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of accidents has been uniform, and that what 15 tru
of the year is true of the month. There has beenno
big railway collision, no great mining explosion
account for it. Tt is simply the fulfilment of a prin
ciple, upon which we laid stress from the first, and to
which the leaders of the trade unions adher d. Un
jortunately, their representatives an Parliament were
hali hearted and lukewarm,
D

THE YEARS' TRADE RETURNS, 1899,
The Influence of the Preferential Tariff,

Although the usual voluminous report of the Depart
ment of Trade and Commeree for the year closed on
3oth June last is not vet issued, we have
fore us of an official nature from which we are able to
RS o0, bor

statistics I

obtain a good view of the year's trade,

<me details of interest we shall have to wait awhile

The system of granting a preference allowance ot 23
per cent. on goods of British origin involves an en

ormous amount of extra labour at the Custom Houses

of the Dominion, so that the work of collating and
arranging the Customs returns, which has to he done
at Ottawa, has been so greatly increased that any delay

in issuing the final, the complete returns 1s very exeus
able. The past year's Customs returns are o cspx
cial interest, as being those of the first complete year
under the preferential tariff, undisturbed by
cagements, or by anticipations of a coming chanz
The following includes the whole of the dutiable im
ports into Canada in 1808 and 1800, classificd, and the

‘IHHI on

increase or decrease in 1800 is shown compart d with

1ROR

1599 1=9%. Increase or decreace
Malt and other liquors in
Books, papers, 3. ine
Breadstufls and foods, ne
Bicycles, &@c. dec
Brass & copper goods nc.
Iron & steel goods,&e, mc, 2!
Cotton g¢ ods. .. ne 1.2
Faney goods. e,
Flax & ne.
Hats, bonnets, inc.
Leather goods ine.
Silk LU nc.
Gold & Silver goods. e,
Glass goods, covcvees ne.
Drugs and Oils.. inc,
Vegetable seeds, &, dec,
Wood manufactures. . n.
Woollen gods inc.
Coalivas vannnns e,
Nugar .. . ne,
Tobcco. . oo soe dee, 7
Fruits. ... ¢ inc. 105,39
Furs.oesss s P 616,506 inc, 210,459

17,358,250 inc. 3,745,707

Total dutiable goods §8
Coin and bullien ...
bree goods.ooviioas

Other dutiable |;01~l~..
ine, 1480141
e N}

me, Ny

inc. §22,490,034

Total Imports. ...«

The point of most interest in regard to the imports
last year is whether the preferential tariff which gives
a reduction of 25 per cent. on British goods has been
effectual in enlarging the purchases of Canada in the
British market, as compared with her purchases in the

INSURANCE & FINANCE CHRONICLE.

1087

United States in the same period.  The total increase
in imports last year of dutiable goods was S13840.441.
[he inereases in such articles asare not sent from
S310.020; hreadstutfs,

fruns

Great  Britain, such as coal,
Q164,748 wood, 115,170 sugar,

and furs, S318848; and other dutiable

S1425.3018
gl'u-‘w not of
Pritish origin, $3,723,707, amount the aggregate to
1§ this sum is deducted from the total in
crease in dutiable goods, which was S13841.441, we
cet a halance left of $7.571,642 as the gross amount
which could have
1i we turn to o the
table giving the imports from Great Britain in 1ROR
18g0, we find the following to he the principal

S, 200,700

of the increased imports last year
heen sent from Great Pritain,

-Illll
items of increase:

Britich Imports 1= 1808, Incr. 1599
* & $
Liquorseses 791,996 TON 078

2. 160,06%

Cotton g
Linen
Silk s
Woollen **
Hardware
Haberdashe'y

I"aper
Teas, &

The United States returns show that in some goods

we import from that country there was ad onsiderable

increase last year in those which compete with those

of Dritish make and those made in Canada, such as

the following:

Tmpot from U.> IBHE luer, 1899,
.\qmuhm\l Tmports ..oee
Flectric and othex goods ...
Hardware o
Sewing and type machines
Steel bars and rails ...

Phoacks, maps, &C. .
Carriages and pats of ..

281,572
126,600

Hoots and shoes

A comparison of the ahove tahles justifies the con

cluston that, as regards textile goods, the |||«|}nn|i.|l
tariff has stimulated the importation of Bintish manu
factures.  On the other hand, the Americans have
been able to increase their importations into Canada
of such metal goods as are classed as “hardware,” in
cluding saws, tools, tubes, with other small iron and
seel goods,  Of such goods Great Britain sentus
S308.551 in June, and the United States
The decline of DBritish imports of this class
merease ol

SR23,250.

15 Very

\m

marked, and it corresponds with the

erican made goods, as the following shows:

far kEs or too , IMiLemeNTs, o0,

Great Britain IR
United States ooes 100,124
british tubing. ..o 107,722

= 28,767

Amenican ** caeee cieen

The intention to change the record of this class of
trade by encouraging British imports was a patriotic

step, but the concession to Liritish makers of hard




