds
and night, I used to doubt whether
own

irnished
Pavson. said he, “1 formerly

A critic on the sacred book should be

Candid and learncd, dispassionate and free ;
Free from the wayward bias bizrots feel, sing, day

From fancy’s intlaence, and intemperate zeal. there was <uch a place; but now iy
and it

P 0 TR 1Y ! . N ne 3
"l"”l‘“V ('\lv'.lh nei HE) u-n‘\.x. ed me 1.1- it,
infinttely transcends all my previous concep-
J
A\ tew weelis carhier he had written

thus —“Were [ to adont the ficurative

Within this awful volume lies tions. |
an-
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mto cnou \ Lionsand,
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had only to speak the w l thee carth
vatitied
with alla did
not do s < plen o , nhot

woutd have

sprang mio

by an act, but by a proce nid this seeins

to be the method ol Goonl? cabme o oall

things,  Great good 15 aehiovy Sy
not by a sadden start —by a vas nthon
1 refor-
The hiuman L ' t ivler-
malde

but

—bat by a gradual med pie
mation.
go change, and o be o
fit tor heaven, not by a
by a progre proce

on eradealy add slowly,

comnes

t, God takes

sive o S
(rme tor ah il “U!‘r.; ;)'\‘!. mn T3 ;l. we

cotirse o our UWn experi-
starts.

ix davs o ar-

Jdo not see, in th

ence, any thines done well by i and
Sa, God was please d o take
range our present ceonaty. W i‘) — where-
fore—1 cannot explaing the faes s asserted,
and thet tact is 10 periect burmony with the
analogies that we see nround us, )
I'v ~huw thas thic process ot erealion
six consecntive days is the original of the
custom, that presals i the warld, of divid-
any

and

ine time to weeks, T owould just ask

one to suppose Genesis extingni-hed,
thefaets of the ercition in the Mosae page
obliterated. and then to sty hiow Le necounts
wit ol tine anto

weel, 1

for the almost universal div

'
‘.'x!\,-.~('! seven diny s, or a

can

sree The mystery of mysteries ; . e
erect in ) ) 3 ) irrenve of the division of

too late; they will not see either period ; repove those masses of ruins, sl
and hence the work must be done in youth,
or left undone forever. Is any evidence
In those early ages, the followers of our wanted ? Then go to the Cemetery ; there
Lord held at times a common feast where | study the respective ages at which the buri
all met together as disciples “of the same” ed dead were summoned from the scenes o
master, and intended to show the chain of time. The list of the young will be found
brotherhood which bound them in one body.  to be frightfully long, teaching all of this
It was called the Agape, or love-feast. The | class to be eariy wise, r('!{ukin: their foolish
spirit which originated it was beautiful, and 'presumptions, and admonishing parents that
in accordance with every pracept of our | their children are by no means flxtures be-
faith, showing that ¢ the rich and the poor yond the reach of disease and death.
meet together, and the Lord is the maker  parent surely cannot too soon sct his heart
of them all.” It generaily preceded or fol- ' upon the conversion of his child, or prose-
lowed the administration of the Eucharist ; | cute it with too much zeal. 1f anything
and it is supposed to bave been this connec- | shonld tax his anxieties, the salvatiorrof his
tion which led to the abuses St. Paul cou- i children should do so. How important that
"demned when he wrote: “ When ye come | he should be a Christian, that he may say
together, therefore, into one place, this is to them, Come and foliow me, and I will ‘v“'
not to eat the Lord’s supper.- For in eating, you good ! Have compassion on vour vclnl-
every one taketh before other his own sup- dren, ye unconverted fathers and mothers,
per: and one is hungry and another is even if you have none upon voursclves.
drunken.  What, have ye not houses to eat Save them from the desolating etiects ol a
and to drink in? or despise ye the Church wicked example. Sume of them may soon ceive a mortal palencss spread over
of God, and shame them that have not ?”— be in their graves. Are you doing your alf;
St. Jude, too, mentions it in the passage— duty to them ? L'lo.j\rl_\'_nvrt, \\'h:!«-__ nving
“ These are spots in your agapa,” trans- them the example of an irteligious life.
lated in our version “ feasts of charity.”
Tertuilian, in the second century, in a sin-
gle passage describes its object aud the man-
ver of its administraticn: * Our supper,
which you accuse of luxury, shows its object
in its very name. Foritis cailed Agape,
which among the Greeks signifies Love.— of the grave, it is by no means equally pro-
Whatever charge we are at, it is a gain, as bable, The obstacles generally increase
it is an expense upon the account of piety. I'with the lapse of time, while the suscepiibi-
For therewith we relieve and refresh the li[y of receiving religions i!np?.'-.\nm as
poor. There is nothing vile or immodest generally decreases. The older a man is,
‘committed in it. For we do not sit down | the more difficult it is for him to weich
before we have first offered up prayer to | anchor and start a new course ; the longer rui
God. We eat only to satisfy hunger, and | the habits of sin are indulged, the more shall be remediiied, and
drink only so much as becomes modest per-  tenacious they become, the more intlex;ble
We recale ourselves in such a man- ’

letter , understand the oe

hiave

oo

A LovekFeast in t.he Catacombs.

