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RBECRUITING IN IRBLAND
TO-DAY

In the current number of the The
Nineteenth Century is an interesting
article on “ Recruiting in Ireland To-
day,” by the well.known humorous
Irish writer, the Rev. Canon Hannay,
Canon Hannay, it need hardly be
gaid, is neither Catholic nor National.
ist. He is Irish nonetheless; his
countrymen have never, thank God,
made the fatal mistake of iden.
tilying race and religion. Many
of the names that brighten
the pages of Irish history
and are enshrined in the affections
of Irish Catholic hearts are names of
Protestant Irisbmen, Some Irish
Catholics there are who may be dis
posed to resent the free play of
George A, Birmingham's (Canon Han
nay's pen-name) thoroughly Irish
humor and, at times, somewhat
ecaustic wit over phases ol National
ist Irish life. In extenuation we
most remember tha!, generous as
nature has been to the race, there are
individual Irishmen deficient in the
saving grace of humor,

We do not intend to summarize
the Ninetsenth Century article nor
fo deduce from it any particular con-
clusion as to the status of Ireland in
war time. A few extracts, faken
here and there, besides their own
interest as refiecting the odservation
of the keen witted Irish Canon, may
give such glimpses of Irish condi-
tions as to aid the Irishman abroad
to appreciate the situation.

Many who read the papers have
the impression that Lord Darby’s re-
eruiting campaign added millions to
fhe British Army. As a matter of
fact the essence of Lord Derby's
plan was ‘deferred enlistment.”
In the ocourse of time these
recruite may be called on for
fraining and will probably, il the
War lasts long enough and the situa-
fion demands it, form a par? of a
potential future British Army., Lord
Derby's scheme does not spply to
Ireland, and Canon Hannay re-
marks :

“No one has ever fully explained
why Lord Derby's scheme was not
tried in Ireland. (Though) the Re
gistration Act wae not entorced here,
we have a very good list ready to
hand. Our efficient police
knew every man of us, our ages and
occupations.”

“It was urged that we did not try
Lord Derby's scheme because our
Irish regiments were so immediately
in want of men that we could not
afford to adopt a system of postponed
enlistment, This was good reason
for taking all the men we could get
at once ; but no reason at all for not
also securing promises which would
fall due for fulfilment at a Iater date.”

The ironiocal euggestion which fol-
lows is worth quoting :

“The fact probably is that it was
no use trying us with a system of de-
ferred enlistment dependent for its
attractiveness on a pledge given by a
gtatesman, We are an intelligent
pecple, and we have taken an interest
in politics for years.”

The unprecedently acute English
interest in Irish emigration which
developed some months ago i thus
referred fo :

“ An unfortunate incident marred
the opening of the new (recruiting)
campaign. A few Irish emigrants
wera hooted and jeered at in Liver
pool while trying to get on board a
gteamer bound for America. The
plokers, themselves presumably of
military age and eligible for enlist.
ment, went on strike and refused to
ghovel coal if the emigrants were
allowed on board. The newspapers
had a bad fit of hyeterics over the
incident, and the Irish people were
called nasty names. We were
with less than justice. The crime of
these peasants from Connaught wae
not cowardice, but a simple failare
to realize that the War had altered
the normal course of life. They
were still living under the delusion
that it is possible to conduct ‘‘busi-
ness a8 usual,’ which for them
meant emigration as wusual, They

were doing what they would have

done if there had been no War, be.
having precisely ms the English be.
baved this time last year. Faots get
slowly to Connaught, That is the
real meaning of the incident. Bub it
was unfortunate that it ooccurred.
The abuse which was showered on us
did not drive our young men into the
Army. They would really have been
cowards if it bad. It oreated a feel.
ing of sulky resentment which made
the work of the new Recoruiting Com
mittee more difficult than it need
have been,”

There are some light Irigh touches
of delicate irony here that should
not be lost even on Scotoh-Irieh-
Anglo-Saxon Irigshmen,

About his hyphenated fellow-coun-
try men the Canon quietly tells the
truth however unpalatable it may be
to the voclferous loyalists of the
North,

“The work of the recruiter was by
no means 80 easy in the North as
might be expected by anyone who
took Uleter's boast of singular loyalty
ot ite face value.”

