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New Year knocking at the
It is about to ente: It brings
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days a long to pro
with
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will young men do
Many them have

dim visions, of greatness

of

ments, of vast power, of
accomplishments, of
tion, eternal fame,
dream, but see this as a fact proven
all around you, that as a man is to-day
and is inclined to be so is he likely to
become in the future of his
life. Take all the old men whom you
know. How many of them have
achieved distinction ? How many of
them have won renown? How
many of them have made their boy
hood dreams come true ?
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To the rare exception is there an
unusual fate. Most men follow the
beaten path and have an ordinary
lot. Life for most of us means a mon
otonous round of commonplace duties
—eating, working, sleeping—ending
in death.

What then ? Is life uninteresting ?
Is life not worth while ? 1Is it dull ?

Think of the end, the object, the
purpose of it. We are here to get
ready for heaven. We are not fit to
live there now. We'd be outof place.
we'd feel ill at ease there. We need
to get rid of our baseness, of our
gelfishness, of our spiritual weak
ness. We need to know God and to
love Him. We need His grace. We
need holiness, purity, love, generos
ity and all the other virtues.

Is it trivial to have such a glorious
destiny—an eternity with God in the
court of heaven ?

Is it trivial that the ordinaryduties
and the little trials of every-day life
can help us to reach that perfection

Is it dull, this life that we lead in

the sight of God, and in the unseen
but not unfelt presence of the holy
angels ?
Is it low, poor, mean, base, unin-
teresting to be called to be saints and
to be invited to be the chosen breth
ren of Jesus Christ ?

If we put a divine motive back
our life and liveit do to God’s will for
us in it, we ennoble it and ¢
part of it. Every moment
infinitely
performed

ol

very
of 1t
precious. Ever
that motive,
freighted with
will

becomes
act, from
becomes divine and is
everlasting merit that
eternal reward.

To live for Christ, with Christ
by Christ, is not that a noble ca
and a royal destiny ?

This not a
not talk., This
enthusiasm. This is a plain state
ment of a fact—that every Catholic
young man can sa his soul and get
to he will, and that that
opportunity of sanctification and sal
vation is a destiny beyond the wild
est fancies of dreamers of dreams of
and reputation in

have an

This is
is not visionary

sermon.

idle

heaven, if

riches and
this world.
The to i8
and Do duty. Do the
duty of every day thoroughly and for
Christ Avoid sin Do good.
Practice virtue. Exercise the will
in doing what is right against the
inclinations of the flesh, the seduc
tions of the world, and the tempta
tions of the devil. Practice
denial. Pray often—an inspiration
of the heart, a thought Heaven,
an exclamation of adoration and
admiration of the Almighty. Read a
of a every night.
craments frequently.
day by step,
marvellous performances, no
circumstance, no
employment, but with a
faithful, progres
sive, persistent advance in virtue, in
will-power, in strength to suffer, in
love, and in the whole year
will be sanctified and a record will
be that will be pleasant to
remember on the Day Judgment.
Catholic Columbian.

THE LIFE

At the opening of the new year,
the true conception which ought to
be brought home to everyone is that
man, made to the image of God,
should be constantly getting stature,
wisdom, and expansion and increas
ing in the higher elements of per
gonality, The faculties which man
possesses, must be ever fashioned,
and thus lead him to the top of his
possibilities. The trouble is that
most people stand and wait for some
outside influence or influences to
drag them up to larger life or higher
sphere or greater privileges, without
laboring to develop what lies latent
and inactive within them. They
will not take advantage of the divers
happenings around them to bring out
their mental and moral aptitudes
and qualities. They through
many phases of positive,
negative, and neutral, without suffer-
ing their true inwardness to
folded. The consequence
when the higher is at hand
possibility n.sv‘t»‘.!?w\ have not
fitted to accept the ome profit by
the He is the choice and
favored who, when the opportunities
is able
» he has
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come, to rise to the emergency
becau that every
fact and moment has been allowed to
affect his mind and and to test
and strengthen their fibre and hardi-
hood which make him equal
demands responsibilities.
Baltimore ( Review.
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things
tongue, conduct.

