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THE EXPOSITOR.

THE TEMPTATION OF CHRIST NOT A VISIONARY 
REPRESENTATION.

Br the late Rev. Richard Watson.
Matt, chap it. ver. 1.—“ Then was Jesus led up of the spirit into 

the Wilderness, to be tempted of the devil.”

The word Devil answers to the Hebrew Satan, “ an 
adversary." Wickliffe, in his translation, has ren­
dered if, the feende, a word derived from the German 
feind, which also signifies an enemy. This tezriptation 
was part of our Lord’s humiliation. His holy soul 
was to lie subject, through this long period of forty 
days and forty nights, to the foul suggestions of evil ; 
it was also appointed that he should be made, in this 
respect, us in-all others, like unto his brethren, “ for 
that he himself both suffered, being tempted, he is 
able to succour them that are tempted of which abi­
lity his victory is the indubitable proof. By this, too, 
he was to show forth his power over Satan, by whose 
guile the fir-1 Adam had been seduced ; and to begin 
to justify his title to that seed of thp woman, whose 
office it Was to bruise the serpent's head.

Our modern rationalists, ns they would be esteem­
ed, but who have a much Ix-tter title to Ik; considered 
as the Sadducees of the Christian church, deny the ex­
istence of the devil, and resolve therefore the whole of 
this account of our Lord’s conflict partly into vision 
and partly into personification. It may, however, be 
affirmed, that on philosophic grounds the existence of 
such malignant spirits as are employed in the work of 
.tempting men, involves no absurdity, and accords with 
analogies among men which cannot be denied, because 
they are obvious facts. If man, a rational being, is 
often seen to hate all good, and delight only in evil, 
superior intelligencies may possess the same charac­
ters. If we see in many men a maturity of vice which 
expels all the better feelings, and an anxiety in such 
depraved persons to corrupt others, and to glory in 
the miseries they thus inflict, what have we in these 
eases but risible portraits of what Satan himself is, 
a ni I exemplification of the work in which he is em­
ployed r And, finally, if it enters into our state of pro­
bation to be tempted to evil ; tint such temptations 
should not Arise as well from the influence of evil spi­
rits ms from the effect produced upon the imaginations, 
plissions, and appetites, by visible external things, no 
good reason ran he given. There is nothing in this 
ease which is contrary to any principle, clearly laid 
flow ii in the word of God, who maintains a frec-agen- 
r \, in these circumstances of our state of trial, by the 
s iccours of his grace. On the other hand, the denial 
of the doctrine of temptation from the influence of 
invisible beings upon the soul of man must force 
i.- either to reject the Scriptures altogether, or to 
adopt those modes of violent interpretation which 
arc wholly inconsistent with the simplicity of their his­
torical narratives, and which render their meaning in 
all case* so uncertain, as to destroy their character as 
a revelation of truth from God.

*Nor less objectionable is the principle advocated by 
tin lie.'logical critics of Germany. and applied to this 
mii I other case-, namely, Ui it our Lord and his apos­
tle s often adopted the erroneous theological opinions 
n.iid iiindes of speaking current among the Jews, just 
... tlu \ employed the philosophic language and allu- 
mo: - -if the age in which they lived, without intend­
ing to give their sanction to am system of human sci- 
i n. c. For it remains to be proved, that either our 
Lord or Ins ape.-ties in any case do even speak ac- 

< Muling to an rroncous philosophy of the day ; and, 
if they do. it is only allusively in eases where the cur­
rent notions of the day would serve the moral purpose 
they intended just as well as the more correct moae of 
.-peaking now used, if, indeed, we are nearer to philo- 
sMphic truth oil such subjects than the ancients. But 
an error in what may be railed poeum&talogical divi­
nity stands on a very different ground. If there be no

Satan, there ia no Holy Ghost ; for each may 
solved into personification : if there be no spiriM 
evil influence, we have no reason to conclue» âee 
the same scriptures that there is any supernatural seed 
influence. Further : if there were no true dénoué 
cal possessions, then were the persons reputed te ht 
so possessed mere lunatics and epileptics; and the 
casting them out was a deceptive assumption of a pre­
tended power, fatal to the character of our Lord, aad 
the honesty of his disciples ; and if there be no diaiB- 
bodied spirits, then were the disciples deceived, aad 
that by our Lord himself ; and the hope of conscious 
existence immediately after the death of the body, so 
cheering to them and to all good tuetr since, is withoat 
any foundation in truth. Finally, not to push these 
consequences any further, it follows, in direct oppo­
sition to our Saviour’s own words, that, although Je­
hovah is called the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Ja­
cob, he is the God of the dead, and not of the litim.

All these consequences may, indeed, be hazarded by 
bold men, w ho treat the Scriptures with little defer­
ence ; but their crime is not lessened by their temeri­
ty ; for they profanely represent the inspired writers 
as teaching popularly what is not true, on some of the 
most serious subjects which can influence human feel­
ings and human conduct. They change, too, the whole 
economy of Christianity, which presents us with a 
grand view of the connexion of man, and the eveets 
and history of our world, with invisible worlds aad 
beings, and thus isolate our earth as the theatre on 
which these great displays of the wisdom, power, and 
mercy of God take place, from those innumerable other 
beings which take an interest in them, and for whose 
instruction and advantage, or discomfiture and pua-, 
ishment, they are also permitted. A large portion of 
the grandeur of the great scheme of human redemp­
tion is thus at once annihilated by these petty and mi­
nifying systems.

As to the notion, that the temptation of our Lord 
was transacted in a vision, it is contradicted by the 
simple narrative form which is used by the evange­
lists. It is in the same style that they record this 
event, and those which the objectors themselves ac­
knowledge to be real ; and with quite as much reason 
might the history of the crucifixion be resolved into 
the phantasms of a dream as the account before us. 
Thus viewed, too, the temptation could no longer be 
one ol the circumstances of our Lord’s humiliation ; 
and the great moral use which St. Paul draws from it, 
us affording an assurance to the followers of Christ, 
that in all temptations they might rely upon his sym­
pathy, as having been “ in all points tempted like un­
to us, yet without sin," is lost ; seeing that we are 
tempted to evil, not in vision, hut in reality. Finally : 
it is sufficient to settle this whole question entirely 
remark, that if the temptatitfinff our Lord were a 
dream or visionary representation, the usual exeréisC 
of the reason and the senses being suspended, it was 
no temptation at all ; for there could have been no sin 
if in a dream or vision, in which all free-ngency would 
be suspended, our Lord had either commanded the 
stones to be made bread, or had cast himself down 
lrom the. pinnacle of the temple, or had even done bo­
rna tre to Satan himself.

Transmission of Newspapers.—The frequent re­
presentations made to tbfe Postmaster-General (Earl 
of Lichfield), of the abstraction of newspapers from 
their envelopes during their transit, has induced hfr 
Lordship to issue an ordfcr, permitting the name and 
address of the party to whom it is directed to be 
“written on the paper itself," as well as on the wrap­
per. This arrangement is of great importance to the 
newspaper proprietor, as well as their readers, for in 
future no plea can be set up of the wrapper having 
been defaced or accidentally torn off, so as to prevent 
the paper reaching its destination.
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