To the Censor’s contemptible blue-
pencilling — until recently — of all
official reference to Irish gal.
lantry and heroic services on the
fleld, Canon Hannay thus refers :

“We have heard too little — till
lately we have heard almost nothnig
—0f the deeds of our Irieh regiments.
We read long casualty liste and mark
in them the names of friends. But
what do we know about the way
they fell? For all we were told they
might have perigshed as cowards per-
ish, and though we refuse to believe
this there came to us no inspiration
from the liste of names. Yet we are
a people not deaf to the voice of
honor, not blind to the glory of great
deede. It stirs the dullest of us to
find the names of those we know
blown backweards to us from the lips
of fame, Here we come up sgainst
the weary wrangle about the Censor-
ship, ite neceeeity, its limite. Is
there any use discussing it further,
suggesting that some allowance must
be made for human emotion, that the
management of a democracy at war
is not the same thing as the drilling
of a squad of recruits? Theirs, no
doubt, but to do and die. But ours?
We must know what we are to do
and how our gons are to die, Lately
we have had less to complain of. Of
our Dubline and Munsters, Con-
naughts and Inniekillings in Serbia
we have heard] something. There
would be more of these men if we
bad heard more of what they do.”

“SEPARATISM," BILINGUALISM
AND THE DAILY NEWS

In its issue of the 10th{inst, the
Toronto Daily News has a character-
ietic editorial on ‘'‘Saskatchewan's
Schools ;" characteristio, we readily
admit, in ite honesty as well as in its
assertions, mssumptions and omis-
sions ; and not less 80 in the latent
—perhaps unconscious — political
biag which unfortunately mars
somewhat its otherwise useful and
able contributions to the discussion
of important questions of this
nature.

A paramouni consideration, we
quite agree with The News, is that
on leaving school English must be
the common language of the children
ol the strangers within our gates if
we hope to fuse the ever-growing
heterogeneous foreign elements in
the crucible of Canadian national-
ity.

But in the very opening sentence
there is the suggestion that Separate
schools tend to defeat this very de-.
sirable, indeed, imperatively neces-
sary educational object :

“Trouble over eeparatism and

bilingualism in education has de-
veloped in Saskatchewan,”

And this assumption is emphasized
later on :

“There are many foreign groups in
Saekatchewan, Germans, Austrians,
Poles, Rathenians and others have
colonies of more or less importance.
Five years ago the Germans and
Austrians alone numbered 110279,
a8 againet 261 010 of Eaglish speech.
In addition there was a group of
French Canadiane, numbering 23 251,
Demands for Separaie schools began
to come in—not 80 m uch because of
the religious ides, but for the reason
that public money might be used to
perpetuate the language and ideals
of these strangers.”

That separatiem and bilingualism
(with ite too frequent consequence,
inefficiency) are closely akin if not
actually related as cause and effect is
an asgumption not only baseless but
misleading and mischievous. Eng
lish-speaking Catholics (and with
themm we may group all those who
gincerely and earnestly desire a
thorough English education for their
children) are deeply attached to
Separate schools and appreciate
the inestimable value of the
religious atmosphere which per.
vades Separate sohool life. Never:
theless in their loyalty to the Cana-
dian national ideal a3 opposed to the
perpetuation of foraign languages at
the expense of English, and of foreign
ideals atthe expense of the Canadian
idenl, they step aside for no Publio

sohool advocate—not even for the
Dadly News.

The question of English in the
sohools is entirely distinet from that
of religion in the schools. There is
not the slightest necessity for con-
founding chem. To do so is to
force into a false poeition il not
into the enemy's camp many who
would otherwise be sympathetio, use-
ful and aotive allies in the great
work of nation building which con-
fronts Canada in $he present and in
the future. In so far as this great
work depends on the assimilation of
the immigrants through the schools
these is no reason in the world why
it should be less successfully accom-
plished through Separate schools
thano through Public schools. Indeed
these have obvious advantages in
certain conditions ; they remove all
renson for suspicion on religious
grounds.