Three things to
gentleness, affection.

govern—temper,

love—courage,

Three things to hate
arcogance, ingratitude,
Three things for
friends, a cheerful spirit,
Three things
len.wn\, 1]||v'mn| Jjesting
Three things to fight
home,
things to think a
eternity

cruelty,

to wish health,

to avoid—idleness
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country,
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OUR BOYS AND GIRLS

KING FOR A NIGH1

it was the
Feast of the
of the Three
Bethlehem

In France long
custom to celeb
Epiphany—the
Kings at the crib at
with all the joyous merry-making
which we associate with the birth
day of the Christ Child.

One cold evening, before this feast,
when the great throughout
France were resounding with merri
ment, & little child was ‘making his
way alone towards Paris.

Great flakes of snow were swirled
about by glacial blasts of winds, and
fell upon the dark locks of the little
traveler whose hood had been blown
back off his shoulders. His eyes
were wide with terror for he imagined
what he was and what he expected
to be, silhouettes and shadows of the
trees on each side of the road. The
play of the wind through the creak
ing of the dead trees
seemed to like the murmur of

ago
e the
arrival

castles

branches
him
mocking voices.
Suddenly he heard behind him the
clatter of hoofs, the noise of
a blunderiog wagon, loud voices, and
then, the sharp report of a gun. The
forests of those days were filled with
highwaymen. Filled with terror the
child struck off through the
and ran through the underbrush for
some hours. ‘I'rembling, and bleed
ing from the sharp twigs, he found
himself at last before a building sur
mounted by a light
ingout of brilliantly stained windows
The deep voices of monks were
chanting ; “Hail King of the World !
The child tried to open the door, but
he could not ; he struck at it with his
little fists but they did not hin
Re [\«‘.HII)“ an act of contrition, for

horses’

woods,

Cross ; was pour

hear

he felt so frozen with the cold and so
starving with hunger that he did not
believe he could live much longer, he
At last succumbing to

prostrate
sard, far
wnd joyful laughter
the of the
which

staggered on.
fatigue, he fell
doorstep, and he he

across a
away as
ina dream,

On this night,
chateau, upon the
the boy fell, had assembled his
hold and friends from near and fa:
to celebrate, with more than ordiaary
pomp, the feast of the Epiphany
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“Lords and L
to recall the
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wand.
wdies! This

wise Kings wino amec
guided by a star, from the Orient to
Bethlehem, to the Child born
in poverty and to offer

gold, incense and m
find it just that
servants to seek for
child, whom
night !”

Thereupon some sery
sent from the hall, but scarcely had
they departed, when they returned
bringing with them a little child.

“My Lord!" said they need of
going further. On the step we
found this little child covered with
frost and almost dead from cold and
hunger.

They led the child the master
of ceremonies, who placed upon him
ine, crowned him
with a tiara of jewels, and thrust in
his cold little hands, a of
ivory.

At first the child seemed to under
stand nothing. Then they
warmed him with a glass of wine,
senses returned to him.

With much reverence, the master
of ceremonies approached him and
bowing said :

“Sire, we
lers.

adore

\Hu

we should send out
unhappy
to

yrri.

BO1E
we will make 'king

ants were

“no

door

to
a royal robe of erm

sceplre

as

his

faithful court
court.” Then he
kissed the boy's hand he would
have the king's. The boy could
believe neither his eyes nor his ears.

Then with much simulation
respect, the master the
\\lm he was and what he expected to
be “My name,” answered the child
bravely Jacque Amyot. I am
nine years old. 1 was born at™Melun
of parents so poor that they could no
longer feed me. And so 1 have
begun to walk to Paris, so that I may
study there. My parish priest has
already taught me many things.’

Overcome with the courage of the
lad, and delighted with his straight
forward answer, the master of cere
monies took his own large velvet
purse and went among the company
saying :

“Come, lords and ladies of
degree, give lavishly to the child who
wishes to educate himself.”

A great sum was collected. After
playing a little while with the small,
tired "king” they put him in a great
four poster bed hung with tapestry.
Clutehing his heavy purse he fell
But the next day
dawn he was up, and out of the
chatean, on his
Paris.