cunge of Bunyan, I misht date this
fromn the Jund of Beulah, of whiclh |
been for some weeks a happy inhabitant.
I The celestial city is tull in oy view. T the moon
I elories beam upon me—its hreezes fan me—

degraded populace.

- Against this vast organization the church
had been fighting for now four hundred
years, armed only with its own mighty and
all-embracing message, and with the mani-
tectation of a spirit of purity and virtue, of
love and self-sacrifice, which had proved
itself mightier to melt and weld together the
hearts of men than all the force and terror,
ull the mechanical  organization, all the
sensual baits, with which the empire had
been contending against that Gospel in
whicli it had recognized, instinctively and at
first sight, its internecine foe.

And now the church had conquered. The
wenk things of this world had confounded
the strong. “In spite of the devilish cruelties
ot persecutors; in spite of the contaminating
atmospliere of sin which surrounded her ; in
spite of liaving to form hLerself, not out of a

ace of pure and separate creatures, but by

a most literal * new birth” out of those very
fallen masses who inculted and persecuted
her; in spite of having to endure within
herself continual outbursts of the evil pas-
sions in which her members had once indu!-
ged without cheek; in spite of a thousand
counterfeits whichi sprung up around her
and within her, claiming to be part of her,
and alluring men to themselves by that very
exclusiveness and party arrogance which
disproved their claim ; in spite of all; she
bad conquered.  The very emperors had
arrayed themselves on ber side.  Julian's
last attempt to restore paganism by imperial
influence tmd only proved that the old faith
had hold the hearts of the
masses ; and at his death the great tide-wave
n rolled on unchecked, and the

th were fain to swim with the

; accept, in words, at least, the

"5 laws as theirs; to acknowledge a
King of kings to whom even they owed
Lomage and obedience ; and to call their own

slaves their “ poorer brethren,” and often,
too, their * spiritual superiors.”

But if the emperors had become Chris-
tian, the Empire had not. - Here and there
an abuse was lopped off; or an edict was
passed for the visitation of prisons and for
the welfare of prisoners ; or a Theodosius
was recalled to justice and humanity for a

from the qua-vmotion of
from the

their places gorgeous t(‘mph-x and ]\‘\Iu;c-,_ Iappicst they of human race,
When we lock upon the devourine element
invol- To read, to heed, to hope to pray,

time anto .',' ars,

To whom their Gol has given grace 4 . |
the sun, and into months motion of

consuming whole blocks of building-, but how do vort neeomid or fime

ving them in ruin, and reducine many  to To lift the lateh, to force the way, being divided into period, o Tags
[+ there anythine more na eventhan
; twenty A how do you
account for this facet, (b livnt I'rench,
loch s n

poverty, we are fitled with sadness; but we And better had they not been born,
know that other bui'dines can be reared in Who read to doubt, or read to scorn,
! —rsic W. Scott, Ui
i neart.
the river of deatly, which
an insignilicant rill, that may be erossed ata
single step, whenever God shell give per-
mi~sion. The Sun of rizhiteous
\S : ! ernity, und then coradually drawing nearer, appearing  larger
Shult be 1 ' cer e nor bor =g 1 hriehter as He approached ; and now
Irembii lou see or do 77— T80 :

Norms.  He fills the whole hemisphere, pouring forth
a tlood of glory. in which I scem to float
ams of the sun; exult-

lits odors are wafted to me—its sounds strike
their place, and by active industry the pro- on my f"”‘,—”' spirit 1s breathed into my in fourteen ol
perty lost can be redtored, Y e we.see Notuing separates me from it but
young man—any man—induloine in excess
e intoxicating drink, or other
The thus raining his health, Lis reputation, his
usefulness, bringing diszrace not only upon
himself but family and
besides breakine their hearts, our bosoms |
swell with sadness; but though degraded
and disgraced, yet there is, after all, a linger-
ing hope that he may be recovered.  When
we ook upun that wonderful workmauship, selves were three gentlemen.
the human body, lying hewrsed in death; our left was a Romish Priest, and from his
when we ook upon what was once the fair expression, munners, &c.,
young brow, the lowing cheelk, the flashing ' Italian.  One of the gentleman who sat op-
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