Not religion but politics is to blame
for undesirable conditions in some
places,

Bearing directly on the point at
issue between us and The Daily
News is the Ontario election cam-
paign of 1886, Recent as that event
is, the facts seem to bs completely
forgotten and their leesons relegated
to political oblivion. It is worth
while to recall the facts and let them
point their own moral.

About the year 1885 the reading
public of Ontario was first seized of
the fact that many echools in
Eastern Ontario were quite ag French
a8 those of Verchires or Montmagny.

To quote from the Report of the
Commigsion of Inquiry :

"It would appear that till the year
1885 the tesching of English in the
Public schools ( mark the term, in
the Public schools) of French districts
was lett to the judgment of the
trustees and teachers, and as a
result the English language was
pever used or taught in some of
these schools.”’

In passing, this ought to point a
moral for some of the hysterical
declaimers against Ontarian Prus-
gianiem. It was only after this
groes abuse of generous treatment
that the Department of I iucation
issued the flret mild Regulation
(approved Aug. 25th, 1885 ) by which
the use of the Ountario Readers was
required in the schools of the French
and German distriote in addition to
any text-books that might be used
in those schools.

But the all-important point we
wisgh to impress on the Daily News is
that this state of affairs developed in
and through the Public schools ol
Ontario, Separate schools had
nothing to do with it.

And yet, in the General Election of
1886, when this question of Eng
lish in the schools became
the paramount issue in the
campaign it was allowed to degener-
afe into a mean appeal to racial and
religious prejudice and passion " to
abolish Separate schools altogether.”

Had that campaign, thirty yeara
ago,been honestly and reasonablycon-
ducted and not marred by the erron-
eous and unreasonable assumption of
whick ws complain, the present
bilingual trouble in Ontario would
be non existent.

It is true that most of those schools
have since become Separate sohools
laxgely because of the mistaken im-
presgion that as Separate schools
they would be freer from government
confrol.

But it remains true ethat it was
under the Pablic school system that
the counties of Prescott and Russsll
were, to use the terme of Histoire
d'Bglise Catholique auw Canada, " in
vaded " and " conquered.”

We do not question the honesty of
the Daily News, snd we know that
herein it reflects a large body of
honest opinion; but that makes it
all the more emphatically true that
its assumption either that “ separat-
ism” begets bilingualism or that the
abolition ol Separate schools would
facilitate the anglicisation and assim-
ilation of the foreign elements in
Canada, is one that is not only base
less in fact but mischievous, and apt
to complicate the very problem that
requires for its solation the cordial
cooperation and good-will of all true
Canadians irrespective of religion.

AN INSULT

We do not know whether the
endars that are distributed by
local managers of our banks are
selected by the head office, or
whether it is lett %o the piotorial
taste of the local man to decide what
work of art shall decorate the homes
of his patrons during the spacs of
twelve long months. But we do
know that the calendar issued by a
certain branch of the Bank of Ottawa
this year ie an insult to every man
with a drop of Irish blood in his

oal.
the

veins, The one-time familiar Paddy
and his pig is the subject selected to
popularize the Bank of Ottawa with
would-be investors, Paddy is de.
pioted in the

Irish flavor a nice fat pig is por-
trayed attached to his leg, In addi-
tion there is an ‘' Irigh " oolleen,
with enough brass in her face fo
supply the Kalser's armies with that
much needed commodity in saecula
saeculorum,

Ag we have already stated, we do
not know if this pictorial insull is
peculiar to the partioular branch of
this bank that we have in mind, It
it has been iesued with the sanction
of the high officials of the bank it
only makes the insult more pro-
nounced. Bul even if this one
branch is the only cffender it is
surely necessary to register a vigor.
ous protest. It is an insult to Irish-
Canadians, and a disgrace to the
Bank of Ottawa, or at least to its
branch at Bracebridge, Ontario. We
think itis high time that “Paddy and
his pig ” wae banished from the
boards a8 representative of the
Emerald Isle. All decent people
should resent this attempt to belittle
an entire people. Caricatures of the
Irish, whether ocalendars, post cards,
or 8o called “Irish” plays, should be
relegated to the limbo of discarded
things. It should be brought home
to the offenders that this sort of
thing is neither good business nor
good manners. COLUMBA,

WHILE BECTARIAN pulpits continue
to talk of unity among Christians in
face of the common enemy, sectarian
papers continue to dish up stale
calumnies sgaingt Catholice for the
delectation of their readers, thus
giving a new type of illustration of
the old copy book maxim ‘' Example
ie better than precept.”