Using his money carefully, he edu
cated himself ; went to the Col
I'rance, and afterwards

eacher. Later he
made Bishop of Auxerre
could he forget the
had been the child
Bulletin.
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We may impart information to one
another but we must acquire knowl-
| edge by ourselves.
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NEW YEAR

Each year cometh
are
bright ;
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us Christmas

Kneeling under the stars that
The holy sky, o'er the humble place
When the world's sweet Child, of
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Mary,
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Rested on full of grace.

Not only

But altar

When the
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Sings forth its gladness on the air.

the Bethlehem in the East,
Bethlehem everywhere,
of the first

Giloria great

Each year seemeth loath to go

And leave the joys of Christinas day ;
In lands of sun and in lands of snow,
The year still longs awhile to stay.
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I hear thee sing so sweet and low.

'tis hard to part
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A song like this, but sweeter far,
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Under the blessed Christmas star,
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“I bow to Him Who rules all years ;
Thrice blessed in His high behest
Nor will He blame me if, with tears,
I pass to my eternal rest.
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SOME "INSIDE” FACTS
The most
the world
because
trines.
’l‘h(‘
never
single, solitary
human reason.
Nothing in the Cat
can be unreasonable,
Who is the Author of the Church,
the Author of human reason,
and God cannot be self-contradictory.
There not a single doctrine of
the Catholic Church in which human
reason can ‘l“(’ a Hi\\\,
If there were anything unreason
| able in the Catholic Church, it would
have been rejected centuries by
the authorities of the Church.
['he fact that the doctrines of
| the Catholic Church continue to
endure, unchanged and unchange
able, century century, in
itself, a the
entire doc-

reasonable thing in
the Catholic Church,
it has no unreasonable doc
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Catholic Church does not now,
has, and never will teach one,
truth contrary

holic Church
because God,
i.\
also
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argument
reasonableness of
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No who thoroughly under-
| stands the doctrines of the Catholic
| Church can ever, by any possibility,
‘nhjm-l, to them as being unreason

any more than a person could
object to the sun being unreasonable
| for shining for ages.

one
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here |

to

Human reason has its well defined
limits., It sovereign within
own but it should
attempt pass upon O
gether its proper
Human reason, like the
should stick to its last

There many
world entirely above the
human son, but those
not therefore
reason, or repugnant to it

I'he m of the Blessed
is not to human rea
although human reason cannot
prehend it

18 a
province,
Lo
outside

nut
uths a l )

shoe m.:l er

are things in

range ul
thing

to

reas 3 Are

contrary, human
stery [rinity
opposed 50,
com
lectric
wson beg

more than ¢
is opposed to human re
human reason cannot comprehend it.

I'he tery of the Inc
not contrary to human

any Ly
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mye arnation 18
reason, any
more than wireless telephony is con
trary to reason, for
reason is powerless to fully
stand either of them.

The mystery of the Holy Eucharist
is not against human reason, any
more than the existence of the uni
verse is against human reason, since
Almighty God is the author of both
the one and the other,

The Catholic Church
gsome of the greatest thinkers in the
world, wen in whom human reason
has pushed to its farthest

If there were any contradic
between human reason and
they could not remain in the
Church.
Catholic Church is
fold year year some of
the atest the world.
It is precisely because they exercis
human upon the truths
taught by the Catholic Church that
they see those truths to be thorough-
ly sord with human reason.
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souls,

thus gives the
best themes for
the facts of our
to be properly estimated
must be viewed under the light
His eternal principles that history
confirms and science dare not and
cannot contradict.

Despite all the sapient advice and
command of the solicitous Christ
what a sad travesty on His truth
does the world present today where
the fool lives to eat and vanity, for
getful of the eternal morrow, ridicu-
lously struts to—the grave.—Catho-
lic Columbian.
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manifold repulsive
marks its possessor as
arefully shunned. 1
in souls otherwise no!l endowed,
gelfis usually finds lodgment.
It shows itself by a lack of
appreciation of the good qualities in
others; by a want of tact in dealing
with the less fortunate ; by a callous
ness in failing to the
wounds that trouble so many among
one's and intimates. Kind
ness is a quality, nay, a virtue, that
should distinguish every person who
lays the least claim to manhood or to
womanhood. It is not sufficient to
sympathize with the bpen suffering :
| it is necessary that kindness seek out
the hidden recess of the heart,
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