ATTENTION WAS called in one of
the Toronto papers a few days
ago to the share of the War
burden assumed by the Macdonell
family ot that city. Brigadier-Gen-
eral Archibald Cameron Maocdonell,
C. M. G,,D. 8.0, of the Strathcona
Horse, who bore an honorable part
in the South African War, ie well to
the fore in the present struggle.
Hie first cousin, Col. Archibald Hayes
Maodonell, D. S. O, of the Royal
Canadian Infantry, aleo a South
African veteran, is in the thick of
the contest, while Lieuts. James
Harold and Hugh Macdonell Wallis,
nephews of the Brigadier, enlisted at
Winnipeg in the " Canadian Scot-
tish,” and for gallant conduct at
Ypres were promoted. The elder of
these two brothers, James Harold,
was severely wounded at Festiebert,
and is etill in hospital. The younger
is now aide.-de.camp to his distin.
guished uncle.

Nor DOES THIS honorable record
end here. Brigadier General Maec-
donell’s only son, Lieut. Ian Cameron
Macdonell, formerly lieutenant in
the Strathcona Horee, {8 now a
lieutenant in the Royal Flying
Corps. A nephew of Col. Macdonell,
Stuart Finbar Hayes, eldest son of
Judge Hayes of Guelph, enlisted as a
private in the 057th Peterborough
angers ay the outlbreak of the War,
and is now a prisoner in Germany,
Another nephew, Lisut. Philip Barry
German, R. N, is at present in the
Naval Intelligence Department at
Ottawa, while still another member
of the family, Lieut. J. A. E. Mac-
donell, a cousin of the Brigadier and
of Col. Macdonell, is in the 95th Bn.,
C. E. F,, Toronto. All are descend-
ante of the late Hon. Alexander
Macdonell, at one time Speaker of
the Legislative Assembly of Upper
Canada, and a kinsman of the Col.
John Macdonell, who fell with Brock
at Queenston, and whose remains
rest beside those of his chief under
the noble shaft on the Heights over-
looking the Niagara. All are
Canadians, and, what is more, of a
loyal Catholic family, It would be
dificult to surpass this record in the
present war,

THE INTELLIGENOE that ‘‘Arch.
bishop"” Mathew, whose schismatioal
vagaries a8 an "‘Old Catholic” have
been much in evidence in England
for the past ten or twelve years, has
at length realized the error and
futility of his course and submitted
to the Holy See, is not with.
out its meed of gratiflcation.
A man of coneiderable talent, and a
lapsed priest, hisjsubsequent conduct
wae the oconsion of great scandal to
the faithful and fto devout-minded
Anglicans who looked to Rome with
longiug eyes. Having episcopal am-
! bitions, Mathew had himself conge-

[ fll.starred schism there,
regular stage Irish
make.-up, and to give it the genuine |

crated by an "01d Catholio” bishop in
Holland and returning to England
set himeelf up as the “Head” of that
Lader, evi-
dently becoming diseatiefled with his
progress, he cut loose from that
affiliation, proclaimed himself an
“Independent,” sacreligiously conse.
orated two or three excommunicated
priests as bishops, and gave himseelf
the title “Archbishop of London.”
Now, realizing probably that he has
a soul to eave, he has made his sub-
mission to the Holy See and with.
drawn from the public gaze. The
Canadian Churchman rather ironical-
ly remarks that he and his immedi.
ate followers have reache their
“natural home,” It is something to
the wanderer at least to realize at
length that he hae a home,

SOME CORRESPONDENTS of the
Toronto Mail and Empire bave been
disputing a8 to the merite or demerits
of Sir Edward Grey, and heaping
maledictions upon his devoted head
for the "humanity” of his conduot of
the Foreign Office. Whatever opin-
ions may exiet as to the wisdom of
Sir Kdward's course as o statesman
and diplomat, the time has not come
to weigh the evidence in the balance
or to pronounce judgment. If he has
erred (mnd Sir Edward Grey
would be the Iast man to
claim inerrancy for himeelf) his
errors have been those of a Christian
gentleman and a champion of civili
zation, The burden of the complaint
againgt him on the part of these
anonymous soribes is that he is
really too civilized to have a part in
carrying on a war. That is a com-
plaint which in the long run will re-
dound to the honor of the Foreign
Secretary's name. And we are of
those who bslieve that when history
takes account of the events of to
day the name of no statesman or sol-
dier connected with it will stand
higher than that of Sir Edward Gray.
Britain no less than Sir Edward can
well afford to await that verdiot.

ON THE BATTLE LINE
P

THE STRAIN AND THE DRAIN
OF WAR

The strain upon Austria Hungary
approaches the breaking point. An
official statement announces that the
Government of that country, in order
to replace the territoriale sent to the
front, has decreed that the age limit
for gervice during the course of the
warwillbafifty five years. Thosewho
are between flity and fifty-fitty will
do service only for six weeks, and
only in districts outside the war zone.
What would Canadians think of the
outlook were every youth and man
between the ages of eightesen and
fitty ive put into a uniform and
withdrawn from productive occupa-
tion ? The economic condition of
Austria-Hungary must be indescrib-
able,

It would be a mistake to suppose
that the Allies are not alio feeling
the strain, The Premier of Italy
yesterday said that Italians thought
the war in which they are engaged
would be short and easy, bul it had
become a long and hard one. The
nation would persevere, however,
until the victory was won. Italy's
troubles are probably due to dis-
turbance of business and the cessa-
tion of the tourist treflic rather than
lack of men or war material. She
has almost a million men under arms,
acd has lost cnly 31,000 killed in
action, and probably 20000 more
permanently disabled. France hae
been far more seriously drained of
her manhood, but there is no sign of
frresolution in that country among
the fighting men. General Joffce
spoke for 3,000,000 Frenchmen under
arms when to a labor deputation he
said yesterday: ‘' Ii onfy the civilians
will hold firm, that is the essential
thing. If Frenchmen keep steady we
shall have viotory; not immediately,
or even soon, but eventually.”

The responsible leaders of the
allied nations and armies are no
longer talking of ending $he war by
o series of great battles intended to
break up and disorganize the Ger-
manic armies and send them reeling
back to their own frontiers. Ivan-
off, in Bessarabia, is illustrating the
new program. He concsntrates a
big force againet some vital part of
the enemy's line and makes a
lodgment in it at great cost
to his own troops. Then the enemy,
rather than withdraw his entire
front, counter-attacke with equal
violenose, and loses tarribly in recov
ing the vital trenches. Several times
during the past month the Russian
leader in Bessarabia and Galicia has
fought actions of that sort. He does
not care whether he gains ground or
loses it g0 long a3 day by day he is
able to reduce tha number of his
adversaries in the same proportion
a8 his own ranke are thinned. He
knows that Russia can supply men
in practically inexhenstible numbers,
and that Germany and Austria cannot,
Ivanoff is working out the most
tremendous mathematical problem in
the world’'s history—the subtraction
of the Teuton from the Slav.

AUSTRIAN REPORT

An Austrian official report states
that as a result of the enormous

battle the Russiane in the Czernowitz
region censed their attacke on Thurs-
day. Calm prevaile on the frong,
broken only by intermiitent artillery
duels. Ruseian airoraft have been
dropping bombs around Brzezany,
which is less thaa fitsy miles to the
enst of Lemberg, and is an important
raillway centre. In aircraft, as well
a8 in artillery, the Czar's troops ap-
pear to be thoroughly refitted.

IN THE CAUCASUS

The Russian victory in the
Caucagus wae far more complete
than at firet stated. An official Pet-
rograd report says that the Russinns
pursued the fleeing Turks as far as
the forts of Erzerum, sabreing them
and taking as prisoners 1,500 men.
The Turks, no longer protected by
the Erzerum forts, are retreating
precipitately in all directions, aban.
doning their gune and sapplies.
The investment of Erzerum is oer-
tain to follow this surprising vie-
tory, for the Tarke cannot bring up
reinforcements quickly,

THE SUBMARINE IN A NEW
FIELD

The Germans ars rejoicing over
the success of their submarines in
destroying British shipping. In
December, it is asserted, 24 vessels,
among them a British auxiiiary
cruiser and two traneports, were
destroyed by Austro German sub-
marines, the tonnage loss being
104764 tons. This is about double
the normal monthly addition to the
tonnage of British shipping through
the launching of new vessels, Most
of the vessels were sunk in the
Mediterranean, where the enemy
submarines driven from the Atlantic
are fiading a new field, It is now
stated that Corfu and the adjacent
channels on the mainland were
bases for the enemy's undersea
oraft, and that the seizare of
that island and of other Greek terri-
tory in the vicinity was due to the
continued use of the Corfu base by
submarines which preyed on the
ships of the Allies in the eastern
Mediterranean. The activity of the
enemy submarines has lessened nota
bly, probably because their oil
supplies are no longer available.
Britain {s taking & hand in sub-
marine operationg in the Adriatic.
A novel encounter is that reported
between a British submarine and an
Austrian hydroplane and torpedo-
boat. The submarine sank both and
captured their crews.— Toronto
Globe, Januarv 22,

T. P. OCONNOR'S
LETTER
IS S
al Cable to Tue CaTHOLIC
Copyright 1916, Centra.

London, Jan, 22,—Very little is
doing at any of the fighting fronts,
Both sides are marking time and pre-
paring for big operations in the
spring. These will take the form of
8 great offensive movement by the
Allies if the Russians can complete
their reequipment in time, It will
probably mark the beginning of the
end of the war.

Every week sees the iucrease of the
Allies superiority on the Western
front. A friend just back tells me
that the French and British are now
firing two shellg to the German's ona,
The greatest impression prevails that
when the next advance is undertaken
the German line must break. Until
the Russians are prepared to co-
operats however, it is obviously fool-
ish to waste the strength, which if
applied simultaneously would have
infinitely more effact. Ruesla’'s new
armies are now fully ready., Their
equipment is steadily progressing,
but no general move will be made
until suflicient reserves of munitions
are collected to ensure that the ad-
vance, once begnun, can be pressed
home. This entirely depsnds on the
rapidity with which the American

Speci

and Japanese factories can deliver
their producis. ]

The forward movement in Buko. |
wina, which has been temporarily |
suspended owing to the condition of |
the ronde, has given the greatest |
satisfaction to the Russian com |
manders, convincing them of their
ability to roll the enemy back when
the proper moment comes,

The domestiy situation here con-
tinues perfectly sound. The readi
ness wherewith the country accepted
the compulsory service bill has in-
tensifled the confidence wherewith
the whole nation looks forward to
victory. The feature ot the compul.
gion bill debates has been the trib.
utes enthusiastically paid by Mr.
Baifour, Mr. Bonar Law and other
Unioniet leaders to Ireland's magnifl-
cent services in the war, Mr. Red-
mond has not only secured Ireland’s
exclusion from the bill. Instead of
this prejudicing her in the eyes of the
British public, they freely make
nllowance for the special circum-
gtances diotating it, and are content
that she shall make her contribution |
in her own way.

This ie a sound policy, and Ireland
will repay this practical measure of
home rule by increasing her volun-
tary efforts in the struggle for human
liberty.

One of the results of the coalition
which probably observers are scruat-
inizing with olosest attention, is the
gradual difference it is making in the
personal positions of so many of ite
members, and especially of those who
are taken ifrom the Conservative
party. So far as most of these Con-
pervatives are concerned, they have
quietly dropped into the positions of
silent heads of departments, Lord
Lansdowne, instead of being the
spokesman of the Unionist majority |

filled with great dexterity, is now a
minister at large, with no salary, and
no department for which he is re-
sponsible. He occrsionally stands
up, especially when the ministry ie in
a tight place and subject to severe
oriticiem,

Lord Lansdowne is an interesting
figure in the public lile of England,
Though he is half Epglish and half
Irish, through centuries of English
and Irish history, he inherite from a
French mother some of the qualities
of that race. He is the one man in
public lite who speaks French ex
actly like a Frenchman, It used to
ha related of bim that on one ocoa-
sion when he bad to address a meet-
ing of French-Canadiane as Governor
ol Canada, there wae eager expects-
tion {2 hear his first words ; but when
they came out with the perfect accent
and tone of a born Frenchman, every-
man of French blood was delighted
and recognized in him one of their
own blood. The somewhat lean
figare, the lean, clear-cut, sharp facs,
iodicates the French origin, although
the imperturable tranquility of the
face shows that British phlegm still
forms the basis of his character,

Lord Curzon, keen, restiess, ambi-
tious, with something of the splendor
gtill remaining to him of his arro
gent, youthful self-confidence and of
his glory ag the Viceroy of India, is
supposed to be one of the keenest
and most indefatigable of the apostles
of Conscription but he is also with-
out & department and his appear-
ances before the public are rare.
And thus both these prominent and
dietinguished members of the House
of Lords are perhaps rather more
obscure so far as the public is con
cerned than they were when they
appeared bhefore the war, when they
were the constant and sometimes
vehement exponents of their party
creed,

Mr. Austin Chamberlain has al
ways been known to be au assiduous
and energetic head of a department?.
He is one of the men who was cars-
fully trained for political lite from
hige boyhood upward. Hie energetic
and brilliant father, once he had
madea fortuneinbusinees never took
much interest in anything but poli-
tics. Politice were the only gubject
diecuseed at his dinner table, and to
politice therefore his son was devoted
from his earliest days ; and he was
still & stripling when he hecame a
member of the House of Comamons,
Charming in manner, handsome in
appearance, with a singular resem-
bleanes to his father, and yet with the
softer lines that came from the
maternal side, he has always been
personally a popular figure in the
House of Commong, and has never
excited the violent antagonisms,
which the sharp tongue and domin-
ant personality of his father g0 abun-
dantly created. But he also seems,
in the affairs of his great department,
the government of India, face to
face every moment of the day, with
dificult and perilous problems, has
hidden himself from the House of
Commons in his splendid offices in
Parliament street,and rarely appeare
in the House, except fo give sn
anawer with regard to some of the
incidents of the Eastern campaign.

Mr. Walter Long, another promin-
ent Unionist figure in the past, hus
had to carry some bille in the House
of Commons, and has been able to do
g0 a8 adequately as any other minis-
ter by a bluff frankness and good
nature that disarm all opposition, as
well a8 a readiness fo listen to sug-
geetions from all quarters, he also,
however, has a tremendous amount
of departmental work to do, and
does not fijgure prominently in the
Houge of Commons.

The two ministers of the Unionist
pmty who are forced to the front are
Mr. Bonar Law and Lord Robert
Cecil. For some days Mr. Law took
the position of Leader of the House.
I do pot know whether it is a per-
manent arrangement or not, but for
the time being it worked very well.
The Leader of the House, whatever
his disinclination to speak, is forced
by his position to speak frequently.
Practice makes perfect, and that
applies to speaking in the House of
Commons as well as to asything
elee. I have ssen many members of
the House who have began by being
scarcely able to mutter dew
sentences, become quite fluent
speakers, by the very fact of having
to practice the art several times
every night of the session. Mr,
Bonar Law certainly roee to the
opportunity which fortune bad thus
placed at his disposal. He certainly
has the admirable quality of know
ing the useoflanguage. Facility,die-
tinction, and above allthe tactfulness
of expression, are his natural gifts.
In many respeocte he would be an
ideal spokesman of a department
like the Foreign Office. All theese
qualities were required when he had
to defend the government and to de-
fend himeself againet the assaults
made upon both by the extremists of
his own party whose strong idea was
to destroy the Plural Voting Bill,
Everybody who heard the speech
was delighted with it, partly because
it put his own position and partly
because it put the position o! the
government with extreme lucidity
and ocandor. All the prejudices
againet Mr. Bonar Law for his strong
utterances during the Irish struggle
were forgotten, and people recog-
nized—as those personally acquaint.
ed with Mr. Bonar Law already
knew, that he was essentially n
frank and a sincere man,

Of course Mr. Bonar Law is some
what new to the parliamentary
trade, for he had epent the greater
part of his life in business betore he
entered the House of Commons, and
he never held high office nuntil the
present ministry ; but he has very

losses they suffered in Wednesday's | in the Houre of Lords, a position he | considerably advanced his position




